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Investigating the Implication of Idealism in Foreign
Language Teaching: A Case Study of Arabic and
English in Intermediate Schools
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Abstract

Idealism, the oldest philosophical system of human, due to his knowledge
of Man as a mind-based creature and of learning as a rational-intellectual
phenomenon has affected educational schools of the world. Religious
schools due to their belief in the primacy of soul and mind, intuition and
dialectic and innateness of knowledge, have been affected more. The current
research is an attempt to employ qualitative meta-analysis to compare the
idealist schools of education in Islam and West in different dimensions. The
research findings revealed that both schools have been affected by idealism
in four dimensions of objectives, curriculum, teaching methodology and role
of trainer-trainee. Yet, Islamic idealism is more realist in theory and believes
in a balance between fulfilling spiritual and material needs of learner. In
objectives, unlike the western schools which considers learner as mere
object, the Islamic school considers the learner as object and subject of
education and underlines his material and emotional needs and interests.
Also, both schools believe that dialectic is the major teaching methodology
but Islamic view believes in a diagnostic phase before dialectic.

Keywords: Idealism, Anthropology, Education, Teaching Method,
Dialectic

! Corresponding author, Assistant Professor of Arabic Language and Literature,
Department of Language and Literature, Shahid Mahallati University of Islamic
Sciences, Qom, Iran, Email: Parvin.N@smc.ac.ir

2 Assistant Professor of TEFL, Department of Language and Literature, Shahid

Mabhallati University of Islamic Sciences, Qom, Iran.
¥



VEOY Gy VY sl LS ddazd (L815Tg dy W) AAN 290 Y1 dmod Al

1. Introduction

Idealism serves as a traditional philosophical system that, instead of
corporeal aspects of human beings, emphasizes the immaterial aspects
of the mind and soul. This emphasis is shown in different aspects of
human anthropology including human learning and education in
which language teaching is not an exception. The main presupposition
of this school of thought is that reality (whatever we perceive) is a
construction of our mind based on human experiences. Therefore,
reality cannot continue as an independent entity, emphasizing the
capabilities of the human mind in the construction of knowledge. Such
a presupposition has many implications in education. This issue is not
much discussed in language education. Also, the Islamic school of
thought has a long precedent in presenting its own version of idealist
thinking which is not ever comparatively discussed with the Western
version.

Research Question

Considering the problems stated above, the current research is an
attempt to comparatively discuss the implications of idealism in
language teaching and then investigate whether language teaching in
Iran complies with the Western version of the idealism or is consistent
with the Iranian version. Thus, the following questions are posed:

A. Which aspects of language education at global scale receive

impacts form idealism and what are the differences between

western and Islamic versions of idealism?

B. Which version of idealism is applied in foreign language

education in Iran?

2. Literature Review

Idealism which has its roots in Plato’s thought is discussed in many
Western writings but in the present research, only those writings and
researches that were more related to education are briefly discussed.
Philip (1910) in a study of Western idealistic thinking has reported
that Agustin was the first one who blended religion and idealism and
stated that faithfulness along with idealistic thinking can promote
human abstract thinking and the creation of knowledge. Brennen
(1999) stated that Plato was a pioneer for the inclusion of idealistic
thinking in education and proposed a methodology of idealistic

education that brings about the generation of ideas and results in
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discovery learning, internalization, and transcendence of learners.
Ozomon and Craver (2008) concluded that in idealism, Man is not a
creator of knowledge but discovers it in a heuristic fashion because all
knowledge is inherently endowed to Man as apriori. Islamic
researchers have also discussed this issue from different perspectives.
Jalaluddin (2002) discussed idealism within Islamic theology and
reviewed Islamic idealistic thinkers. Also, Hesamifar (2005) has shed
light on idealism from an Islamic perspective and investigated its
application in Education. Kohi and Shokr (2019) investigated Western
idealism from the critical viewpoint of Allama Tabatabaei.

3. Methodology

The methodology employed in the current research was qualitative
meta-analysis using Finfgeld's (2003) approach which is able not only
to analyze and organize the collected contents but also provide a basis
for scientific inferences from analyses. In other words, in addition to
presenting a crystalized analysis of the contents, the adopted approach
provides a basis for theorization which was used in this study.

4. Results

It was revealed that idealistic schools in Islam and the West have
some similarities and differences in educational objectives, curriculum
and syllabus design, teaching methodology, and the view adopted
toward learner-teacher roles while the Islamic version of idealism has
more benefits for learners and teachers. Despite that, foreign language
education in Iran, both in English and Arabic disciplines, follows the
Western school in the aforementioned areas. Adopting a materialistic
view toward need analysis, inattentiveness to learners’ emotional and
livelihood needs, inattentiveness to the context of learning, adoption
of a prescriptive curriculum, and lack of diagnostic view toward
curriculum are among the symptoms of adherence to foreign language
education in Iran to the Western idealism. The same consistencies are
also observed in the teacher role, learner role, teaching methodology,
and the instruments used in the classroom. These findings have
implications for language teachers.
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