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Astract

Mohammad Momen al-Jazairi al-Shirazi (lived: 1130 AH) is one of
the writers interested in the Magamat in his time, and he has many
Magamat, but most of them have remained in manuscripts and have
not yet seen the light. This research tries to deal with the narrative
initiatives of the writer in these Magamat. Narrative-research method
has been used to investigate the problem. This research concluded that
these initiatives are different in different books. The main theme in the
book Al-Magamat is not begging, and the Al-Jazayeri's method is
completely different from Hamdani's and Hariri's method because it
does not have a specific narrator and hero. Al-Jazayeri's initiatives in
Kazanat Al-Khayal are in a different form. In this book, he does not
adhere to the characteristics of Magamat, so that the Magamat of this
book are oriented towards the technique of debate, sermon writing,
and historical biography writing, and have many allegories. The
Magamat mentioned in the book Khazanat al-Khayal have a
distinctive style that is different from the rest of the Magamat, as Al-
Jazairi used the form (me) in it in order to insert himself into the text
of the Magamat indirectly, and to act the role of narrator and hero at
the same time. Al-Jazairi, in Khazanat al-lkhayal, meets by chance a
person in the form of a sage, teacher, or sheikh, admires him, and
introduces him to the reader. That person is Muhammad Mumen al-
Jazairi, the writer Taif Al-Khayal and the collector of the Khazanat al-
Khayal .
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1. Introduction

The magamabh (a literary genre) emerged in the 4th century AH (Hijri)
as a form that primarily revolved around the theme of kudya (begging or
trickery). However, it underwent significant transformations with writers
such as Al-Zamakhshari (who focused on preaching) and Al-Suyuti (who
emphasized description). Mohammad Momen al-Jaza’iri al-Shirazi
(1074-1130 AH) stands out as one of the most prominent renewers of
this genre in the 11th and 12th centuries, particularly through his lengthy
maqamat such as Tayf al-Khayal (The Phantom), which exceeded 400
pages, shifting its focus from trickery to intellectual debates between
knowledge and wealth. This study aims to analyze his narrative
innovations, focusing on the themes of his magamat and their stylistic
features through a narrative methodology.

Al-Jaza’iri’s Life: Travel and Creativity

Born in Shiraz in 1074 AH, he migrated to India in 1102 AH, where
he became known as Momin Alikhan. He spent his life traveling and
writing, producing over 40 works, including Khazanat al-Khayal (The
Treasury of Imagination) and Al-Magamat al-Nasikhat li-I-Magamat
(The Magamat That Nullify Other Magamat). He died in 1130 AH, with
no precise record of his burial place (Madras, Hyderabad, or Delhi),
reflecting his itinerant life across Indian cities.

Previous Studies: Focus on Tayf al-Khayal

Awad (1979): The first to study Tayf al-Khayal, noting its shift toward
a debate between knowledge and wealth, diverging from the traditional
maqamabh structure.

Takhti & Mar’ashi (1394 SH): Analyzed the Rabi’iyyah and Jadaliyyah
magamat in Khazanat al-Khayal, highlighting their departure from
classical frameworks.

Al-Ka’bi (2005): Described Tayf al-Khayal as the longest Arabic
maqamah, emphasizing its conflict between materialism and intellectual
values.
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Mar’i & Mar’ashi (2022): Examined stylistic modifications in Al-
Magamah al-Qamariyyah, such as character renaming to strengthen
argumentation.

Fu’adiyan & Rezaei (1399 SH): Noted the fusion of magamat in
Khazanat al-Khayal with other texts, such as epistles and debates.

Narrative Analysis: Breaking Traditional Frameworks

Structure: The disappearance of a fixed narrator and the use of the first-
person ("I") to insert the self into the text, as seen in Khazanat al-Khayal.

Themes: A shift from trickery to philosophical debates (knowledge vs.
wealth) and social criticism.

Length: Extended magamat (like Tayf al-Khayal) were unprecedented in
Arabic literature, resembling modern novels.

Language: A blend of logical argumentation and poetic metaphors,
incorporating scientific and theological terminology.

Research Challenges

Lack of Documentation: Most of Al-Jaza’iri’s works remain in
manuscript form.

Narrow Focus: Most studies concentrate on Tayf al-Khayal, neglecting
other works like Khazanat al-Khayal.

Methodological Gaps: Absence of comparative studies between his
maqamat and those of Al-Hamadhani and Al-Hariri within the historical
evolution of the genre.

2. Results

This study examined the narrative innovations of Muhammad Mumin
al-Jaza’iri in his maqamat and arrived at the following conclusions:
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This writer authored approximately forty works, most of which remain in
manuscript form. Among all his works, three pertain to the magamah
genre: Al-Magamat al-Nasikhat li-I-Magamat (The Maqgamat That
Nullify Other Magamat), Tayf al-Khayal (The Phantom), and Khazanat
al-Khayal (The Treasury of Imagination).

Al-Magamat al-Nasikhat li-I-Magamat exists as a unique manuscript in
the author’s own handwriting at Shiraz University Library. This copy
contains an introduction and a single maqamah titled Al-Magamah al-
Qamariyyah (The Lunar Magamah). The central theme of the book is not
kudya (trickery), and its style differs entirely from that of Al-Hamadhani
and Al-Hariri, as it lacks a fixed protagonist or narrator. Thus, it
represents an innovation in the maqamah genre, deviating from
traditional characteristics. However, this study did not find significant
narrative creativity in other elements, such as time and space, in this
work.

Tayf al-Khayal consists of eleven maqamat. Al-Jaza’iri’s narrator is
not fixed but varies from one magamah to another. He does not adhere to
the conventions of traditional maqamat; instead, he leans toward debate,
homiletic epistles, and historical biography. The text features extensive
digressions, as the author often introduces a new topic before concluding
the previous one. Narrative creativity is evident in the elements of time
and space in this collection. For instance, the events of a magamah may
unfold over several years, as seen in Al-Magamah al-Sawadiyyah (The
Black Magamah). Unlike the magamat of Al-Hamadhani and Al-Hariri,
where events occur in a single location, Al-Jaza’iri shifts between
multiple settings.

Khazanat al-Khayal exists in seven manuscript copies and contains
thirteen maqamat. These magamat do not rely on kudya or literary
beggary. The book stands out for its unique and distinctive style,
differing from other magamat. Al-Jaza’iri employs the first-person ("I"),
blending with the persona of an imaginary narrator who recounts events
until encountering a new character named Al-Jaza’iri, who then becomes
the protagonist of the story. Through this unusual and original technique,
the author innovates in maqamah writing. In this work, Al-Jaza’iri
demonstrates creativity in characterization and narration but does not
show equally striking innovation in other narrative elements.
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