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Abstract

The phenomenology of imagination is known with the theory of
Gaston Bachelard. A theory in which imaginary pictures connect with
the four main elements of creation: water, earth, air, and fire. Thus,
one or two material elements can be identified as the dominant
element in every poet, author, or artist. Among the poets of the
Abbasid period, the poems of Al-Sari al-Raffa’ evoke valuable
imaginary descriptions. The present research aims to examine these
imaginary descriptions of the poet using qualitative content analysis
with a phenomenological approach. The results of the research show
that the element of fire and its associated images such as the candle
flame are more frequently used in the poems of Al-Sari al-Raffa’ than
the other elements Because among the four elements.The
phenomenology of the candle flame displays a rare poetics in the
verses of Al-SarT al-Raffa’. The unique characteristics of the flame,
such as verticality, ascension, and loneliness, on the one hand, as well
as the wish to ascend and combine with the contrasting elements of
fire and water on the other, help to refine the feelings of anger and
poverty in the poet. In other words, imagining the flame has
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transformed this external phenomenon into an inner image and given
it psychic energy in the inner-outer dialectic.

Keywords: Phenomenology of imagination, Gaston Bachelard, Fire,
Candle flame, Al-Sarf al-Raffa.

1. Introduction

Poetic imagination provides the creative force for the images that
make up poetry. These images can be studied like any other
phenomenon in existence. Therefore, the phenomenology of
imagination was proposed by Gaston Bachelard in order to reveal the
dependence of the poet's imaginary pictures on the four elements of
creation, namely water, earth, air and fire. Gaston Bachelard is a
theorist who pays special attention to the relationship between the
author's psychology and the creation of imaginary pictures through the
emergence of one or two natural elements. This theory, called
imaginative criticism, attempts to identify the dominant element in the
imagination of poets, based on the psychoanalytic teachings attributed
to Sigmund Freud and Carl Gustav Jung, and to explain how that
element is related to the poet's psyche. This research has revealed the
element of fire in Al-Sari al-Raffa's poems in various ways in creating
his images. The element of fire and its related concepts, such as candle
and lamp, have led to the creation of poetic beauties in Al-Sari al-
Raffa's poetry. In addition to explaining these beauties, imaginative
criticism of the aforementioned images helps to understand why this
element exists in the poet's imagination and its function. Therefore,
the following article, based on Gaston Bachelard's phenomenology,
seeks to answer these two questions:

1. What effect did poverty and anger have on Al-Sar al-Raffa's use
of the element of fire and the creation of imaginary forms?

2. What was the function of fire in manifesting the beauties of Al-
SarT al-Raffa's poems?

2. Literature Review
Gaston Bachelard (1884-1962) was a famous physicist,
philosopher, and literary critic who introduced a new method, and
tradition in literary thinking and criticism. Bachelard linked his theory
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to the four elements of nature. In his opinion, these elements
themselves neither come into being nor disappear, but always remain
unchanged (Capleston, 1988: 77-78). These material elements have
been considered the origin of creation in the role of opposites that can
be united and combined, and have been the focus of various sciences.
Meanwhile, imagination has also been a field for joining material
elements together and creating imaginary forms, and paying attention
to this issue was a good motivation for Bachelard's theory. Bachelard
believed that creation arises based on the sum of proportional
opposites, and this is the same doctrine that is also widely used in
Jung's analytical psychology. Therefore, he included psychoanalysis
in the category of epistemology and made changes in the concepts of
psychoanalysis (Bachelar, 1999: 51). Bachelard believed that
philosophy should complement poetry and science and reconcile them
as two worthy opposites (lbid.), but the more he continued his
research, the more he distanced himself from psychoanalysis and
leaned towards phenomenology. So much so that he finally denied the
psychological causality of imaginary pictures, which psychoanalysts
believe to be certain, and considered images to be noumenon
(Clancier, 1974: 148-155). In his approach, Bachelard pays attention
to the fundamental imaginary forms that “always tend to invert
themselves” (Bachelard, 2018: 345). This leads to the dialectic of
opposites. Among them, the most obvious dialectic that connects
Bachelard to psychology is the challenge between the outside and the
inside, which focuses on the internalization of external phenomena.
This issue seems to be the turning point of this theory in explaining
the functioning of the dominant element of poetic imagination in the
poet’s psyche.

3. Methodology

This article examines the imaginary pictures of the poems of Al-
Sari al-Raffa with a phenomenological approach and a descriptive-
analytical method. In this study, the images related to the four natural
elements in the Divan Al-Sari al-Raffa have been examined based on
the components of imaginative criticism. Initial studies show that
these components are only visible in the images related to fire.
Therefore, the present study deals with poems related to the element
of fire and other elements have been excluded from the examination
process.
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4. Results
The results obtained from this research are listed below:

1. The phenomenology of imagination in this essay has
confirmed the influence of environmental factors on the poet's psyche
and highlighted the element of fire as the dominant element in Al-Sari
al-Raffa’s imagination. Among the four elements, the element of fire
is most compatible with the anger caused by poverty and has played
an important role in producing material and soothing imaginations.

2. Phenomenology of Al-Sar1 al-Raffa’s imaginary pictures, by
abstracting qualities such as uprightness, ascension, and loneliness,
has made the poet's imagination eager to internalize these
characteristics in his being and has turned the candle flame into a tool
for purifying the anger arising from the unfavorable conditions of his
life. Imagination alongside the flame has created a unique poetics in
Al-Sari al-Raffa’s poems that has the characteristics of dynamic
imaginary forms such as inversion. Also, the magical colors used by
the poet have made him appear in the role of an alchemist who makes
nature and its manifestations silver and gold to be a balm for his
suffering. Al-Sar al-Raffa’s poetic in Imagination with the Flame is
revealed when the dialectics of light and darkness, anger and wisdom,
poverty and wealth, ups and downs, and even water and fire, life and
death are activated. It is in these dualities that the poet, by creating the
images of (flame-palace), (palace-tree), (candle-tree), (tree-candle),
(flame-bird), (sword-river), (wick-snake), (wax-sea) and (flame-
pearl), internalizes the values associated with the flame object and
transforms himself into a subject attuned to and united with the object.
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