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Abstract

Deconstruction, as both a theoretical and practical approach to
textual reading, questions the existence of a definitive meaning or
ultimate coherence in a text and emphasizes the relativity and
indeterminacy of meaning. Building on this framework, the present
study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the
representation of binary oppositions and the fluidity of meaning in the
story Nural-Din and His Brother Shamsal-Din from One Thousand and
One Nights. The narrative analysis is structured in three stages: first,
identifying the binary oppositions and determining the dominant pole;
second, revealing the instability of the dominant pole and examining
moments of semantic rupture; and third, investigating the interplay of
human agency with supernatural destiny. Moreover, the concept of
decentering, as a core element of Derrida’s thought, is also examined.
The findings indicate that the narrative of Nural-Din and Shamsal-Din
is grounded in the fluidity and suspension of meaning. Although the
opposition between destiny and human agency appears hierarchical on
the surface, its boundaries collapse in the deeper layers of the text, and
human agency plays an active role in the realization of destiny. Thus,
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the story moves away from a centralized structure and transforms into
a fluid network of interactions and events.

Keywords: Jacques Derrida, deconstruction, binary oppositions, One
Thousand and One Nights, Nur al-Din and Shams al-Din.

1. Introduction

This study examines the fluidity of meaning in the binary
oppositions of One Thousand and One Nights, focusing on the story
“Nur al-Din and His Brother Shams al-Din.” Traditional literary
criticism often treats binary structures as fixed and hierarchical, while
Derrida’s deconstruction reveals their inherent instability and interplay.
By applying deconstructive analysis, this research explores how the text
destabilizes established oppositions such as fate and agency, and how
meaning shifts beyond rigid interpretive boundaries.
Research Questions

Accordingly, the main research question of this study is as follows:
How does the story “Nur al-Din and His Brother Shams al-Din”
represent binary oppositions through the fluidity of meaning within the
framework of Jacques Derrida’s theory of deconstruction?

2. Theoretical foundations of research

The present study is grounded in Jacques Derrida’s theory of
deconstruction, which provides a framework for analyzing the
instability and fluidity of meaning in texts. Deconstruction serves three
main functions: (1) revealing contradictions and gaps within the text,
(2) emphasizing the reader’s role in the production of meaning, and (3)
highlighting the dynamic and unstable nature of textual structures.
While Derrida’s theory encompasses several key concepts—such as
metaphysics of presence, logocentrism, différance, and supplement—
this study focuses primarily on two core components relevant to the
research: binary oppositions and the decentering of meaning. These
concepts offer essential tools for examining how Nur al-Din and His
Brother Shams al-Din destabilizes established oppositions and
generates multiple layers of meaning.

3. Methodology

The present study employs a descriptive—analytical approach to
examine the representation of binary oppositions and the fluidity of
meaning in the story “Nur al-Din and His Brother Shams al-Din” from
One Thousand and One Nights. The analysis was conducted in three
steps: first, identifying binary oppositions and determining the
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dominant pole; second, revealing the instability of the dominant pole
and highlighting moments of semantic disruption; and third, exploring
the interplay between human agency and supernatural fate. In addition,
the concept of decentering, as a fundamental element of Derrida’s
thought, was considered throughout the analysis.
4. Results

The deconstructive analysis of “Nur a/-Din and His Brother Shams
al-Din” revealed that the narrative is not based on fixed binary
oppositions or a stable center of meaning, but rather on the fluidity and
suspension of meaning. While the contrast between fate and human
agency appears hierarchical on the surface, deconstruction shows that
these boundaries are permeable, and agency interacts dynamically with
fate. Continuous shifts in roles and implications destabilize the apparent
structure of the narrative. As a result, the story emerges as a multi-
layered, open-ended text that allows for multiple interpretations and
demonstrates how rigid binary oppositions are destabilized.
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