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Abstract

Currently, in addition to playing the main role of education,
universities should strengthen the entrepreneurial skills and
characteristics of students to enter the field of work and
entrepreneurship in  order to realize the development of
entrepreneurship in the country and reduce the unemployment rate of
university graduates. In this research, the evaluation and comparison
of entrepreneurial personality traits of Arabic language and literature
students of Semnan University has been done. The present research is
considered to be a descriptive-survey research from the point of view
of objective, application, and from the point of view of data and
information collection. The statistical population of the research
includes undergraduate and graduate students of Semnan University
who were randomly selected and analyzed using the Karjesi and
Morgan table. Also, a standardized questionnaire was used to collect
information. Data analysis was done through descriptive and
inferential statistics. The results of the research showed that the
students of Arabic language and literature of Semnan University are in
an unfavorable situation in terms of risk-taking, creativity and
challenge-seeking. Also, there is a significant difference between male
and female students in the characteristics of risk-taking, dreaming,
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internal control center, and seeking a challenge; However, there is no
significant difference in entrepreneurial characteristics among
undergraduate and graduate students.

Keywords: entrepreneurship, Arabic language and literature,
entrepreneurial  characteristics, employment creation, Semnan
University.

1. Introduction

Today, the responsibilities of universities have undergone
transformations, and they are no longer solely tasked with teaching
specialized  disciplines.  Third-generation  universities, known as
entrepreneurial universities, must cultivate entrepreneurial personality traits
in students alongside imparting professional skills. This ensures that
graduates possess significant entrepreneurial competencies, as numerous
studies indicate that entrepreneurship is teachable and that training in
entrepreneurial knowledge and skills directly and positively impacts the
establishment and growth of economic enterprises, driving economic
development and enhancing the quality of new businesses.

The field of Arabic Language and Literature, currently offered at over 40
universities in Iran at various academic levels with three specializations—
"Arabic Language and Literature,” "Arabic Translation,” and "Arabic
Language Teaching"—holds immense potential due to Iran’s geographical
proximity to Arab countries and the language’s connection to Islam.
Students and graduates of this field, by mastering linguistic and
entrepreneurial skills, can play a vital role in the country’s economic
development, as entrepreneurship directly influences socioeconomic
progress. The more a society engages in entrepreneurial activities, the faster
it achieves economic and social development.

Given the importance of these factors and the necessity for Arabic
Language and Literature students and graduates to enter entrepreneurship
and the job market, identifying their entrepreneurial traits to assess their
potential and design targeted educational plans is essential. This study,
independent of environmental factors, aims to evaluate the entrepreneurial
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potential and personality traits of Arabic Language and Literature students at
Semnan University and answer the question: What is the level of
entrepreneurial personality traits among undergraduate and graduate students
in this field at Semnan University?

2.Literature Review

A key approach to fostering entrepreneurship in societies is the
personality trait perspective, which posits that strengthening traits such as
risk-taking, creativity, achievement orientation, ambiguity tolerance, and
similar characteristics significantly boosts entrepreneurial growth and
business prosperity. This is particularly critical for university students and
graduates as they transition into the workforce. Previous studies reveal that
Arabic Language and Literature learners often lack the necessary skills for
entrepreneurship, with the primary obstacle being the mismatch between
university curricula and job market demands. To address this gap, the current
study assesses and compares entrepreneurial traits among Arabic Language
and Literature students at Semnan University. The findings can guide the
design of targeted training programs, skill-building workshops, or
counseling to strengthen weaker traits.

3.Methodology
This study is applied in purpose and descriptive-survey in data collection.
In addition to library research and academic sources, a standardized
questionnaire was used to gather data. The research population (103
individuals) included undergraduate and graduate students at Semnan
University, selected via a census sampling method, meaning all eligible
students participated.

4.Results

The findings revealed that despite Arabic Language and Literature
students’ interest in starting businesses, very few engage in entrepreneurship,
highlighting the need to investigate underlying causes and assess their
entrepreneurial traits. While students demonstrated strengths in some traits,
they scored poorly in risk-taking, creativity, and challenge-seeking—critical
elements of entrepreneurial success. Additionally, comparing male and
female students’ entrepreneurial traits showed significant differences in four
areas: risk-taking, visionary thinking, internal locus of control, and
challenge-seeking. This underscores the importance of integrating gender
considerations into educational program design.
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