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Abstract

As a literary technique, irony has been a point of disagreement among rhetoric
scholars and they have always paid attention to its literary-artistic value. The
consequences of the disagreement among Islamic thinkers about the art of rhetoric
have been to such extent that Fakhr Razi (606 AH) using a rationalistic approach
and complex and multiplex definitions, considers the taste-oriented opinions of
Abdul Qahir al-Jurjani (471 AH) weak in the subject of irony. In the light of the
importance of the issue, that is the disagreement in the research method of
rhetorical thinkers, the present article tries to compare and criticize Razi's critics on
Jurjani as well as discovering his thinking method through a qualitative approach
and inductive method, relying on intellectual implication. With the investigations
carried out, the results indicated that the root of Razi's disagreement with Sheikh
can be seen in several general issues, e.g. the way of logical thinking, the difference
in the reasoning style, and the contradictions of Razi's philosophical and literary
views in the discussion of implications. In his philosophical texts, Razi does not
seem to accept the implication of obligation; but in the book Nahaye al-ljaz fi
Derayat al-ejaz acknowledges this specific implication and actually represents a
kind of contradiction in his opinions, so he has not been successful in including
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irony in his theoretical framework. In criticizing Sheikh, he is influenced by his
own philosophical thought while hiding the fact cleverly.

Keywords: Abdul Qahir al-Jurjani; Fakhr Razi; intellectual implication; irony;
criticism.

Introduction
Rhetoricians consider meaning to be a basic element in rhetoric. Irony
as a literary art plays a significant role in communication meanings.
Hence, different schools of thought have addressed it. The difference
in the method of rhetoricians around rhetorical topics led some
thinkers to have multiple and complex definitions of a rhetorical
species, which not only differ from the opinion of another thinker, but
also sometimes negate their own theoretical foundations. Fakhr Razi,
a logician and theologian of the 6th century, in his book Nahaye al-
ljaz fi Drayat al-ljaz based on the principles of a mental matter, issues
a theory before data analysis in order to include rhetorical issues,
including irony, in this framework. In his book of rhetoric, Razi, by
acknowledging Jurjani's high position in rhetoric, challenges him in
some topics and criticizes the Sheikh's speech as to be long and
boring; but this kind of view caused him many contradictions. Abdul
Qahir, enjoying a high position in rhetoric with his analysis of taste,
analyzed his rhetorical opinions based on the objective evidence in the
real world and away from the imposed frameworks. In fact, his logic
IS such that it reaches from part to whole; that is, he analyzes what he
discovers to make it comprehensive. Relying on his rationalistic
approach, and the dominance of philosophical thinking on his literary
opinions, Razi challenges Abdul Qahir in the topic of irony.
Therefore, the present article tries to focus on the approach of these
two rhetoricians and examine their opinions about irony, focusing on
intellectual implication. The choice of these two thinkers is due to
their different attitude to rhetoric. Therefore, the importance and
necessity of the current research is determined by highlighting the
following:

1. The importance of explaining Jurjani's fact-based logic for
literary analysis and interpretation of rhetorical opinions.
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2. The importance of the consequence of Razi's rationalistic
approach in confronting Abdul Qahir in the negation of his theoretical
foundations.

Research Question(s)
In light of the significance of the research, the following questions are
raised:

1. According to Razi's attitude, how is the intellectual implication
represented in the complaint against Jurjani?

2. What is the position of the real world and the main meaning of
the speaker as two important axes in the rhetorical opinions of Jurjani
and Razi?

3. To what extent is Razi's point of view on irony compatible with
the definition he provided of intellectual implication?

