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The chaos of the event narrative in the novel ""Al-Amir
al-Thaeir" by Sheikh Sultan Al Qasimi based on chaos
theory
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Abstract

This behavior carries within it an unexpected and unpredictable
system. This theory attempts to explore the hidden system underlying
this randomness. The novel of Al-Amir Al-Tha'ir is a narrative that
draws its fabric from the essence of the reality that occurred in the
important era and place, namely the YA th century in the province of
Bushehr, southern Iran, and during the European colonial era. It tells
the story of a person named Al-Amir Mahna Al-Zaabi, the Prince of
Bandar Al-Ragha, who fought against European colonization. The
writer, Sultan bin Mohammed Al-Qasimi, documented the novel
based on historical documents, with an enjoyable and engaging
narrative. This research is conducted through the descriptive-
analytical method, aiming to study the novel of Al-Amir Al-Tha'ir
according to the Shuashi theory, which studies the necessary
conditions that led to unexpected and significant changes in the end. It
also reveals the manifestations of this theory in the novel of Al-Amir
Al-Tha'ir and its important effects on historical reality. One of the
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most important findings of this study is that the writer intended to
instill the spirit of pride and dignity in Arab societies, urging them to
reject and fight against colonization by employing historical Arab and
Gulf figures who are close and relatable to the community.
Additionally, it is evident in several paragraphs how a leader can
overcome their greatest enemies with the help of their soldiers and
allies.

Key words: Chaos Theory, butterfly effect, Sultan bin Mohammed Al-
Qasimi, novel of Al-Amir Al-Tha'ir, Al-Amir Mahna.

1. Introduction

Since ancient times, humans have believed in the existence of clear
causes for every event they witness, leading them to seek systems and
laws governing the universe and society. The concept of science has
been associated with order, organization, and the logical and
sequential arrangement of terms and concepts in nature. However, in
the 20th century, this equation changed with the emergence of the
theory of "chaos" or "disorder,” which presented a new perspective:
that chaos itself contains unexpected patterns. This theory suggests
that even a small change can lead to a subsequent, unpredictable chain
of events. Born from observations of weather patterns, this theory has
four main characteristics: 1) sensitivity to initial conditions, 2) strange
attractors, 3) fractal dimensions, and 4) determinism and chance,
which we will explore in detail, along with their representations in the
novel. One example is the idea that the flap of a butterfly's wings in
the Amazon rainforest can cause a hurricane on the other side of the
world. Subsequently, this theory has been applied to various sciences.
The characteristic of strange attractors suggests that significant events,
whether in social life or elsewhere, become attractors that draw people
and events towards them. The fractal dimension characteristic asserts
that parts resemble the whole, and the whole resembles its parts,
indicating that parts, goals, and aspects of life are interconnected and
influence each other. The theory of chaos is prominently represented
in Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi's novel "The Rebellious Prince."
In this work of art, the author revisits past historical events, citing
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influential incidents that have left their mark on the present and future.
He sheds light on events that forever changed the course of history
and the fate of the region, demonstrating how a prince from a small
area like Bandar Lengeh in southern Iran could confront the
interventions of great powers like the Dutch and the British.
Ultimately, the author addresses the enduring relevance of this topic
by suggesting that individuals similar to Prince Mehna still exist in
our time. We have sought to apply the theory of chaos to excerpts
from "The Rebellious Prince,” such as the expulsion of the Dutch and
British from the Persian Gulf, the alliances and deals struck between
the King of Persia and foreigners, and their impact on historical
events, the role of political stability in economic prosperity, the policy
of inciting strife and hatred among local rulers to ensure the continued
presence of foreigners, and finally, the assassination of Prince Mehna
and its subsequent impact on Karim Khan, King of Persia's, attack on
Basra. In this study, we aim to answer the following question:

How is the theory of chaos represented in "The Rebellious
Prince™? The theory of chaos examines the significant impacts
arising from small changes. This theory is manifested in numerous
passages of the novel, such as the presence of British and Dutch
colonialism in the Persian Gulf and its impact on the economy of
commercial ports, the impact of alliances and deals struck between the
King of Persia and foreigners and their effectiveness on historical
events, the impact of political stability and its result in economic
prosperity, the impact of the policy adopted by foreigners to incite
strife and hatred among local rulers to ensure their continued
presence, and finally, the impact of the assassination of Prince Mehna
and its role in King of Persia's subsequent attack on Basra.

2. Results

The novel "The Rebellious Prince” is a work of historical fiction
set in the 18th century in Bushehr Province, southern Iran. Its
protagonist is Prince Mehna al-Zuba'i, a central figure who fought
valiantly to keep foreigners from encroaching on his land. Through his
determination, he succeeded in defeating invaders. Author Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi has placed particular emphasis on the elements
of time, place, and characters within the novel. The characteristics of
chaos theory, such as "sensitivity to initial conditions,” "strange
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attractors," "fractal geometry,” and "determinism and chance,” are
evident throughout the narrative. Countless small events, reflecting the
"putterfly effect,” led to significant and unexpected outcomes.
Furthermore, the novel explores how inspiring characters influenced
the protagonist and altered the course of history, as well as the
intricate interplay of social issues such as displacement, citizenship,
and political, social, and cultural conditions, all shaped by the
principles of chaos theory. Given that history is a reflection of events
that have unfolded within human societies and beyond, with all their
positive and negative consequences, the author felt a sense of
identification with the novel's protagonist, Prince Mehna. By invoking
historical figures, the author successfully conveyed a deliberate
message to the reader: a ruler who enjoys the support of the people
can achieve the seemingly impossible. Moreover, he aimed to instill a
spirit of pride and dignity in Arab societies, encouraging them to
reject and combat colonialism.
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