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Feminist criticism of the novel ""Hawa" by ""Hayfa
Baytar'' based on the theory of Simone de Beauvoir
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Abstract

Simone de Beauvoir was a French writer, philosopher, and feminist
activist. She is best known for her groundbreaking work "The Second
Sex," which examined the role of women in society and the concept of
gender. Beauvoir's ideas on existentialism and feminism have had a
lasting impact on the fields of philosophy and gender studies.
Beauvoir's work continues to be widely studied and celebrated for its
insights into the complexities of gender and society. she challenged
traditional gender roles and argued for the equality of women in all
aspects of society. Beauvoir's concept of "The Other” and her critique
of patriarchy continue to influence feminist scholars and activists
today. the present study, with descriptive-analytical method, examines
the flow of criticism of feminism with the two components of
internalization and reconstruction of reality in the novel "Hawa" by
Hayfa Baytar. this research tries to investigate to what extent women's
issues in this novel can be analyzed and investigated based on the
feminist theory of de Simone de Beauvoir. the results of the research
show that Baytar, using the philosophy of feminism, displayed the
concerns of the Arab woman in the form of the independence of a
young and divorced woman who seeks to recover her identity in the
traditional society. Baytar does not recognize the right to oppress and
patriarchy for men and shows that being a woman has its own needs.
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1. Introduction

Simon de Beauvoir's views on gender, society, and existentialism
have had a profound impact on feminist theory and philosophical
thought. In her seminal work "The Second Sex," Beauvoir critically
examined the ways in which women are Othered and marginalized in
society, arguing that women have historically been defined in relation
to men and subordinated as a result. She challenged traditional gender
roles and stereotypes, advocating for the equality and liberation of
women in all spheres of life. Beauvoir's existentialist philosophy
emphasized the importance of individual freedom and agency,
positing that individuals are responsible for creating their own
meaning and identity in a world that is often characterized by
ambiguity and uncertainty. She rejected essentialist views of gender
and instead argued that gender is socially constructed and can be
reimagined and transformed. Furthermore, Beauvoir's personal and
intellectual relationship with Jean-Paul Sartre, while complex, served
as an example of a non-traditional partnership based on mutual respect
and intellectual engagement. Beauvoir's ideas continue to inspire
scholars, activists, and individuals seeking to challenge and dismantle
oppressive systems of power and promote gender equality and social
justice.

- To what extent can the women's issues in the novel ""Hawa" be
investigated with Simone de Beauvoir's feminist theory?

- According to Simone de Beauvoir's feminist theory, what are the
most important women's issues in this novel?

2. Literature Review
Feminist literary criticism, inspired in part by the work of Simone
de Beauvoir, examines literature through the lens of gender,
challenging traditional interpretations and analyzing how women are
portrayed in literature. This approach seeks to uncover and critique the
ways in which patriarchal norms and values have influenced literary
representations of gender, sexuality, and power dynamics. Feminist
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literary criticism often seeks to give voice to marginalized
perspectives, including those of women and people of color, and to
highlight the contributions of women writers who have been
historically overlooked or undervalued. It continues to be a vibrant
and important area of literary study, enriching our understanding of
literature and society. Feminist literary criticism also explores the
intersections of gender with other aspects of identity, such as race,
class, sexuality, and disability. This interdisciplinary approach allows
for a more nuanced and comprehensive analysis of literature, shedding
light on the diverse experiences and perspectives of marginalized
groups. By challenging traditional literary canons and promoting
inclusivity, feminist literary criticism contributes to ongoing
conversations about representation, power, and social justice in
literature and society. It remains an important tool for promoting
gender equality and diversity in the literary landscape.

In addition to her work on gender and existentialism, Simone de
Beauvoir also wrote extensively on topics such as ethics, literature,
and politics. She explored themes such as freedom, responsibility, and
the complexities of human relationships in her various essays and
novels. Beauvoir's interdisciplinary approach to philosophy and her
commitment to social justice make her a key figure in the history of
feminist thought and existentialist philosophy. Her ideas on the
construction of gender, the nature of oppression, and the possibilities
for ethical living continue to resonate with contemporary scholars and
activists. By examining Beauvoir's views on a wide range of topics,
we can gain a better understanding of her intellectual contributions
and their relevance to ongoing conversations about gender, ethics, and
social change.

3. Methodology

The analysis of the novel Hawéa -written by a woman- based on
Simone de Beauvoir's feminist theory, will show how women's rights
are violated in the Arab society, and many events are carried out for
the benefit of men, and men's interests are considered superior to
women's. will be The result of such research is the idea that
patriarchal society oppresses Arab women. the concern of Hayfa
Baytar, as a famous Arab storyteller, is the insignificance of women's
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identity and position in society, which is manifested by the form and
structure of women's literature in the novel "Hawa". In this novel, he
presents his views on women's rights through fictional characters. In
this research, most of the female approaches in this novel are
examined and evaluated based on Simone de Beauvoir's theory.

4. Results

In the novel "Hawa", the patriarchal ideology includes the defense
of a discourse that says that men should dominate women and have
authority over them. Through the character of "Aiman”, the heroine of
the story, Hayfa Baytar talks about the oppression of women against
the pressures of the patriarchal society and portrays women who, by
putting themselves under pressure in certain situations, provide the
ground to be the second gender. Aiman depicts the worry, fear,
insecurity and trouble of women in the traditional patriarchal society;
Therefore, the broad part of the story portrays the crisis that dominates
women's lives, such as the patriarchal society, environmental
deterrence, marital discord, the traditional role of the family, and the
inferiority of women.

According to Simone de Beauvoir's feminist criticism, the most
important female issues in the novel "Hawa" are the internalization
and reconstruction of reality. In relation to internalization, it should be
said that faith tries to present itself in a way that the dominant group
of society accepts. Throughout the story, faith is considered a
metaphysical entity, a myth on which men build society. In this novel,
the biggest difference between men and women is the issue of gender
inequality. Iman talks about the emotional and sexual freedoms of the
eastern man against the restrictions of women, who are allowed to
take advantage of a woman's existence and possess her.
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