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Abstract

The parody of Abdolgader Mazani's fictional works revives the
humor of a convincingly American humorist and the techniques for
producing humor in short stories that he developed. This is not to say
that their stories share much more than the ability to entertain; their
similarities are a doorway into a much deeper exploration. In this
research study, therefore, an attempt will be oriented toward analyzing
important features of humor in works of Mazani, considering the
analysis of humor and humor techniques in Abdolgader Mazani's
works compared to Mark Twain's, on the basis of two sublime works:
About Barbers and The Village Barber, with the help of an analytical-
descriptive method and Robert Loe's model of humor. It is meant that
the major question to be dealt with in this dissertation be: What do the
characteristics of Mazani's humor, through comparison with Mark
Twain's, reveal, and what similarities appear to exist between them?
The findings of the study showed that Mazani followed Mark Twain
in prose humor and humor techniques. Both authors ventured into
humor after having lived the kind of tragic lives that beg the question
of one's sanity. Robert Loe's model of humor demonstrates that
Mazani followed Twain's lead in generating humor that stems from
both linguistic and non-linguistic elements; on a linguistic platform,
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lexical and syntactic themes prevailed with no sign of phonological or
functional levity engaged.

Keywords: Humor Techniques, Comparative Analysis, Linguistic and
Non-Linguistic Humor, Robert Loe's Model

1. Introduction

In literature and art, humor has always been a means to social or
political critique. Most humorist writers, in one way or another by
way of using humor, would highlight through their exaggerated and
most often unexpected representations a social, political, or human
floor in many things and compel readers to think. Two names of such
writers are Mark Twain and Abd al-Qadir al-Mazini. This research,
however, examines the humorous techniques of al-Mazini as
compared to those of Mark Twain to recognize particular features of
al-Mazini's humor and how he has satirized his society. The study will
also look into how the similarities and differences in humor can be
explained within the context of humor theories, particularly Robert
Lee's theory of humor.

Much has been written and studied about the works of Abd al-
Qadir al-Mazini and Mark Twain but very little compared the
humorous works of both authors in terms of humorous techniques.
This research does not only compare two titans of Arabic and
American literature but also uses the Robert Lee model of humor to
give a more refined and specific analysis and evaluation of the works,
showing how important humor is in the social and cultural critique.
Thus, the present study will attempt to give out the answers to the
following questions:

e« What are the characteristics of al-Mazini's humor compared to
Twain's, and what are his humorous techniques based on Lee's
model?

« What similarities and differences exist between the humor of Mark
Twain and Abd al-Qadir al-Mazini?

« What techniques did the two authors use to create humor?

2. Research Methodology

The research method used in this paper is descriptive analysis and
involves the juxtaposition of the comic works of Abd al-Qadir al-
Mazini and Mark Twain. Robert Lee's model of humor is employed in
this analysis, existing on two levels: the linguistic and the non-
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linguistic. The linguistic section deals with lexical humor and
syntactic humor in the works of both authors, while the non-linguistic
section deals with the violation of readers’ expectations in different
social and cultural contexts.

3. Discussion and Analysis

Abd al-Qadir al-Mazini, following Mark Twain, used humor to
critique society, but their humor differs in style and intensity. Below,
we discuss these similarities and differences. Similarities in Humor
Techniques:
» Laughter in Language Use: Both authors indulge in lexical and
syntactic humor extensively: About Barbers and The Village Barber
use verbal and phraseological expressions that present semantic
ambiguity and sudden changes to elicit a humorous outcome. An
example can be seen in Twain, where the ‘nose handle’ for facial
grooming creates fun because of the barber’s odd mannerisms.
» Laughter Beyond Language: Both authors use the violation of
expectation in situations to derive humor. In ‘About Barbers,” as the
barber appears to execute a certain task, the situation pivots and the
reader is confronted with unexpected humor. Similarly, the
expectations of the reader concerning the barbershop and the actions
of the barber in The Village Barber are completely violated, leading to
laughter. Differences in Humor Techniques:

e Intensity of Humor: Al-Mazini’s humor is generally more intense
and critical, while Twain’s humor is softer and more ironic. For
example, in The Village Barber , al-Mazini directly and sharply
critiques the social conditions of Egypt, whereas Twain in
“About Barbers” uses gentler humor to highlight social issues.

e Tone and Style: Twain focuses more on syntactic humor and
contrasts in sentences, while al-Mazini, in addition to syntactic
humor, uses colloquial language and local culture to create
humor. For instance, in The Village Barber , al-Mazini employs
native words and phrases that strongly emphasize Egyptian
cultural and social characteristics.

4, Conclusion
The findings of this research indicate that the humor offered by
Abd al-Qadir al-Mazini is very much like that by Mark Twain. The
two short stories where humor is analyzed using Robert Lee’s humor
model, showed important similarities in structure and style between
Y
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the two writers. They studied both linguistic and non-linguistic humor
in texts. On the linguistic level, the humor of both authors manifested
in lexical and syntactic domains, with no evidence of phonetic or
pragmatic humor in their works. Non-linguistically, disruption of
expectations and presentations of contradictory and unexpected
situations formed major elements of humor in both works.Haunting
from a mournful existence, like Twain, al-Mazini turned towards
humor as an example of social criticism and a necessity for stating
bitter truths. The most prominent humorous techniques found in both
authors are linguistic ambiguity, sudden shifts in semantic context,
personification of objects, and sudden contrasts. Thus, this research
emphasizes that al-Mazini’s humor is not only shaped by the social
humor of Twain, but it employed similar patterns in creating
humorous situations.
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