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Abstract

The ever-increasing expansion of virtual space and the Internet has
raised electronic and virtual learning as an effective and suitable
alternative to traditional learning; Because this type of learning is
easily available to the learner at a lower cost, it removes limitations
such as the educational space, and on the other hand, it is a great help
in managing learning time and allowing the learner to choose more
and more suitable time for learning. shows Therefore, the current
research seeks to identify the effectiveness of the electronic learning
environment in language learning with the special purpose of health
tourism, which has gained double importance due to Iran's increasing
interactions with the Arab world and its medical capabilities and low
cost in Iran. Considering that many experts consider it necessary to
use authentic and real resources in language learning courses with
special goals, such as the goal of health tourism, authentic resources
were used in the electronic learning environment in order to achieve
the goal of the research. The research method was quasi-experimental
with pre-test and post-test for one group. For this purpose, the
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designed electronic content was placed on an Internet site, then it was
implemented as a quasi-experiment for 3 months for 45 learners who
had already completed the Arabic language for general purposes to
measure its effectiveness. The results of the research showed that
there is a significant difference between the scores of language
learners in the pre-test and post-test, which indicates the impact of the
electronic learning environment designed with original resources in
learning Arabic with the aim of health tourism.

Keywords: E-Learning Environment, Arabic Language, Authentic
Materials, Health Tourism.

1. Introduction

The increasing growth of technology in the past decades has made
it necessary to pay attention to electronic learning environments; these
environments have many advantages, including the lack of a physical
educational space, access to educational content at any time, reduced
education costs, and being appropriate to the needs of the
contemporary era, etc. Therefore, there is no doubt that designing
electronic learning environments for teaching Arabic for the purpose
of health tourism can be more efficient for many language learners
who live in the age of information explosion and meet their needs; but
unfortunately, this has been neglected and it is rare to find electronic
learning environments designed based on the principles of educational
design for learning Arabic for the purpose of health tourism, and how
to improve this type of learning is one of the issues and challenges in
the field of teaching Arabic for special purposes. Therefore, the
present study aims to investigate the effectiveness of an electronic
learning environment designed with authentic resources in learning
Arabic for the purpose of health tourism and to take an important step
in improving this type of learning. Also, the present study seeks to
answer the following questions:
1- What is the relationship between learners' performance in the
pre-test and post-test of an Arabic language learning course for
the purpose of health tourism in an e-learning environment
designed with authentic resources?
2- How can Arabic language learning for the purpose of health
tourism be improved?
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2. Literature Review

Arabic language teaching for health tourism purposes is one of the
types of Arabic language teaching for special purposes (ASP). This
type of teaching requires its own specific content and is different from
the content and curriculum taught in universities, because in
universities, Arabic language teaching is generally done for general
purposes or for religious purposes. Among the characteristics that help
make Arabic language teaching more practical and beneficial, and
specifically Arabic language teaching for special purposes, is the use
of authentic and real sources. After the emergence of the
communicative approach in foreign language teaching, attention to
real and natural sources and the absence of the use of artificial sources
in language teaching became popular. Because this strengthens the
sense of usefulness and practicality of learning in the language learner
and contributes significantly to improving language learning and
connecting it with the real world.

If authentic resources are used in language teaching, for example, a
specific type of vocabulary or grammatical rule, etc., the learner may
not be familiar with the actual use of that vocabulary or grammatical
rule and may not be able to use it in real situations. In the present
study, original videos, photos, and texts that were not specifically
prepared for teaching and learning the Arabic language were used to
prepare educational content.

3. Methodology

The present research method is quasi-experimental with a pre-test
and post-test for one group. The present research method is quasi-
experimental with a pre-test and post-test for one group. First, an
electronic site with the domain (morshedsyahi.com) was designed and
electronic content for learning Arabic for the purpose of health
tourism was prepared with original sources and uploaded to the
aforementioned electronic site. Then, an electronic pre-test was taken
from the learners who were selected as the statistical sample of the
research and they participated in the course uploaded on the website
and finally, their learning level was measured using an electronic post-
test. The results of the pre-test and post-test were compared using
SPSS software. Qualitative data was used to prepare the electronic
content and quantitative data was collected to measure the impact of
the designed electronic learning environment. The statistical sample
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includes 45 learners who have passed the aforementioned prerequisite.
Sampling was carried out using the purposive sampling method. And
the research instrument in the pre-test and post-test was the electronic
academic achievement test, which was used to collect data.

4. Results

The first hypothesis was: Statistically, there is a significant
relationship between the scores of learners in the pre-test and post-test
of the Arabic language learning course for the purpose of health
tourism in the e-learning environment designed with authentic
resources. The results of the present study, which were obtained from
the comparison of the pre-test and post-test data, confirmed the above
hypothesis and showed that the e-learning environment designed with
authentic resources has a positive effect on learning Arabic for the
purpose of health tourism.

In the pre-test and post-test, 5 skills of vocabulary knowledge,
reading, listening, writing and speaking were measured. The scores of
the learners in each of the 5 sections were examined and the results
showed that in each of these 5 sections separately there is a significant
relationship between the average scores of the pre-test and post-test,
which indicates the effect of the e-learning environment on the
progress of learners in each of the 5 above skills.
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