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Abstract

Since literature is an expressive and aesthetic art through which humans
convey their emotions, thoughts, reflections, and socio-political issues in a
manner distinct from ordinary speech, description plays a fundamental role
in this aestheticism, invigorating and renewing the content. Description, as
an artistic technique, imbues the text with poeticism through its diverse
functions and grants it the power to influence the audience, aiming to both
satisfy and provoke them. In narrative texts of various types, description,
with its multifaceted roles as a foundational artistic technique, enriches the
narrative, making it more engaging to the reader by illustrating issues,
related events, characters, and places/objects in their sensory form,
presenting them visually. It also helps the audience perceive the realism of
events or envision them, while simultaneously encouraging careful reading
and conscious observation. Given the significance of description in narrative
texts, this study examines this element and the extent of its role in artistically
and aesthetically captivating the reader in Ghada Al-Samman's short stories,
focusing on the first three stories from her collection "Rahil al-Marafi' al-
Qadima" (Departure of the Old Anchors), using a descriptive-analytical
methodology. The study concludes that description, with its varied functions,
serves as the backbone of her short stories, lending the text's structure
balance and coherence. The reader finds themselves immersed in an
elaborate, masterful narrative description whose purpose lies not merely in
the described objects but in the motion of the description itself. Through her
vivid, impactful descriptions, expansive imagination, and refined sensibility,
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the author transforms her narrative text into a poetic masterpiece with a
melodious cadence, leaving a profound psychological impact on the reader.
Her descriptive passages are seamlessly interwoven with the narrative,
rendering them inseparable. All these qualities earn her the title of "the Poet
of the Short Story."

Keywords: Short story, aesthetics of description and its functions, Ghada
Al-Samman, Rahil al-Marafi' al-Qadima.

1. Introduction

Literature, as an expressive and aesthetic art form, transcends ordinary
communication. Description, a key element of this art form, revitalizes
and enriches content, imbuing the text with poeticism and the power to
influence. In narrative texts, description serves as a foundational artistic
technique, drawing readers into the world of the story through sensory
details and vivid imagery. Ghada Al-Samman's works benefit greatly
from this technique, as her stories showcase a rich tapestry of descriptive
passages. It is pertinent to contextualize Al-Samman's work within the
broader field of narrative studies, acknowledging the contributions of
structuralist scholars like Genette, Todorov, and Barthes who have
emphasized the importance of analyzing the components of a narrative.
By examining the structural and textual components of Al-Samman's
short stories, we can appreciate the crucial role that description plays.

2. Theoretical foundations of research

The relationship between description and narration is a core concern
in narrative theory. Genette noted that purely descriptive texts are
theoretically possible, whereas purely narrative texts are rare,
highlighting the intrinsic link between the two. Hamon viewed
description as one of several “formative discourses” within a narrative,
potentially creating tension with the main narrative flow. When
effectively employed, description operates alongside narration, enriching
the text with layered meanings and symbolic depth .Beyond advancing
the plot, description enables understanding of characters, their inner
thoughts, and the narrative’s setting and causality. Through precise
descriptive language, writers convey characters’ psychological states and
their relationship with the world, adding a poetic dimension. Description
also organizes and connects narrative elements, shaping reader
comprehension and engagement, and unifying the story. Scholars classify
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description’s functions in various ways. Genette distinguishes aesthetic
functions, which enhance textual artistry, from interpretive functions,
which provide insight into characters, settings, and themes. Hamon
identifies five functions: separation, postponement, ornamentation,
organization, and focalization. Qasim proposes three: decorative,
interpretive, and suggestive. Ricardou outlines four forms of description,
ranging from minimal to creative, in which description can dominate the
narrative and generate multiple symbolic meanings. In conclusion,
description not only conveys information about characters and settings
but also plays a pivotal role in creating multilayered, symbolically rich
narratives, enhancing both their structural coherence and artistic quality.
contributes to the creation of multilayered, symbolically rich narratives.
3. Research and study

Al-Samman's distinctive descriptive style is deeply rooted in her life
experiences: her time living in the West, her exposure to modern literary
movements, and her profound connection to the shared pain and suffering
of her people and homeland. This unique combination, coupled with her
powerful imagination and poetic language, provides a rich foundation for
analyzing her short stories from both aesthetic and technical perspectives.
Al-Samman doesn't limit description to mere ornamentation; instead, she
masterfully employs it for interpretive, suggestive, and creative purposes,
achieving a remarkable level of literary artistry. Through vivid imagery,
subtle clues about character motivations, carefully constructed moods,
and the creation of layered symbolism, Al-Samman elevates her
narratives to a level of profound meaning and lasting impact. One key
aspect of Al-Samman's descriptive technique is the ornamental function,
drawing upon the rich tradition of rhetoric to enhance the aesthetic
qualities of her writing. She uses language to create visual pleasure,
skillfully employing imagery, metaphors, and similes to engage the
reader's senses and evoke emotions. But Al-Samman also moves beyond
simple embellishment. Her descriptions serve an interpretive function,
providing readers with essential insights into her characters. Through
subtle details and carefully chosen words, she reveals the inner lives,
motivations, and struggles of her characters, inviting readers to delve
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deeper into their complexities. Furthermore, Al-Samman uses language
to suggest themes that are not explicitly stated which allows the reader to
interpret more. Finally, Al-Samman has mastered the art of using
language to creatively come up with new meanings to her stories,
creating a literary experience that is unique.
4. Results

Ghada al-Samman's distinctive use of description in her short stories
serves as a powerful tool for addressing complex Arab social issues. Her
descriptive techniques transcend traditional narrative approaches,
seamlessly blending poetic sensitivity with imaginative depth. Al-
Samman employs description for multiple functions, including
decorative, educational, creative, narrative, representational, and
symbolic purposes. These diverse functions create a rich, multifaceted
reading experience that combines artistic beauty with narrative depth.
Her descriptions are intricately woven into the storytelling, avoiding
stagnation and enriching the plot's dynamics. By using symbolic and
suggestive  descriptions, al-Samman invites readers to explore
multilayered interpretations of her texts, uncovering hidden messages and
themes related to pressing social issues such as women's rights and
criticism of political oppression. This innovative approach to description
bridges the gap between art and storytelling, offering a harmonious
fusion of aesthetics and substance that amplifies the emotional and
intellectual impact of her work. Ultimately, al-Samman's mastery of
description elevates her stories beyond mere narratives, transforming
them into profound explorations of human experience and social critique
within the context of Arab society.
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