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Abstract

Tradition is a set of beliefs and customs rooted in the past. It is
collective in nature, passed down from generation to generation.
Modernity, or renewal, refers to the social, cultural, political, and
economic transformations resulting from industrialization, scientific
advancements, and the Enlightenment. Literary works, particularly
novels, can serve as a suitable platform for reflecting on societal events
and realities, as well as the changes occurring in prevailing traditions
and customs. Taha Hussein's novel "The Tree of Misery" is one
example that addresses the challenges between tradition and modernity
in Egyptian society. This research aims to shed light on the social and
cultural conflicts during this period of transition in Egypt. Through an
artistic approach, employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, it
examines the author's perspective on these two concepts. The research
concludes that Taha Hussein neither rejects tradition nor embraces
modernity unconditionally. Rather, he seeks a balanced approach to
coexistence between the two. He believes that a unilateral view,
whether accepting or rejecting either approach, can lead to social and
individual crises.
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1. Introduction

Tradition and modernization are two important concepts in philosophy
and the social sciences, generally linked to the changes and
transformations that occur in human societies. They are inextricably
linked, reflecting how societies and cultures change over time. Tradition is
defined as a set of beliefs, customs, and traditions that originate from the
past, are collective in nature, and are transmitted orally from generation to
generation. It has been defined as "a set of social customs that aim to honor
and reinforce specific values and behaviors, which involve the
continuation of the past, whether real or imagined.” These customs are
usually associated with common rituals or other symbolic forms of
behavior (Bermin, 196:1388). The word "tradition” comes from
"transmission,” hence the concept of intergenerational transmission
becomes one of its most important characteristics, contributing to its
continuity. Modernization, the opposite of tradition, refers to the rapid
changes occurring in societies. Modernity is associated with the social,
cultural, political, and economic transformations resulting from
industrialization, secularization, and the Enlightenment. Modernity is
typically associated with faster change, advanced technology, and new
cultural structures (Jahanbegloo 1387: 206).

Tradition is linked to past values and meanings, emphasizing their
preservation, while modernity is associated with innovation and rapid
transformation. These concepts may appear and be interpreted in different
ways and forms across various societies. According to Anthony Guinness,
“Tradition cannot be separated from the process of modernization; rather,
it is in a complementary relationship with modernity and persists even in
modern societies. Although these societies may have discarded traditions
in areas such as democracy and the economy, family and personal life
remain influenced by them. Modernity is a transformative mental process
that originates from tradition but also negates it” (Guinness, 1380: 82).
Traditions in societies change due to several factors, including scientific
and technological progress, socio-cultural shifts, changes in economic
structures, changes in the political system, improvements in educational
systems, demographic shifts, globalization, and other factors. These
factors interact and are interconnected, and cannot be addressed in
isolation. In any case, the transition between tradition and modernity is a
complex process shaped by the interaction of these multiple factors.
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The effects of modernity in the 19th and 20th centuries brought about
significant changes in various societies, particularly in Egypt, propelling
people toward new realities that can be observed in numerous literary
works, including Taha Hussein's novel "The Tree of Misery." Taha
Hussein, a pioneer of modern Egyptian literature, explored the conflict
between tradition and modernity in this novel, illustrating their impact on
people’s lives. He did not limit himself to the positive aspects of both, but
also presented the negative dimensions of each from an artistic perspective.
He believed that a balanced life could not be achieved by completely
abandoning tradition or by embracing modernity unconditionally; rather,
coexistence between the two is essential for progress and equilibrium. This
study aims to analyze the extent of the interaction between tradition and
modernity in "The Tree of Misery,” employing a descriptive-analytical
approach and examining social conflicts within Egyptian society.

2. Results

Based on the analyses presented in this research on tradition and
modernity in Taha Hussein's novel "The Tree of Misery," the following
conclusions can be drawn:

One of Taha Hussein's most prominent views in this research is his
emphasis on the necessity of coexistence between the two, particularly in
his novel "The Tree of Misery,” which we will examine. This interaction
is presented in a complex and artistic manner. He seeks to find a balance
between preserving traditions and benefiting from the achievements of
modernity, supporting both tradition and modernity in a relative and
balanced way, believing that neither can fulfill the needs of modern man
alone.

Taha Hussein explores the conflict between tradition and modernity
from a philosophical perspective, analyzing the social and economic
conditions, focusing on the social changes and crises of that period. This
is evident in the collapse of social classes and the disintegration of
traditional families during a period in Egypt's history in the early twentieth
century. The events of the story take place in 1954, which provides a
suitable framework for these themes and coincides with the spread of
modernity in Egypt during the first half of the twentieth century.

The novel "The Tree of Misery" indicates that the issue of modernity
was not merely a prevalent intellectual debate in Egypt, but was clearly
reflected in familial and social relationships, as seen in the lives of
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individuals, including Taha Hussein. The novel's protagonist embodies this
conflict between inherited traditions and the aspirations of modernity. The
new generation confronts the pressures of the traditional patriarchal system
and strives to achieve freedom and liberation through education, work, and
openness to modern values. Thus, the novel presents an artistic model for
understanding how modernity and tradition coexisted in the reality of
Egypt at that time.

By studying Taha Hussein's approach to tradition and modernity in
"The Tree of Misery," we find that he does not adopt a dogmatic stance,
but rather focuses on balance and moderation. He believes that life
governed solely by instincts and nature, or by pure rationality, tends toward
failure and destruction. On the other hand, he argues that clinging to pure
tradition without engaging with the modern world, or abandoning tradition
and embracing modernity, will ultimately lead to human failure.

Taha Hussein portrays the positive and negative aspects of both
tradition and modernity through the interactions of the story's characters:
a traditional woman named Nafisa, a modern woman named Mona, and
Gulnar. Hussein favors a middle ground approach, seeking to integrate the
positive aspects of both and reconcile the two cultures.

In this novel, the family, as | mentioned earlier, is presented as a symbol
of truth and purity, yet it collapses due to the characters' internal
contradictions. Abandoning established traditions and embracing
excessive modernity exacerbates the characters' psychological crises and
individual transformations. Within this framework, the protagonist lives
his life by resorting to rationality and modernity, distancing himself from
tradition. He sees reliance on reason and the modern world, with its
intellectual advancements, as a path to escape, liberation, and truth, and he
acknowledges the power of reason. However, reason alone is insufficient
for him.
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