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Abstract

The rapid advancements in communication and the explosion of
knowledge have significantly contributed to the emergence of the knowledge
economy, which emphasizes equipping individuals with profound knowledge,
developing their minds and skills, and preparing them to be proactive
participants in technological advancement, transitioning from consumers to
producers. Despite the emphasis of Iran's Fundamental Transformation
Program on aligning the educational system with the demands of the modern
era, certain challenges persist in the content and environments of educational
materials. This study seeks to examine the knowledge economy skills
reflected in Second secondary education Arabic language textbooks and and
Teachers’ Proficiency Levels. It adopts a survey methodology, distributing
two questionnaires (one on Arabic textbooks and the other on classroom
activities) to 40 secondary school teachers to gather their opinions on the
strategies employed in teaching Arabic in the aforementioned textbooks and
classroom. The study found that the skill of evaluation in the studied Arabic
textbooks and the skill of encouraging students to solve problems in Arabic
classes ranked highest. Meanwhile, the skill of allowing students the freedom
to propose additional activities in textbooks and the skill of utilizing
computers in classroom activities ranked lowest among the requirements of
the knowledge economy. Additionally, the results revealed statistically
significant differences between Arabic language textbooks for Second
secondary education and Teachers’ Proficiency Levels in relation to
knowledge economy skills.
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Introduction

The explosion of knowledge has shifted the goal of education from
the mere retention of facts to the acquisition of practical skills and the
ability to "learn how to learn" in the age of knowledge-based
economies. A knowledge-based economy refers to a set of knowledge,
processes, and attitudes that enable individuals to apply knowledge to
real-life situations.

Despite the emphasis in high-level policy documents on the
necessity for the educational system to keep pace with this
transformation, the presence of knowledge economy skills in Iran’s
textbooks, especially in Arabic for the upper secondary level, remains
limited. This deficiency, coupled with a lack of awareness and
empowerment among teachers to implement these skills, has led to the
failure in fostering students' knowledge-based skills, creativity, and
employability.

This study, using a descriptive-survey method, seeks to answer two
main questions:

1. From the perspective of teachers, to what extent do Arabic
textbooks strengthen knowledge economy skills?
2. To what extent do teachers incorporate these skills into their
teaching?
The focus on Arabic is significant as this subject serves as a key to
understanding other sciences and encompasses culture and values. The
upper secondary stage is considered the foundation for students' future
academic and professional endeavors.
Theoretical Framework

This research is based on the concept of the "knowledge economy,”
one of the most recent branches of economic sciences. A knowledge
economy is one where the production and application of knowledge is
the main driver of growth and development. It emphasizes investing in
human capacity, creativity, and the use of information and
communication technologies (ICT).

Within this framework, education is considered the central core of
the knowledge economy, as its ultimate goal is to bring about positive
changes in individuals and society through the educational system. A
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knowledge economy requires an education system that keeps pace with
current developments and shifts learners from being passive consumers
of knowledge to active producers, using it to solve problems, enhance
creativity, and adapt socially. This study, drawing on this framework,
investigates the manifestation of knowledge economy skills in
textbooks and teachers' proficiency in these skills.
Research Method
This study employed a descriptive-survey method with the objective
of examining the "presence of knowledge economy skills in Arabic
textbooks" and "teachers' mastery of these skills."
Population and Sample
« The target population consisted of all Arabic textbooks for the upper
secondary level and all Arabic teachers in Hormozgan province.
e The sample included 40 teachers (19 male and 21 female), selected
randomly.
Research Tools
The data collection tools consisted of two researcher-developed
questionnaires:
e The first questionnaire (textbook evaluation) included 34 final
indicators after validation by experts.
e The second questionnaire (teacher activities) included 22 final
indicators.
The reliability of both questionnaires was confirmed with Cronbach's
alpha coefficients of 0.97 and 0.96, respectively.
Data Analysis
The data were analyzed using SPSS software, employing t-tests and
the Friedman test.
Summary of Findings
The analysis of the data revealed a significant difference between the
extent of coverage of knowledge economy skills in textbooks and their
implementation by teachers.
The most important skills highlighted in the Arabic textbooks,
according to teachers, were as follows:
« Evaluation skills, with an average score of 23.75.
o Concept recognition skills, with an average score of 22.23.
« Encouraging individual and group educational activities, with
an average score of 21.60.
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On the other hand, the least attention in the textbooks was given to
the skill of granting students the freedom to suggest additional
activities, with an average score of 14.

Additionally, the most commonly used activities by teachers in
Arabic classes were identified as:

« Encouraging students to solve problems, with an average score
of 21.28.

« Strengthening listening skills, with an average score of 19.88.

e Linking prior and new knowledge, with an average score of
19.77.

The weakest area in teachers' performance was the use of computers
in teaching, with an average score of 11.60.

These results clearly indicate that although some foundational skills
have received attention, key areas of the knowledge economy, such as
information technology and fostering students' creativity and
innovation, remain significant weaknesses in both the curriculum
content and teaching methods.

Conclusion

This research explored the knowledge economy skills in Arabic
textbooks and teachers' proficiency in these skills. The findings reveal
a meaningful gap between the goals of the knowledge economy and the
current state of education.

A) Textbooks: The primary focus of the textbooks is on evaluation
skills, concept differentiation, and group activities, which, while
beneficial for enhancing understanding and social skills, have been
seriously lacking in key knowledge economy skills, such as autonomy,
critical thinking, and creative writing. This shortcoming is a major
barrier to fostering creativity and the ability to produce knowledge
among students.

B) Teacher Performance: Although teachers have been relatively
successful in strengthening problem-solving, listening skills, and
linking learned material, their excessive weakness in using technology
(computers and online resources) and enhancing verbal communication
has deprived students of participating in the production and exchange
of knowledge—fundamental aspects of a knowledge economy.
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