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Abstract

The present study attempts to analyze the violation of Gricean
Cooperative principle in Quranic conversations of the prophet
Abraham with the angel of revelation and his people. Accordingly, the
study analyzes the implicatures of the sender of the message and their
violations based on Gricean Cooperative maxims. A descriptive-
analytic approach is adopted to extract those secondary meanings. In
the initial phases of the research, we revealed that the linguistic
features present in the receiver’s speech demonstrate that the
implicatures of the sender’s speech are accurately received.
Furthermore, these features are in compliance with other linguistic
features in the sender’s speech. These features play a significant role
in the transfer of the secondary meanings between the sender and the
receiver and help both to comprehend the implicatures. The present
research showed that all cooperative maxims (quality, quantity,
relation, manner) were violated, and these violations occurred on the
part of both Prophet Abraham and the other party with respect to time
conditions and the linguistic context, enabling the covert meaning to
be transferred to the receiver. The violation of the quality maxim by
Prophet Abraham takes place to demonstrate the ignorance of his
people and to censure them. By denying the truth revealed by the
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prophet Abraham, they get entangled in an intellectual predicament.
The aim is to make them acknowledge their ignorance. Similarly, the
violation of the relation maxim by Prophet Abraham occurs to add the
meanings of censure, wonder, mockery, and humiliation. This
violation occurs through reducing the position of the gods of the
polytheists and covering their agency in the discourse. On the other
side, the violation of the quantity maxim by the people of Abraham
occurs for the delivery of three implicatures. These are ‘insistence on
worshiping their idols even when acknowledging their ignorance’,
‘reluctance to accept Abraham’s reasoning’, and ‘the reliance of the
people’s leaders on the ignorance of their subjects with the intention
of focusing their attention on their broken gods’, who summon their
people to assist them in burning Abraham. Furthermore, the violation
of the manner maxim in all contexts adds ‘emphasis’ to the meaning
of the discourse. Through the violation of the manner maxim,
Abrahams’ father intends to tell Abraham how much he hates him. On
the other side, adopting the same violation Abraham shows his
amazement, because late in old age he receives the glad tidings of
having a new baby by the angels.

Key words: Abraham, Quranic Conversations, Implicature, Grice,
Cooperative Principle.

1. Introduction

The exchange of ideas among human beings does not occur through
isolated sentences and successive, unrelated phrases. Rather, each sentence
has a specific connection to the others, and every speaker must observe this
connection for their speech to convey a coherent meaning. Therefore, there
exist overarching principles that both the sender and the receiver must follow
to ensure the correct transmission of meaning. It is the sender’s
responsibility to formulate their expressions in accordance with these
principles to accurately express their thoughts. Likewise, a person endowed
with cognitive ability can comprehend the message through the five senses.
There are shared assumptions that facilitate linguistic interactions, and these
follow a set of rational foundations that serve as essential criteria for
employing language and achieving cooperation between interlocutors.
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Pragmatics is a linguistic approach that studies the implicit meanings in
dialogue, relying on the indirect understanding of speech. It interprets
meanings based on the use of sentences while considering the specific
circumstances of time and place. On the other hand, some researchers—such
as Morris—regard pragmatics as a branch of semiotics, arguing that it
involves studying the relationship between linguistic signs and the
individuals who use them. Based on this perspective, it becomes clear that
pragmatics aims to provide insights into understanding the sender’s intent,
whether that be a writer or a speaker. Among the key concerns of pragmatics
is the examination of linguistic elements within a text and their interpretation
through linguistic and non-linguistic signs. Herbert Paul Grice is considered
one of the most prominent philosophers and linguists who explored speaker
intention and the principles of dialogue in their linguistic works.

2. Literature Review

Implicature, or implicit meaning, is one of the most pivotal and
foundational topics in pragmatics, as it explores the speaker’s intentions and
purposes behind indirect speech. Based on this premise, there exist scientific
principles for inferring implicit meanings—those subtly indicated by the
speaker in their discourse—which facilitate the extraction of the speaker’s
true intent and clarify their purpose. The recipient deciphers the actual intent
by employing three mechanisms: first, by paying attention to linguistic
markers within the text; second, by considering both linguistic and non-
linguistic formulations, along with comprehensive knowledge of the subject;
and third, by applying the rules based on the Cooperative Principle. Grice
presents inferential principles for structuring dialogue, with the Cooperative
Principle serving as the central axis of his theory, as it examines the
conditions and dynamics of dialogue between the sender and the recipient.
Essentially, the Cooperative Principle addresses how language is employed
in interpersonal communication. This principle comprises four maxims,
famously known as "Grice’s Four Maxims". Grice argues that when a
conversation adheres to these four maxims, meaning is conveyed in its
entirety. However, failing to observe these maxims does not necessarily
result in the recipient’s failure to comprehend or the loss of meaning.
Instead, the recipient shifts from the surface level of meaning to an
inferential level—unless one of the interlocutors is a young child, an
irrational person, or is in an abnormal state, such as being intoxicated or
afflicted by distress. Outside of such conditions, there is no doubt that

