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Abstract

Due to the evolution of literary genres such as novels, narrative description played a
crucial role in narration to the extent that many contemporary literary men sought to
explain the importance of narrative description and the impact of its application in
the New Novel. Therefore, they framed the goals of narrative description, aiming at
clarifying the place of description in novels and writing stories. The description, in
the New Novel, is not limited to its previous goals such as enriching the narrative
texts, but took on additional purposes and found a practical role in the New Novel.
This article, with a descriptive-analytical method, focuses on the aesthetics of
narrative description in the Novel Caine! Where Is Your Brother Abel? By Ibrahim
Al-Koni. A Libyan novelist fertilized the Arab community with novels containing
new ideas and introducing new perspectives to the world. Using a literary language,
the novel deals with the events that took place on Libyan lands during the reign of
the Karamanlides. This novel depicts a period of the rule of Mohammad Ali Pasha
Qaramanli and his sons and the competition for the throne. This research aims at
carefully analyzing the functions of narrative description through exploring the
description of characters, places and narration time. Of the most important results of
this research is that there is a close relation between the descriptions used and the
novelist's thoughts; and the internal description of the narrative characters is more
beautiful and effective. Moreover, the use of descriptions and descriptive
interruptions is what constitutes the intentions of the future in the novel, and the
description of places in order to indicate the reality of events to the reader and
stimulate his imagination to understand events, is in simple, expressive and witty
language.

Keywords: Narrative Description, The Aesthetics of Description, Ibrahim Al-
Koni, The Novel Caine! Where Is Your Brother Abel?
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