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Abstract

The novel can be conceived of as an ontology of “absent” characters
alongside the obvious ones. The novelist by linking absent characters to
other characters, intends to bring them into the spotlight through their
absence; as absence can often be as powerful as presence. In the novel
"Zafferan Neughborhood™ Mohsen Mousawi, through the imagination of
"Wahhab," the novel's narrator, deals with the construction of the character
of "Samr", an example of a character without physical presence. Using the
descriptive-analytical criticism based on Derrida's deconstruction strategy
to undertakce the hidden references of Samr's invisible character is the
chosen research method to answer the question of what is the metaphysical
presence of the absent personality like? Samr's invisible presence, as an
absent causal element in the novel's plot, can be adapted to several
significative components such as the connection between Samr's invisible
personality and the actions of the characters present, her power in the
novel, holiness, physical cognitive signs, the narrator's anxiety, and the
trajectory of her actions in mental time and space. In creating Samr's
hidden character, Mousawi seeks to develop her personality in a meta-
narrative space, to come close to depicting the function of an absent
mythical woman who must be far removed from the physical world full of
evil, and place the audience in front of a mysterious, mythical world.
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Narrative.
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1. Introduction

As one of the driving forces of narrative media, characters each have
their own special function that shows their nature in the narrative. The
characters who often hide behind the story space and do not show a
tangible image of themselves and are like "shadow figures", which some
call "absent character". In a sense, it is as if the absent characters derive
their intrinsic quality from a reality that is beyond the physical world, prior
to the body and its embedding in the world. In the same way, as a linguistic
expression, the novel is the place of occurrence of truth and power, which
always refers to something (other) in the interpretation of deconstruction,
whether it is reality or a metaphysical concept. The dialectic of the
deconstructionists, by considering hierarchies and binary bases of meaning
such as presence/absence, provides new models for processing narrative
texts. This confrontational interpretive method, within the structure of
continental philosophy, seeks to create a semantic horizon of specific
discourses or, in Derrida's metaphorical expression, to achieve an
interpretation of the truth of human existence and the world. In the novel
Zafferan Neighborhood by Mohsen Mousavi, the absent character of a
woman named Samr in the imagination of the novel's narrator, Vahab, is a
prime example of an absent character. Based on the interpretive strategy
of deconstruction, this research tries to read Samar's absent character in the
novel to determine the quality and function of the presence of this absent
character along with other characters in the novel.

2. Literature Review

The structure of the work has an absent element with a specific role,
which is also the principle of the work's identity, and this conflict is not a
sign of a defect. Therefore, the emergence of such topics in Derrida's view
caused the nature of existence to be scrutinized in various structures of
reality, including the literary work. Derrida tried to explore the process of
existence in the world of texts, as a world of existence consisting of signs,
she achieved an explanation of the dual oppositions in the world and the
project of the metaphysics of presence. Derrida’'s method revolves around
the tension between presence and tracing absence and understanding the
difference between them. He also defines absence not as the absence of
this or that, but as the absence of everything in which all presence is
declared to be able to inspire, in other words, to work, then to create a
work. From this point of view, Derrida is of the opinion that in order to
understand the implications of the text, the reader should pay attention to
what the author actually says (the meaning of the intention) instead of what
the author intended to say (logic of the text). Processing the absent
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character with various techniques and creating an implicit relationship
between it and story elements such as other fictional characters, time, and
place are among the architectural techniques of character-centered
narratives that writers create in the story structure. By bringing such
characters out of the shadows and hearing their voices, one can gain insight
into their nature and the insight they bring to the narrative work.
3. Methdology

Based on the interpretive strategy of deconstruction, this research
attempts to read the absent character Samar in the novel Saffron
Neighborhood to determine the quality and function of the presence of this
absent character alongside other characters in the novel. Therefore, by
studying the novel and following the signs of Samr's absent presence and
how this character is connected with other characters in the novel, we tried
to examine Samar's absent presence through various components
according to Derrida's deconstruction method. These components include
Samr's power over the characters in the novel, her sanctity and high status
in front of other women, the tangible presence of her body, Samr's
influence on the narrative time of the novel.

4. Results

What is related to Derrida's metaphysical concept and the dual
opposition of presence and absence can be seen in some textual signs of
the novel in relation to the character of Samr, including the effect and
connection of her absent presence and the function of other characters in
the process of the narrative work. The concept of time about Samr's
personality in all its aspects belongs to metaphysics and has not acted
independently outside of Samr's epistemological and ontological
framework. The issue of presenting the other and the inferior in the author's
thought of Zafferan Neighborhood, by presenting a discourse of the
inferior in the form of a woman and in the form of an absent character, and
also by granting her a metaphysical and sacred functional capacity, seeks
to pay attention to the ontology of women and her sanctification. The
author uses the metaphysical space of absence as a way to show and reveal
Samr's character. By creating the function of a mythical absent woman
who must be away from the world of evil and vices, Mousawi attempts to
imagine absence as a source or sign of mythical power or the cultivation
of a "spiritual symbol™ with symbolic meaning, and thus uses the invisible
character as a way to develop the main character and make her valuable in
the eyes of the audience due to the production of meaning.
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2 - Shadow Character / Figures

3 - Deconstration

4 - Present / Absent
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