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Abstract

Geometric repetition is one of the emerging knowledge that is very significant for
explaining the value of repetition. Due to its special geometry, this form of
repetition plays a significant role in the phonetic and semantic coherence of the
word, and establishes a link with the artistic and aesthetic aspects of the work. In the
Holy Qur'an, the phenomenon of geometric repetition as one of the expressive styles
plays a fundamental role in conveying the desired concepts and themes. Among the
surahs of the Holy Qur'an, verbal repetitions in the context of Surah Al-Imran follow
a certain structure and order, which sets the scheme for various types of geometrical
repetition. The current research aims to investigate the aesthetic function of
geometric repetition and the prominent role of this type of repetition in Surah Al-
Imran via descriptive-analytical method. In this regard, the verses of Surah Al-Imran
have been examined and investigated in terms of geometric repetition, and by
presenting evidence, it has been found that the structural and semantic coherence of
Surah Al-Imran is largely due to geometric repetitions, and among the types of
geometrical repetition, there is a wide range. It is clear that this impressive
frequency in this surah indicates the harmony of order and rhythm used in the
structure and context of the words to convey the message of the surah. In this surah,
in accordance with its purpose, geometrical repetition has been used to emphasize
and stabilize the messages and highlight the concepts in the audience's mind and
expand the meaning, among others.

Keywords: Holy Quran; Al-Imran; repetition; aesthetics; geometric repetition.

*Corresponding Author m.ghafourifar65@kub.ac.ir
*ORCID ID: 0000-0002-1057-8936

YAY


mailto:m.ghafourifar65@kub.ac.ir

VF e Flime (VS sdall LS dpads Ao (Lg15Tg dypalt Al 45131 dmed) Al

Introduction

Geometric repetition is a method of repetition that is formed based on
the external shape of the text, and by repeating a certain word or
phrase, the writer creates a kind of geometric shape in order to direct
the text to the desired point of view, and slow down or emphasize the
topic in question.

The phenomenon of geometric repetition is one of the ways
and styles of expression that plays a fundamental role in conveying
the concepts and themes of the Holy Quran and is very dominant in
texts as such.

One of the surahs in which geometric repetition plays a
prominent role is Surah Al-Imran. In addition to the great effect that
geometric repetition has on explaining the meanings and concepts of
this surah, it is also linked to its aesthetic and musical dimensions.

Research Question(s)
In this research, the distribution and dispersion of repetitions in the
context of the verses is evaluated in order to answer the following
research questions:

a) What are the types of geometric repetition in Surah Al-
Imran and its aesthetic approach?

b) To what extent does geometric repetition play a role in
conveying the concepts and meanings of the Surah?

Literature Review

Geometric repetition is actually "a method of repetition that is formed
based on the external and external shape of the text, and the writer
creates a type of geometric repetition by repeating a certain word or
phrase in order to direct the text to the desired point of view, and slow
down or emphasize the topic in question, because by relying on
geometrical repetition and without the clarity and eloguence of the
words, the audience will have a complete understanding of the
intensity of the feelings and emotions of the words.” (Al-Said, 1986,
p. 282)

Saber Obeid considers geometric repetition to be the type of
geometrical and regular arrangement of words, which is divided into
different types based on their position in the word: stilted repetition,
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terminal  repetition, pyramidal repetition, circular repetition,
condensed repetition and imperative or necessary (Obeid, 2001, p.
193-221)

Methodology

The present study, with descriptive-analytical method, aims to explain
verbal repetitions, including the repetition of words, phrases and
different language groups in Surah Al-Imran in order to achieve the
form and geometric shapes used in the structure of the verses of this
Surah.

Findings

The function of types of geometric repetition in Surah Al-Imran
Repetition of stifling

Isthlali repetition is purposefully used in Surah Al-Imran and is related
to the semantic layers of the text of the Surah. The following example
illustrates the point.
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((191) Who remember Allah while standing or sitting or [lying] on
their sides and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the
earth, [saying], "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted
are You [above such a thing]; then protect us from the punishment of
the Fire./ (192) Our Lord, indeed whoever You admit to the Fire - You
have disgraced him, and for the wrongdoers there are no helpers./
(193) Our Lord, indeed we have heard a caller [i.e., Prophet
Muhammad (£5)] calling to faith, [saying], '‘Believe in your Lord," and
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we have believed. Our Lord, so forgive us our sins and remove from
us our misdeeds and cause us to die among the righteous./ (194) Our
Lord, and grant us what You promised us through Your messengers
and do not disgrace us on the Day of Resurrection. Indeed, You do not
fail in [Your] promise.")

