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Analysis of the story of the village of letters
based on Propp’s morphological theory
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Abstract

The short story of "the village of letters" is one of Mahmoud Shakir's
short stories that teaches teenagers to persevere to solve problems. In
this research, the researchers have tried to search and analyze the
children's story of "the village of letters" based on Vladimir Propp's
morphological model in a descriptive-analytical way. For this purpose,
the main principles of Propp's theory were first defined, then the story
was matched with the civic functions and activities of Propp’s model,
and the degree of compliance of these characters with the functions and
actions in the Propp’s model was determined. After analyzing the story,
it can be seen that the Propp’s model provides a justifiable consistency
with the narrative structure of the story elements. The overall structure
of the story is suitable for this model and some similarities between
functions of story with this model is clear. At the same time, the
incompatibility of some self-care can be adapted to the functions of the
prop’s model with another interpretation of the story text. In general, it
can be concluded from the findings that the story of "the village of
letters" has a good match with the morphological model of Propp and
the self-working of the story is in accordance with the intended
functions of Propp.
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1. Introduction

The story has an permanent link with humans. The great variation of
this type of literature has led to various divisions of this category. These
categories are sometimes based on appearance and structure, and
sometimes based on content and topic. Short stories have an impactful
role on the readers in conveying various political, social, cultural and
economic concepts. Deep thinking in these stories and being precise in
the progression of events in them helps the audience to better
understand their concepts. Examining the narrative structure of the
short story will reveal the hidden relationships in the infrastructure of
these stories and reveal their structure and form better. One of the
prominent methods of story revision is the analysis of story structure
from the morphological point of view of Vladimir Propp, a famous
Russian linguist. Although Propp has defined certain functions for
"fairy tales", this model can be adapted to other types of stories as well.
Propp's systematic mind was constantly seeking to structure the stories
and put them in a certain framework.

The authors of this article, in order to investigate the effects of
Propp's morphological model on the basic structures of the story of
"The Village of Letters", and to show the degree of similarities between
the actions and functions of the story with the 31 types of self-care of
Propp's model, have reviewed this story and tried to answer the
following questions:

- How extent is Propp's morphological pattern reflected in this
story?
- Which fictional characters are more compatible with prop model
actors?

2. Literature Review
The short story of "the village of letters™" teaches how to deal with
the problems ahead. This story was written in the field of children's
fiction with the aim of teaching them persistence and perseverance.

3. Methodology
The method of this research is descriptive, analytical, and with using
Vladimir Propp's morphological model, has studied and criticized the
story of "The Village of Letters" in a library form.
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4. Results

The result of matching the functions of "The village of Letters" with
Propp's morphological model indicates that out of the 31 functions of
Propp's theory, 19 functions are directly used in the story, which are:
prohibition, violation of prohibition, evil, deficiency, mediation,
confrontation, departure, charitable function, hero's reaction, receiving
a magical object, victory, solving a problem, return, difficult task,
solving a problem, healing a disaster, recognition, punishment,
wedding.
As can be seen, the goal of the story is the hero's attempt to reach his
goal. This goal is the hero's transformed lifestyle to free him from the
constraints that he is completely dependent on. The theme of the story
conveys the message to the audience that big problems require big
solutions, and these solutions can be obtained through collective
participation, consensus, empathy, and a creative mind. Shakir
summarizes the way to achieve this important goal in not giving up,
continuous effort combined with motivation and hope.

In addition, the use of allegorical characters and inanimate creatures
(letters of the alphabet) in an imaginary village offers a new
understanding to readers. In addition, the lack of use of multiple
characters has kept the story from being crowded.
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