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The world view and the problematic hero in the novel **
Al-Thalj Yati Min Al-naafidhe ** from the perspective of
Lucien Goldman's structuralism

Article Type: Research
Ali Sharafi?, Sadegh Ebrahimi Kavari?*, Rahimeh Choulanian?

Abstract

The concept of "problematic hero” was proposed for the first time
in the 20th century by the Hungarian critic Gyorgy Lukacs and
applied in a practical way by the Romanian critic Lucien Goldman.
According to Lucien Goldman, the contrast between literary and
social structure has made literature a means of responding to social
issues. The aim of the present article, which is based on the analytical
descriptive method, is to express the worldview of the "problematic
hero” in the novel "Al-Thalj Yati Min Al-naafidhe " by Hanna Mina.
Since dealing with the story from the sociological perspective is
considered one of the types of interdisciplinary criticism, it makes the
research on Hanna Mina's works necessary. Fayez is the hero of the
novel and according to Goldman's theory, he is considered a
problematic person; Because he is a victim of the existing social
conditions of his era. No matter how hard he tries to reform the
society and thus restore the true values, he gets nowhere. And finally,
he becomes one with the common values of his society and no
protesting voice from him is released in the society and he surrenders
by accepting defeat. The achievement of this article indicates that
Fayyaz, with characteristics such as the revival of true values and
loneliness against the commodification of society, as a "problematic
hero™ tries to stand against the conspiracies of his enemies.
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1. Introduction

The concept of "problematic hero™ was first proposed in the 20th
century by the Hungarian critic Georg Lukécs, and it was confirmed in
a practical way by the Romanian critic Lucien Goldman. According to
Lucien Goldman, the contrast between literary and social structure has
made literature a means of responding to social issues. The purpose of
this article is to express the worldview of "problematic hero” in the
novel "Al-Thalj Yati Min Al-naafidhe " by Hanna Mineh. Since
dealing with the story from a sociological perspective is considered
one of the types of interdisciplinary criticism, research on the works of
Hanna Mineh is necessary. Fayyaz is the hero of the novel and
according to Goldman's theory, he is considered a problematic person;
Because he is a victim of the existing social conditions of his age, no
matter how hard he tries to reform the society and thereby revive the
true values, he will not get anywhere and eventually he will become
one with the common values of his society and there will be no
protesting voice from him. It is not published in the society and
surrenders by accepting defeat.

-What issues does Hanna Mineh pursue in the novel "Al-Thalj
Yati Min Al-naafidhe " through ""Problematic Hero™?

- The desire of the new generation to get rid of Salafi thinking has
been shown by the hero.

2. Literature Review
Hanna Mineh is one of the contemporary Arab novelists who is
familiar with the western art of story writing, who has written
economic, political and cultural issues as the basis of her novels and
has written her novels far from the traditional and prevailing views
among many of her peers. One of the new approaches that Hanna
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Mineh has expressed his great desire for by influencing his peers in
the West is dealing with problematic heroes of the society. He started
his political and literary activities as a journalist, then entered the field
of fiction writing. In the meantime, he was imprisoned many times
and lived in exile and displacement for many years. One of the most
important works of Hanna Mineh in the field of creating novels in
terms of developing heroes with fringes is the novel "Al-Thalj Yati
Min Al-naafidhe” which, due to its sociological content, has the
ability to adapt to Goldman's theory, in the "problematic hero™ design.
This novel is the story of a character named Fayyaz, who after
enduring conditions such as prison, chase, displacement in Lebanon
and experiencing different professions anonymously in order to earn a
living, is pushed to the margins of society.

This person is at a different level from the society and tries to make
the society compatible with his desired characteristics. By
immigrating to Lebanon, he tries to create a space for his critical
writings and bring his friends, associates and even members of the
society to a high level of awareness. But the various social and moral
corruptions in the Syrian society, especially the widespread financial
corruption of some officials and officials, lead him to the abyss of
anger, frustration, frustration and protest against the current situation.
He also became a role model for many young people in his
community by enduring the hardships of migration and exile. In order
to defend his beliefs and principles, he fights with selfishness and is
deprived of having a comfortable life with his friends and family
members. He also helps other fighters with his meager income, which
is the result of his employment as a simple worker, including Khalil;
But when he cannot admit to the society that there are better values to
experience, he falls into philosophical despair and despair from the
society.
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3. Methodology
The present study, in a descriptive-analytical manner, has described
a section of the history of the Syrian nation through the investigation
and discovery of the dialectical and two-way relationship that exists
between the author's work and the social situation of his society, and
the influence of active collective forces in the era of social
transformation in the society.

4. Results

The results of the research indicate that Fayyaz, the main character
of the novel, works hard to correct the corruptions that appeared
during his struggles in Lebanon; But it fails; Therefore, he looks for a
way out of his troubled situation; Because at such a stage, he has
completely surrendered to the society and wishes to get away from
that situation without any effective action. Remembering his past in
Syria, Fayyaz became sad over his fruitless efforts and surrendered to
the society. Fayyaz writes with a fiery expression to revive the lost
values of the society; But due to the lack of company members, he
feels empty; So that he surrenders to the society due to the
ineffectiveness of his efforts to save the homeland. Fayyaz also feels
resentful because of Khalil's lack of sympathy for him due to the
deletion of some parts of his article by the magazine, and because his
closest friend left him like this, he feels very lonely and prefers prison
to exile, leaving his fate in the hands of society.

As one of the contemporary Arab novelists, Hanna Mineh is a clear
example of freedom from Salafi thinking among her peers. Because his
novels are a suitable response to the political, social and economic
conditions of his class society. In writing the novel "Al-Thalj Yati Min Al-
naafidhe " he was influenced by the worldview and possible awareness of his
social class, and on the other hand, he reminded the audience of the gap
between the hopes and pains of the affluent class and the ordinary people of
the society, and on the background The possible awareness of the middle
class - which in this novel is the trampling of the rights of the middle class
people by the people of the upper class - is added, so the subject of his work
is also considered transpersonal according to Goldman's opinion.
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