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Abstract

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is an interdisciplinary approach
that seeks to reveal the relationship between language and power in
social, political, and media texts. Within this framework, news texts
are not merely reflections of reality but are analyzed as tools for
reproducing meaning and constructing ideology. Given the crucial
role of media in shaping public perception of phenomena such as
terrorism, examining their linguistic and structural strategies can
provide a precise insight into the discursive mechanisms of meaning
production. This study aims to analyze the representation of ISIS
within the resistance axis discourse by examining seventy news
headlines published on the Al-Mayadeen news website in 2022. The
research is based on Fairclough’s theoretical framework of critical
discourse analysis and employs a descriptive-analytical method. The
data analysis indicates that Al-Mayadeen frames ISIS representation
within the grand discourse of the resistance axis, employing strategies
such as "objectification,” "nominalization,” "passive voice,” and
"polarization," emphasizing the distinction between the “Self” and the
“Other.” Moreover, most news items portray resistance forces,
especially the lIragi Popular Mobilization Forces, positively and
prominently, whereas ISIS and its supporters are depicted negatively
in opposition to the values of the resistance axis. These findings
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demonstrate that Al-Mayadeen’s media discourse organizes news
linguistically and semantically to reinforce a particular narrative of
regional developments, positioning the resistance axis as central to the
fight against ISIS while marginalizing the roles of other actors.

Keywords: Fairclough, Critical discourse analysis, Al-Mayadeen site,
ISIS.

1. Introduction

Media outlets—including television, newspapers, written texts, and
other forms of mass communication—play a pivotal role in mediating
between society and the individual. Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) allows researchers to describe and evaluate this process of
meaning-making precisely. Media discourse analysis identifies which
social representations dominate, the interactions media texts establish
between people and the world or between those in power and the
public, and how meanings are constructed differently across contexts.

One contemporary phenomenon that has significantly influenced
international relations is the emergence of ISIS (Daesh). Intellectual
and political currents, guided by national and ideological interests,
have produced diverse and sometimes contradictory reactions in
defining and confronting this phenomenon. News about ISIS has been
represented worldwide with varying objectives. Among them, Al-
Mayadeen has played a significant role in shaping news discourses,
offering particular representations of this group.

This highlights the need for a critical reading of I1SIS-related news
in this outlet, as it reveals the medium’s strategies and functions. The
present study analyzes seventy news items from Al-Mayadeen
throughout Y+ YY, categorizing them geographically into Irag, Syria,
and Iran to examine the phenomenon of ISIS and its social
construction within prevailing power relations and ideological
orientations.

Research Questions

1. According to Fairclough’s theory, which extra-linguistic and
contextual factors influence the representation of ISIS in Al-
Mayadeen?

2. What are the main characteristics of ISIS news representation in Al-
Mayadeen, and how are these linked to the broader discursive
structure of the “Axis of Resistance”?
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3. Theoretical Foundations

Within Fairclough’s CDA framework, Al-Mayadeen news on ISIS can
be analyzed at three levels:

Description:

This level examines the formal features of the text, showing how
ideological differences are encoded in lexical choices, syntagmatic
relations, sentence structures, active or passive verbs, and positive or
negative framing. The text is analyzed intra-textually to uncover
implicit meanings. Categories such as modality and nominalization
are central: modality reflects the writer’s stance, while nominalization
converts clauses into noun phrases, omitting temporality, agency, and
responsibility.

Interpretation:

This level emphasizes intertextual and historical dimensions,
linking the text to broader discourse processes. Interpretation
combines textual features with the interpreter’s knowledge and
cognitive frameworks, demonstrating that meaning arises from both
linguistic elements and social context. Explanation:

This level addresses the ideological underpinnings of news
discourse, analyzing whether texts align with or challenge dominant
societal discourses. Explanation builds upon description and
interpretation, enabling analysis of ideological functions within power
relations. Key news items were analyzed across all three levels to
reveal media strategies in representing ISIS.

4. Methodology

A combination of library-based research and descriptive—analytical
methods was used to analyze ISIS news from Al-Mayadeen and
uncover underlying layers of meaning. Relevant literature on
discourse analysis was reviewed, and data were collected and
categorized. Selected news headlines were repeatedly examined with
attention to prevailing discourses. Data were organized in Microsoft
Word and Excel for detailed analysis. The primary analysis was
conducted manually following the descriptive—analytical approach.

5. Results
Analysis of seventy ISIS-related news headlines from Al-Mayadeen in
2022 yielded the following findings:
-More than half of the headlines (=&Y7) prominently and positively
represent al-Hashd al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilization Forces) as central
in combating ISIS, using specific lexical and rhetorical strategies.
FAY
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-About ) - Zof headlines portray coalition forces and the United States
negatively, framing them unfavorably relative to ISIS and al-Hashd al-
Shaabi.

-The remaining YVZadopt a neutral stance, reporting events without
emphasizing particular actors.

Overall, while Al-Mayadeen provides news coverage, it emphasizes
al-Hashd al-Shaabi as pivotal in combating ISIS, whereas rival actors
are rarely portrayed positively or centrally.
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