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Abstract

Space is a central element in shaping dramatic structure within performing
arts, its essence often defined by the movements unfolding within it. Space
expands or contracts in response to the rhythm of fast or slow actions,
acquiring varied symbolic meanings that reflect a scene’s dynamics. These
movements—mechanical, performative, or vocal—infuse space with dramatic
dimensions, shaping both the scene’s atmosphere and its semantic layers. In
poetry, the interplay of space and dramatic movement generates dynamic
imagery that embodies the poet’s vision. Here, space transcends mere
geographical or emotional description, evolving into a fluid realm where
poetic elements—characters, objects, and natural phenomena—interact,
injecting vitality into the text. This underscores the necessity of semiotic
analysis to decode the spatial and kinetic dimensions of poetry. Ali Kanaan’s
poetry uniquely exemplifies the fusion of space and movement, rendering his
works a compelling subject for study. This research employs a descriptive-
analytical approach to examine Kanaan’s texts, focusing on dramatic
movement, spatial expansion, and cubist imagery. By integrating close textual
analysis with critical interpretation, the study highlights the distinctiveness of
Kanaan’s poetic vision and his innovative contributions to modern Arabic
poetry through hybrid artistic techniques. Key findings reveal his ability to
dramatize space via movement, utilizing titles and cubist visuals that
intertwine with spatial contexts. Furthermore, Kanaan harnesses natural
elements—sky, earth, trees, and animals—to stretch spatial boundaries,
enriching his poetry with kinetic and visual depth.
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1. Introduction

This research focuses on the pivotal role of place and dramatic
movement in shaping poetic imagery in the work of Syrian poet Ali
Kannan, who integrates both to reflect the depth of human experience
and enhance the reader’s understanding of the subject. This manifests
through two primary movements: a fast movement embodied by
creatures such as sparrows, crows, and mice, reflecting nature’s vitality
and symbolizing concepts like freedom and mystery; and a slow
movement associated with humans and ancient myths, evoking a sense
of history and cultural depth. Kannan’s poetic project is characterized
as a discourse of commitment that documents societal tragedies and the
existential anxieties of the Arab self, transforming sorrowful realities
into aesthetic structures expressing anguish in the face of a turbulent
reality. While emphasizing social dimensions, his poetry transcends
traditional direct "commitment” to offer a distinctive artistic vision. His
style is distinguished by the use of cubist formations that deconstruct
images then reassemble them through simultaneous perspectives,
producing a sense of fragmentation and plurality that mirrors
contemporary human complexities. His poetic fabric masterfully blends
the tangible and intangible by interlacing visual scenes with abstract
imaginings, and subjective emotions with concrete symbols—a
synthesis that transforms emotion into a living artistic entity. The scope
of his poetry encompasses the collective concerns of the Arab sphere in
all its manifestations, extending beyond the local Syrian context toward
universal human experiences and solidarity with the oppressed across
geographies. He employs al-Taf'ila poetry (free verse) as a flexible
structural framework to craft modern artistic models embodying
intergenerational fears from past to present. His poetic language
emerges like a rain-like flow that submerges burning sorrows, seeking
catharsis through candid expression and precise imagery. He
meticulously observes social chatter within Arab urban spaces and
documents tyranny "strutting intoxicated" and "playing with absurdity"
as a dominant force manipulating human destinies—thereby converting
abstract concepts into visible entities that create a mutually reinforcing
aesthetic and intellectual impact. Thus, Kannan’s poetry transcends
mere emotional expression to become a mirror reflecting life’s intricate
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complexities and interwoven experiences, making it a rich subject
worthy of scholarly study and analysis.
2. Research Questions

This study seeks to answer the following two questions:

How does space expand through dramatic movement in Ali Kannan's
poetry?

What techniques does the poet employ to embody dramatic
movement and poetic space?

3. Theoretical foundations of research

The analysis of dramatic materials—including theatrical, cinematic,
and poetic arts—submits to semiotic study grounded in signs. These
signs manifest either through tangible media (such as architecture,
theater, and cinema) or through linguistic expression (like theatrical
scripts or poetry). The relationship between drama and poetry
represents a subject bridging literature and performing arts, where
elements of language, rhythm, and movement intersect to construct an
integrated artistic experience. Tracing their developmental stages
reveals that their connection transcends mere conflict or innovation; it
is a complementary relationship rooted in the earliest origins of human
art. Drama, as a performative art, did not emerge in a vacuum but
evolved from the crystallization of poetry into theatrical forms reliant
on recitation and motion.

4. Methodology

In this research, we will adopt a descriptive-analytical methodology,
aiming to study the poetic texts of Ali Kannan. Through this approach,
we will elucidate themes such as dramatic movement, poetic space and
its expansion, and the manifestation of cubist imagery. The study
further seeks to integrate in-depth textual analysis with critical
perspective, striving to highlight the uniqueness of Kannan’s poetic
experience and his endeavor to develop his poetry by blending diverse
artistic techniques.

5. Results

The study has reached several findings that highlight the essential
interaction between dramatic movement and place in the poetry of Ali
Kanaan, through a semiotic analysis that reveals the interweaving of
linguistic and cultural signs in shaping his poetic world. The following
are the main findings in detail:

Poet Ali Kanaan presents a distinctive artistic portrayal of various
places through dramatic movement. Despite the apparent static nature

v
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of place in poetic texts, the poet succeeds in animating it throughout the
poem by employing poetic drama as a tool to achieve this sense of
motion and transformation. He effectively utilizes titles charged with
kinetic and dynamic energy, infusing the text with vitality and vigor.
Moreover, he relies on rich cubist-like imagery closely tied to place as
a dramatic image.

Under the movement of certain natural elements—such as the
mouse, the crow, and the bird—or through the interaction between
natural features and time, place expands in Ali Kanaan's texts,
becoming broader and deeper. At other times, this movement manifests
through mythical time, which adds a touch of illusion and mystery to
the poetic texts. These natural phenomena and creatures extend
vertically and horizontally within the text, creating multiple pathways
for dramatic movement distributed in diverse ways. Thanks to this
variety, place becomes not merely a fixed backdrop, but a dynamic
element actively contributing to the construction of the poem's dramatic
rhythm.

Ali Kanaan employs diverse literary techniques to enhance the
dramatic quality of his titles and to emphasize the close relationship
between places and times he constructs in his texts. Among these
techniques are defamiliarization through unusual imagery and the use
of stream of consciousness. The poet carefully crafts his poetic titles as
a means to convey the central idea to the reader, ensuring they clearly
reflect his vision of the places and temporal moments he addresses. In
this way, titles become an integral part of the poem's dramatic structure,
reflecting continuous movement and transformation within the text and
adding layers of meaning and symbolism.

Through these findings, Ali Kanaan affirms his ability to employ
movement as a central artistic device to create a dynamic interaction
between place and text, rendering his poems rich in symbols and
connotations worthy of contemplation and analysis.
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