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Semantic Functions
Based on His Gloss on al-Baydawi’s Tafsir
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Abstract

Morphological morphemes are among the most subtle components
of the Arabic language, conveying complex meanings through small
linguistic units. Though not meaningful on their own, they play a vital
role in shaping and expanding semantic content. Their importance is
magnified in the Qur’an, where every word and diacritical mark
carries divine intent, comprehensible only through precise linguistic
analysis.Muslim scholars throughout history have shown deep
commitment to the study of language and tafsir, producing rich works
in grammar, morphology, and rhetoric. Among them, al-‘Allama
Mulla Muhammad Bagqir al-Balki al-Kurdi stands out for his
contributions, particularly his gloss on al-Baydawi’s tafsir, where he
explored linguistic and rhetorical intricacies.This study employs a
descriptive-analytical method to examine al-Balki’s insights on what
is now called "morphological morphemes." While he didn’t use the
modern term, his analyses reflect a deep understanding of their
function. The research compares scholarly opinions, highlights al-
Balk1’s methodology, and shows how he often departed from earlier
views in favor of more compelling interpretations. It concludes that
morphological morphemes are central to Qur’anic interpretation, and
al-Balki’s work reflects a precise, independent exegetical approach.
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Introduction

Morphological morphemes, as the smallest meaningful units in
Arabic language structure, play a crucial role in shaping semantic
dimensions and directing meanings. The importance of these
dependent linguistic units becomes particularly prominent in Qur'anic
texts, where every linguistic element carries divine wisdom. Muslim
scholars have historically paid special attention to this linguistic
phenomenon, with Allamah Mulla Muhammad Baqir al-Balki al-
Kurdi being among those who offered precise analyses in this field
through his gloss on al-BaydawT's interpretation.

2. Theoretical Framework

This research is based on the theoretical foundations of
morphological morphemes in Arabic language. Morphological
morphemes are divided into two main categories: free morphemes that
can independently convey meaning, and bound morphemes that
include prefixes, infixes, and suffixes. These morphemes perform
various semantic functions including numerical indication (singular,
dual, plural), gender specification (masculine, feminine), temporal
indication, derivation, and grammatical case marking.

3. Methodology

The present study employs a descriptive-analytical method to
examine al-Balki's views on morphological morphemes in his gloss on
al-BaydawT's interpretation. The research has comparatively analyzed
the interpretive disagreements concerning these morphemes and has
specifically focused on al-Balki's linguistic and rhetorical principles in
semantic analysis.

4. Results and Discussion

The research findings indicate that al-Balki presented an independent
and innovative methodology in analyzing morphological morphemes.
Among the key achievements of this research are:
— Al-Balki's critical approach to predecessors' opinions and his

provision of new interpretations based on morphological analysis
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— Precise attention to bound morphemes such as the definite article
"al-" (J)), the future tense "sin" (u+), and derivational morphemes
like "ista-" (<)

— Semantic expansion of words through morphological analysis
beyond their lexical meanings

— Providing comprehensive answers to interpretive questions through
morphological analysis

— Combining morphological, contextual, and rhetorical analysis in
Qur'anic interpretation

5. Conclusion

Al-Balki's methodology  represents a comprehensive
morphological-semantic-spiritual approach that does not content itself
with the apparent meaning of Qur'anic words. His analytical approach
demonstrates that small linguistic elements like "al-" and "sin" are not
merely grammatical tools but are semantic keys that unlock profound
meanings in the divine text. This methodology opens new horizons for
understanding the Qur'anic text and demonstrates the miraculous
nature of word selection and morphological formulation in a precise
and expansive manner that addresses apparent ambiguities and
satisfies recipients intellectually and spiritually.
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