v



VP F Lo VO I 3l LS dlad (6157 gyt 4R 451 YD dmad! Al

violating the Cooperative Principle conveys a specific meaning, which is
understood by both parties in the conversation. Moreover, the speaker may
deliberately violate the four maxims to add an implicit layer of meaning
alongside the explicit one—this is precisely where the theory of implicature
manifests. From the speaker’s perspective, this violation is intentional; from the
recipient’s perspective, they exert intellectual effort and cognitive abilities to fill
in the gaps within the message by inferring the implicit meaning, ensuring that
meaning is not lost. In the view of the authors of this study, the Cooperative
Principle should not merely serve as a tool for counting instances of adherence
or violation, as some researchers have done by quantifying sentences that
conform to or deviate from the four maxims without deriving any meaningful
conclusions. Instead, this study aims to focus on the inferential aspect and
explore the hidden meanings embedded within violations and deviations from
the four maxims. Notably, the implicit meaning inferred from a given sentence
may have multiple interpretations, which are determined by the specific context
and dialogue in which they appear. When the speaker deliberately violates one
of the Cooperative Principle’s maxims, the recipient instinctively initiates a
cognitive process to extract secondary—or additional—meanings. This
cognitive effort ultimately leads to the comprehension of the implicit meaning.

3. Methodology

Not a single day passes for any of us without engaging in dialogue; in fact, it
is impossible for a human being to imagine life without communication with
others of his kind. Since ancient times, humans have recognized the necessity of
dialogue and have given it great attention in various aspects of life—especially
in the modern era—relying on books and works that address the subject of
dialogue. The Holy Qur’an, which stands as the highest constitution for
mankind, employs dialogue in various styles. These treasures require scientific
research to uncover their objectives as well as the temporal and spatial contexts
in which they were revealed. Grice’s theory is among the most powerful
frameworks for studying dialogue and explaining the implicit meanings hinted at
by the speaker. From this perspective, this study seeks to offer a new linguistic
interpretation of the Qur’anic dialogue between Prophet Abraham (PBUH) and
the angels on one hand and between him and his people on the other, shedding
light on the reasons for deriving implicit meanings. This study aims, first, to
identify instances of the violation of the Cooperative Principle in selected
Qur’anic dialogues and, second, to analyze the implicit meanings underlying the
failure to adhere to the maxims of this principle in these dialogues.
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4. Results

The principles of the Cooperative Principle have been violated in the
dialogues of Prophet Abraham in order to employ an implicit meaning. This
violation was committed both by the people of Prophet Abraham and by
Abraham (PBUH) himself. Moreover, this breach encompasses all four maxims
of the Cooperative Principle and varies according to temporal and situational
circumstances as well as the context of speech. The violation of the Quantity
Maxim, for instance, shifts in two similar scenes from a greater contribution to a
lesser one, and both breaches occur solely to convey a hidden message to the
addressee. Prophet Abraham employs the violation of the Quality Maxim to
express the foolishness of his people while reproaching them. He deliberately
ignores the truth to place them in an intellectual dilemma, compelling them to
acknowledge their misguidance. However, they persist in their obstinacy and
disregard the correct perspective, despite being convinced by Abraham’s
argument. Prophet Abraham (PBUH) violates the Relation Maxim with the
intent of rebuke, astonishment, sarcasm, and disparagement by employing the
concept of deletion—as proposed by Theo van Leeuwen. This strategy serves
the sole purpose of marginalizing the idols of the polytheists and erasing their
agency. The violation of the Quantity Maxim by the people of Abraham
(PBUH) serves to convey different implicit meanings. First, through this breach,
they blame Abraham (PBUH), suggesting that he has no right to debate them
regarding their deities, and they disregard his opinions to the extent that they do
not fully answer his question, resulting in a minimal contribution. Second, by
employing this violation, they indicate their persistence in idol worship even
after realizing their misguidance. Their intention behind this breach is to show
their unwillingness to listen to the arguments presented by Abraham (PBUH),
and this breach manifests in an excessive contribution. The third implicit
meaning involves the elders of the people evading Abraham’s (PBUH) question
by addressing their community and inciting them to burn Abraham (PBUH).
Through violating the Quantity Maxim, they exploit the ignorance of their
people, diverting their attention to their shattered idols—mere scattered statues
on the ground, which the elders falsely claim to support their people. In this
way, they provoke their followers’ fervor to defend these idols. As for the
violation of the Manner Maxim, it serves to reinforce emphasis in every context.
Abraham’s (PBUH) father commits this breach to express his intense hatred and
extreme displeasure towards Abraham (PBUH). Additionally, Abraham (PBUH)
violates the Manner Maxim to convey his peak astonishment—after receiving
the angels’ glad tidings of a child—alongside the despair he experienced due to
his inability to have children until his old age.
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