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Abstract

Mahmoud Darwish is one of the contemporary poets of Arabic literature whose
poems reflect the hopes and pains of the land of Palestine. "Woman" and
"homeland” are among the most frequent concepts that have played a role in his
poems. This essay has tried to investigate the duality "woman/homeland” based on
the emotional system of discourse in a descriptive-analytical approach in some of his
poems. Emotional system of discourse is one of the types of discourse in sign-
semantics that focuses on the relationship between the set of surficial signs
(signifiers) and content (signifieds) because it is in the context of the very sign and
signified relations that the perceptive presence of the statives takes place and the
creation of themes becomes possible. The present research aims to answer this
question: How can the creation and overflow of themes be interpreted and explained
based on the emotional system of discourse in the poems by Mahmoud Darwish
where "woman/homeland” is the main focus of the theme? In other words, how can
the creation of themes in the poet's works of this sort be explained and described
based on the emotional system of discourse? The ultimate results of the discussion
indicate that the emotional system of the discourse in these poems is based on
perceptual, corporal, and intensive mechanism which mainly the poet uses the two
concepts of "woman" and "homeland" as an artistic tool to convey the suffering and
sorrow among Palestinian people through which he would Stimulate the sympathy
of the audience about these tragic images i.e. through transcending the concept of
woman to the concept of homeland, he seeks to negate this duality in better words.

Keywords: sign-semantics, emotional system of discourse, Mahmoud
Darwish, woman, homeland.
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