Literature Review

The literature on Abdul Qahir, Razi and the topic of irony has a long
history; however, no independent research has been done regarding
Razi's objections to Jurjani in the topic of irony. Below are the most
important of them:

Hadara's "Kataab Nahayata al-ljaz Lafakhr al-Razi and Asaruhu fi
Tarikh al-Balaghata al-Arabiya" (1975) examining the rationalistic
approach of Razi, addresses the influence of Fakhr on Sakkaki and
Qazvini, in rhetorical topics, especially metaphor. In dissertations
such as "Metaphor by Fakhr al-Din al-Razi - Nahayet al-ljaz
Namuzijan™ (2005) by Al-Zahra Saghir, relies on Razi's innovations in
metaphor. Qadat (2008) who investigated the types of irony among
thinkers from the beginning until now, has quoted some of Razi's
objections to Jurjani and simply considers them rooted in Razi’s
summarizing manner and rationalism. However, he did not pay
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attention to his contradictions in the discussion of intellectual
implication, multiple definitions of irony and the manner of objecting
to Jurjani. There was only a very passing reference to the necessary
discussion, which is stated in the article. Babuli Bahma (2021) deals
with the consequences of Razi's rationalistic approach in deriving
Jurjani's words and expresses his multiple and contradictory
definitions in the topic of total negation, and an article entitled
"Mawatan al-Ekhtilaf bayna al-Razi va Jurjani fi Ba’za al-masa’al al-
balaghiya" (2022) by Abd al-Majid, indicates the direct quoting of
Razi and Jurjani's opinions and the author argues for Razi’s
superiority over Jurjani without any analysis or criticism; though this
is completely evident in irony (only direct citation).

Methodology

Since a thinker like Razi has a mixed thinking, his presuppositions and
preliminaries are often different from his final opinion, and on the
other hand, his behavioral characteristic in scientific discussions is to
open the way for doubt. Therefore, in order to discover Razi's attitude
to irony and regarding his emphasis that irony is in the category of
intellectual implication, first, it is necessary to know his definition of
intellectual implication; second, to examine his views on irony; third,
to see how Razi has been successful in including irony in the
framework and principles (intellectual implication) that he sets for
himself, which requires examining his opinions from various angles.
For this reason, the author has based multiple axes (whole, meaning,
secondary meaning, secondary implication, intellectual connection,
the author's main intention and the external relationship [the real
world]) to match Razi’s definitions of irony with the intellectual
meaning. Fourth, it is necessary to examine the challenges Razi
directed to Sheikh, and carefully analyze Jurjani's views on meaning,
meaning of meaning, and irony. Fifth, based on multiple axes, the
study compares Razi's and Jurjani's point of view in the discussion of
irony, so that one can understand Razi’s perspective in challenging
Sheikh. Sixth, in order to highlight Razi’s paradox in this context, it is
necessary for to explore his other opinions.
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Results

By examining Razi's objections to Jurjani, it can be concluded that the
roots of Razi's disagreement with Jurjani originates from:

First, logical way of thinking: Razi, with his principles, tries to be
based on a kind of intellectual philosophizing and insists a lot on
matching meaning and evidence with those principles. Therefore, he
disagrees with other opinions which is evident in his four definitions
of irony. But Sheikh, utilizing a more broad-minded and fact-based
logic, avoids falling into pre-determined structures as a presupposition
of reasoning.

Second, the difference in the way of reasoning: Razi's diligence in the
method of reasoning and insisting on adhering to his principles is
polemic-like and he mostly sought scientific prejudice to impose his
opinions on others to the extent that to object to Sheikh, for not
presenting a strong argument, he negates his own main theories in
intellectual implication and irony from various angles. But for Sheikh,
a logical discoverer of fact, the axes in his words have a specific
place. For example, the main meaning in irony is the same concept of
irony, and considering the two on par with the secondary
implication/secondary  meaning/meaning of meaning, is a
misunderstanding of Sheikh's thought. But the main meaning in Razi's
opinion does not have a specific place and this has led to his inverted
interpretation of the discussions.

Third, contradiction of Razi's philosophical and literary views to
implications: By examining Razi's opinions in philosophical texts, it
seems that he does not accept implication of obligation. But in his
literary book, he is receptive to implication and suffers from a kind of
contradiction. He is influenced by his philosophical thought in
objecting Sheikh, which he hides with special intelligence.
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