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Abstract

The primary task of all educational systems is to prepare the student's mind
for the future in the context of culture. For this reason, researchers and thinkers
entered the field of education and considered investing in human intellect to
activate educational perspectives as one of the most central processes. However,
realizing this vision requires understanding the relationship between education
and culture, including components of culture in educational curricula and
materials, discovering these components, and highlighting them in the teaching
process for students. The aim of this article is to highlight the cultural
components as the depth of the content of the curriculum of the book "Arabi,
Zaban Qur'an (1)" in the tenth grade in the field of humanities in Iran with its
counterpart, the Arabic language book "Let's Get Creative" in the tenth grade of
secondary school in Egypt, which is evaluated through Quantitative measure of
cultural components. The entire content of the two books is a statistical
community in this research. At first, the data is presented in the form of tables
and graphs, and then it is analyzed descriptively - analytically. The results
showed that the Islamic (45%), social (67%) and religious (15%) contexts in
Egyptian textbooks and the Islamic fields (54%), religious (84%) and cultural
production (70%) are the most common in Iranian textbooks. These are the
Islamic and religious aspects that despite They differ in the number of uses
together, on top of the cultural components used in the textbooks above.
Keywords: Education, Culture, Cultural components, Arabic book, Iran, Egypt.
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1. Introduction

This article examines the role of culture in language education, particularly
through the content analysis of Arabic language textbooks. Language, in
addition to being a means of communication, carries cultural, ethical, and
worldview concepts of societies. Therefore, language education must take into
account the cultural context of the language being taught. The present study
compares the content of two Arabic language textbooks, one from Iran and the
other from Egypt: the book «Arabic: The Language of the Qur’an» (produced in
Iran) and «Al-Lugha al- ‘Arabiyya: Hayya lil-Ibda‘» (Arabic: Let’s Be Creative)
(produced in Egypt). The main aim of this research is to compare the cultural
content of these two textbooks and assess their impact on teaching culture to
students.

2.Research Questions

1. What are the differences in the cultural content between the Arabic
language textbooks "Arabic: The Language of the Qur'an” and "Al-Lugha
al- ‘Arabiyya: Hayya lil-Ibda "?

2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the Iranian textbook in
comparison to the Egyptian textbook?

3.Literature Review

A large body of research emphasizes the importance of incorporating cultural
aspects in foreign language education. Many of these studies argue that language
learning is not only about grammar and vocabulary, but it also requires an
understanding of the cultural context of the language. Language is not just a tool
for communication but also a medium for transferring cultural concepts.
According to linguistic anthropologists, words and expressions in languages are
influenced by the social and cultural structures of societies. Therefore, language
education should simultaneously include cultural education.

4. Theoretical Framework

The relationship between language and culture is a key topic in this research.
Culture is broadly defined as the beliefs, customs, rituals, and social behaviors
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that are shared among the members of a society. Language, as a communication
tool, is closely intertwined with these cultural concepts. According to Edward
Tylor’s definition, culture is a complex whole consisting of knowledge, belief,
art, law, morals, and other capabilities and habits acquired by humans as
members of society. Thus, in order to truly understand a language, one must also
become familiar with the culture associated with it.

5.Cultural Content in Textbooks

Textbooks, as one of the primary tools for cultural transmission in language
classrooms, play a crucial role in raising cultural awareness among language
learners. This study examines two Arabic language textbooks produced in two
different countries. The Iranian textbook "Arabic: The Language of the Qur'an™
mainly focuses on religious and ethical concepts, while the Egyptian textbook
"Al-Lugha al-‘Arabiyya: Hayya lil-Ibda‘" includes a wider range of cultural
content, covering social, political, and scientific topics. Each of these textbooks
reflects the national and religious identity of the country of origin, transmitting
its unique cultural values.

6.Methodology

The study employs a mixed analytical method, incorporating both
quantitative and qualitative analysis. In the quantitative part, the number of
references to cultural concepts in each textbook is counted, while in the
qualitative part, the nature, type, and implications of these references are
examined. The analysis of these two textbooks focuses on cultural concepts such
as religion, family, society, and national identity.

7.Findings

The findings show that both textbooks contain significant cultural content,
but there are important differences in the types and presentation of this content.
The Iranian book focuses more on religious and ethical foundations, drawing
extensively from Quranic teachings and Islamic ethics to promote religious and
moral behavior. In contrast, the Egyptian book presents a broader range of
cultural topics. In addition to religious themes, it emphasizes national identity,
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scientific progress, social values, and ethical principles, aiming to foster critical
thinking among students.

The Iranian textbook "Arabic: The Language of the Qur'an" appears to be
beneficial for Iranian Muslim students as it strengthens their religious and
cultural identity. However, its focus on religious content may limit students’
exposure to the diverse cultural aspects of the Arab and Islamic world.

In contrast, the Egyptian textbook "Al-Lugha al- ‘Arabiyya: Hayya lil-Ibda ‘"
offers a more comprehensive representation of cultural diversity. By addressing
topics such as Egyptian history, prominent figures, and social issues such as
social justice and patriotism, this textbook appears to be more effective in
broadening students' cultural awareness and enhancing their intercultural
perspective.

8. Results

This research emphasizes that in teaching Arabic, language education alone
is not sufficient, and cultural aspects must be taught simultaneously. It suggests
that incorporating more diverse cultural content can help strengthen the
linguistic and cognitive skills of language learners. In today’s globalized world,
awareness of different cultures is essential for effective communication and a
better understanding of others. Therefore, it is recommended that Arabic
language textbooks be enriched with a more diverse range of cultural content,
enabling students to engage with the rich variety of cultures in the Arab and
Islamic world and to become more informed and capable global communicators.
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