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Abstract

There are many studies on character in theatre, novels, or stories, but we
rarely find a study on the connotations of heterogeneous character in theatre,
and on analyzing discourse according to Jacobson’s theory, as there are
developing, cultured, thinking, flat, and secondary characters, and each
character expressed by the writer has a different linguistic function and it
changes depending on The events of the play are affected by time, and the
place may also be affected by time. The most important writer who shed
light on character behaviors and gave them a place in literature is Sabah Al-
Anbari. We find some of her characters changing and carrying multiple
themes, which uses different linguistic functions for them, especially in his
silent plays. We often find modern techniques in silent plays, especially the
use of various types of shift, such as the shift of the title, event, objects, and
others. The research will be based on the descriptive-analytical approach,
similar to Jacobson’s theory, and the characters will be explained in their
types along with the messages that the plays carry according to Jacobson’s
theory, such as the requesting, poetic, emotional, and informational function,
with an analysis of these functions, as well as focusing on the discourse and
linguistic function that Al-Anbari’s plays send. What the research found is
that The writer used most of these functions, especially the rhetorical and
poetic functions, but he was not satisfied with that, but rather enhanced them
with modern techniques such as displacement and paradox.

Key words: Linguistic function, personality, loud and silent plays, Sabah
Al-Anbari.
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1 .Introduction
The study begins with a brief historical overview of the emergence of
Arab theatre, tracing its roots to early folk forms such as shadow
plays, Magamat, and the storyteller (Al-Hakawati) during the Abbasid
era. It progresses through the modern shift initiated by Marun Al-
Naqggash in the mid-19th century, leading to the Egyptian social
melodrama "Sidg Al-lkha™ (True Brotherhood) in 1894. Within this
evolving historical context, the study poses a central problem
concerning the analysis of contemporary theatrical discourse. It takes
the plays of the Iraqi writer Sabah Al-Anbari as its primary material
for application, relying on the Functional Theory of Language
formulated by the Russian linguist Roman Jakobson. The study aims
to delve into the depths of Al-Anbari's theatrical discourse, uncover
the semantic and functional layers embedded in his characters'
dialogues, and explore the extent of this discourse's interaction with
the broader narrative and dramatic structures in his texts.
2 .Theoretical Review and Literature
The study focuses on establishing a solid theoretical framework based
on multiple perspectives regarding the nature and functions of
language. On one hand, it invokes classic definitions of language,
such as Ibn Jinni's concept that sees it as "sounds by which each
people express their purposes,” and Edward Sapir's concept that
emphasizes its symbolic, arbitrary nature and its purely human
communicative function. However, the theoretical core of the study
lies in Jakobson's model of the six functions of language, which
analyzes the communication process into elements (sender, receiver,
message, channel, code, context) and links each element to a specific
linguistic function. These functions are: The Expressive/Emotive
Function (the sender's emotions and attitudes), The Conative Function
(influencing the receiver's behavior, e.g., commands), The Phatic
Function (establishing and maintaining social contact), The
Referential/Informative Function (conveying information about the
world), The Poetic/Aesthetic Function (focus on the form and artistic
structure of the message itself), and The Metalingual Function (using
language to discuss language itself, which is less prominent in this
analysis). The study further notes that language, while a tool for
expression, is not entirely neutral; it draws attention to Roland
Barthes' view of it as an "affirmative, confirmative system and a
stereotyped behavior” that may constrain individual freedom of
AY
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expression, adding a critical dimension to the analysis of power
inherent in discourse.

3 .Methodology

The study relied on a descriptive analytical method, aiming to
examine the plays of Sabah Al-Anbari through the lens of Jakobson's
theory. The analytical process was designed to answer three pivotal
questions. First, identifying the nature of the messages and semantic
dimensions conveyed by the plays through the network of linguistic
functions. Second, analyzing the dominant linguistic functions in the
discourse of each of Al-Anbari's characters and how these functions
contribute to shaping their dramatic identity. Third, exploring the
reciprocal relationship between the characters' linguistic discourse
(with its functional load) and other non-linguistic narrative
components in the theatrical performance, such as lighting, music,
movement, and visual symbolism. Thus, the analysis moves beyond
studying language in isolation to consider its integrated performative
context.

4 .Results
The study revealed highly significant results, which can be
summarized in the following four key areas:

The analysis showed that Al-Anbari's plays do not carry a singular
message but rather form a complex tapestry of intertwined messages,
expressed through an interrelated set of linguistic functions. The texts
were characterized by a prominent Poetic/Aesthetic Function,
manifested in linguistic deviation, paradox, and dense rhetoric, aiming
to provide aesthetic pleasure and prompt contemplation. This
coincided with strong Conative, Directive, and Appellative functions,
seeking to guide the reader/spectator and stimulate critical awareness.
Referential and Descriptive functions were also present to depict
reality and describe events, alongside Expressive and Emotive
functions to highlight the characters' inner feelings and conflicts, in
addition to the Phatic Function evident in dialogues of courtesy and
social relations.

Al-Anbari's use of two main narrative techniques that work in
harmony with linguistic discourse was prominent: Deviation
(particularly chromatic deviation and deviation of objects), and
Paradox. In plays like "An Attempt to Breach Silence,” deviation is
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not merely a stylistic aesthetic device but becomes a semantic tool
expressing the human condition of being trapped outside absolute
dichotomies of good and evil, thereby deepening both the poetic and
expressive functions simultaneously.

The analysis found that the Expressive/Emotive Function
predominates in the discourse of Al-Anbari's characters. This
dominance is powerfully evident from the opening scenes, where
stage directions such as "The lights go out, and the stage is engulfed in
utter silence” or "A focused, moving spotlight™ are used to create an
emotionally charged atmosphere that precedes and sets the stage for
dialogue. This confirms that emotionality is conveyed not only
through words but through the entire theatrical space.

The study concluded that the impactful power of Al-Anbari's
theatre does not stem from spoken language alone, but from the
organic integration between the characters' discourse (with all its
functions) and the auditory and visual components of the performance.
In the play "Salamiyyat Fi Nar Suma™ (Greetings in a Deaf Fire), the
scene begins with romantic music and a discourse of love (poetic and
expressive), only for the audience to be surprised by a sudden rupture
represented by a lightning bolt, a falling sword, and pursuit in
darkness. Here, the initial linguistic functions (poetic/expressive)
transform into conative and appellative functions reflecting the
struggle with oppressive forces, represented by visual symbols
(scepter, sword, ropes). This interaction between word, image, and
sound is what weaves the critical and existential vision characteristic
of Al-Anbari's theatre, dealing with themes of absurdity, anxiety,
conflict with authority, and the violation of innocence.
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