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Abstract

This study explores the psychological significance of interrogative
structures in the poetry of the contemporary Iragi poet Fawzi Karim. Through
the application of psychological and descriptive-analytical methodologies, the
research aims to uncover how interrogative forms are employed not merely as
rhetorical devices but as reflections of deep emotional and psychological
states. Karim frequently uses interrogative particles such as 'a (hamza), hal,
and limadha (why) to express inner turmoil, personal questioning, and
emotional fragmentation. These forms often convey a sense of confusion,
protest, existential doubt, and longing—sentiments rooted in his complex life
experience, marked by political unrest, exile, and alienation. His poetic voice
reflects a tension between homeland and displacement, reality and aspiration,
loss and hope. By analyzing the psychological layers behind his questions, the
study highlights how Fawzi Karim’s interrogative language functions as a
mirror of the self—revealing hidden desires, emotional wounds, and
unfulfilled dreams. His distinctive poetic style, characterized by refined
imagery and rhetorical sensitivity, further enriches the psychological depth of
his work, making his use of interrogation a powerful tool of self-expression
and literary innovation.
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1 .Introduction

This introduction highlights the fundamental connection between human
behavior, psychological dynamics, and literary expression. It explains that
individuals constantly interact with their environment, adapting and
modifying their behavior to overcome challenges using intelligence and
learned strategies. Psychology, as the scientific study of behavior and mental
processes, is closely linked to literature, particularly poetry, which reflects the
inner self and emotional states of the poet. Fawzi Karim’s poetry, rich in
expressive and rhetorical tools—especially interrogative forms—
demonstrates how language can channel psychological tension and subjective
experience. His frequent use of interrogatives not only serves rhetorical
functions but also evokes emotional responses, emphasizing the psychological
depth and communicative power of poetic discourse.

Research Question(s)

To guide the framework of this study, a set of preliminary questions has
been formulated as entry points for deeper exploration. Central among these
are: What distinguishes the poetic experience of Fawzi Karim in terms of its
psychological significance? And to what extent has the poet succeeded in
employing interrogative forms to convey and reflect these psychological
meanings? These and other related questions serve as clear keys to approach
the research topic and structure the analysis in light of the answers they elicit.

2. The Literature Review

Among the notable rhetorical devices employed in modern Arabic poetry,
the use of interrogative forms stands out as a powerful psychological tool,
particularly in the works of Fawzi Karim. His use of questions transcends
mere stylistic function; it reflects deep psychological tension, internal conflict,
and existential inquiry. These interrogatives often reveal the poet’s inner
struggles and his quest for identity, truth, and meaning in a fragmented world.
Thus, analyzing the psychological significance of interrogation in Fawzi
Karim’s poetry not only enhances our understanding of his poetic voice but
also sheds light on the broader human concerns embedded within his work.

3. Methodology

The study employs a psychological approach combined with a descriptive-
analytical method to explore the poetic works of Fawzi Karim. By applying
psychological criticism, the research delves into the poet’s inner emotions,
conflicts, and mental states, as reflected in his frequent use of interrogative
forms. The study examines how questions-formed with tools like "hal","ma",
"limadha”, and others—are used not just for inquiry but to express deeper
psychological meanings such as longing, suffering, alienation, and rebellion.
The descriptive-analytical method supports this by closely analyzing selected
verses to uncover how these interrogatives shape the emotional and
psychological texture of the poems.
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4. Results

We conducted a study on the psychological features in the use of
interrogation in the poetry of Fawzi Karim, the contemporary Iragi poet who
was deeply affected by difficult psychological conditions resulting from the
wars and tragedies he witnessed in his country. Our study led us to several key
findings, outlined as follows:

Fawzi Karim’s poetry is filled with numerous psychological traits. When
he speaks through the poetic self (al-ana al-shi riyya), he reflects many of its
psychological states, especially due to what he observed in his people—
anxiety, suffering, and long winters caused by repeated wars and catastrophes.
One of the most prominent psychological messages conveyed by the poet is
the expression of desires—such as his longing to return to a homeland free of
fear and suffocation, the return of national spring, and soldiers coming home
from war. He also expresses his suffering and anguish over internal conflicts
and the spread of hatred among the people, as well as their deprivation of a
happy life. Furthermore, he voices his rebellion against difficult and
oppressive circumstances in which people live in a suffocating and fear-ridden
reality—a life he utterly rejects. He also expresses his fragmentation and
confusion in distinguishing between friends and enemies, his blurred sense of
guilt shaped by terrifying circumstances, and the unknowns that he
symbolically refers to as the "shadow of a snake."

Fawzi Karim, through his refined poetic style, effectively employs
interrogative tools to express these psychological dimensions. The most
frequently used interrogative particles are hamza (’a), hal, ma, man, and
limadha (why). These tools are sometimes used in their primary meanings,
but more often appear with secondary and metaphorical functions. The
addressee is not expected to answer the poet’s questions directly, except in
cases of internal dialogue or monologue, where the poet poses questions and
answers them himself—instances where interrogation retains its literal sense.

Karim frequently uses limadha (why) in psychologically charged contexts
to express negation, distance from the subject, or to reflect his confusion and
fragmentation. Hal often departs from its literal meaning to convey denial,
indicating his psychological collapse and rejection of a bitter reality. Ma is
used to belittle or diminish what is being questioned. At times, hal is also used
imperatively—though it appears as a question, it actually conveys command,
especially when the poet is desperate for an end to suffering or wishes to
affirm a truth. The particle man is employed to create suspense or to express
desire and yearning.
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