The repetition used in these verses is the type of repetition of words,
which regularly repeats the word "Rabbana” at the beginning of the
verses, and this repetition is evocative in addition to accompanying
other words used in these verses and evoking music. Heartfelt, it
causes emotional and conscientious stimulation of the soul to
supplicate in a proper manner before the Almighty God.

Circular repetition

In Surah Al-Imran, due to the diversity of the topics mentioned, there
Is a circular repetition in such a way that God begins and then ends
some of the topics with a concept, even though all the words are not
the same.
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(V+) O People of the Scripture, why do you disbelieve in the verses of
Allah while you witness [to their truth]?/ (94) Say, "O People of the

Scripture, why do you disbelieve in the verses of Allah while Allah is
Witness over what you do?"

In these verses, repeated sentences in the form of circular
repetition form a new position to emphasize the first position, because
the new position preserves the original meaning in the first position
and makes it look more beautiful in the second position which is to
have a stronger expression and create more reaction power.

Pyramid repetition
According to the investigations, pyramidal repetition is manifested in
both verbal and semantic aspects in Surah Al-Imran, for example:
(7 [0lasd) GeaSTI 35 2515 (sdnls ) ST 250
(¥7)O Mary, be devoutly obedient to your Lord and prostrate and
bow with those who bow [in prayer]
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In this verse, God Almighty presents the duties of Maryam in the form
of pyramidal repetition.

The orderly repetition of the words "Aqgnoti, Asjodi, Arka'i" in this
structure, on the one hand, in the form of a staircase from the whole to
the part and in order, gives orders to Hazrat Maryam and adds to its
ranks. On the other hand, it is a kind of music and coherence. It
creates a verse between the parts, which makes it have a beautiful and
melodious structure and attracts more attention from the audience

Final repetition

This type of repetition is exactly the same problem that can be seen in
Surah Al-Imran and has a significant effect in emphasizing and
expressing its intended concepts. For example:
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(34) Descendants, some of them from others. And Alldah is Hearing
and Knowing. (35) [Mention, O Muhammad], when the wife of ‘Imran
said, "My Lord, indeed | have pledged to You what is in my womb,
consecrated [for Your service], so accept this from me. Indeed, You
are the Hearing, the Knowing."

As can be seen in these two verses, after referring to various topics,
God's knowledge, hearing, and control over all matters are mentioned
in the form of final repetition at the end of these two verses and each
of the concepts of the verses. The words "Sami" and "Aleem" are
repeated.

Conclusion

The geometrical repetition in Surah Al-Imran shows itself above all in

the form of word and phrase repetition, which is distributed and
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dispersed with a special geometry in the verses, and plays a role
according to necessity and in line with verbal or semantic emphasis.

It is very clear that the significant frequency of geometric
repetition in this surah indicates the harmony of order and rhythm
used in the structure and context of the words to deliver the message
of the surah (proving the oneness and guardianship of God in
existence and inviting people to accept this principle, encouraging
believers to persist in this way to reach salvation and immortality). It
is also in line with the melody of the word. In this surah, in
accordance with its purpose, geometric repetition has been used to
emphasize and stabilize the messages in the audience's mind and
expand the meaning, among others. Among the types of geometric
repetition, pyramidal repetition has the highest frequency in this surah.
This type of staggered repetition has been able to remind the audience
of the topic and prevent any ambiguities with the gradual progress of
topics from part to whole or from whole to part.

In addition to pleasant music, the repetition of Isthilali matches
and fits with the theme of the words and the message of the verse. On
the one hand, it conveys the continuity of a matter to the audience, and
on the other hand, it displays an image of warning and reminder. The
circular repetition at the beginning and end of parts of this surah is
semantically consistent with the central and main idea of the surah.
The final repetition has a very decisive function in this surah.

In this type of repetition, divine concepts and attributes are
mentioned again in the form of final repetitions, and in fact, it is God's
final warning to the intended concepts, and the presence of this type of
repetition is a good ending and a warning for the people.

In dense repetition, despite the repetition of words, a wave of
inner music and melodious rhythm is addressed to the prose, and it
plays a significant role in inducing the purpose and main message of
the verses, which emphasizes the power and awareness of God.
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