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Abstract

Habermas proposed communicative action between those who
corrupt society in order to achieve their personal interests using
instrumental reason. He proposed communicative reason, consensus,
and sound rational dialogue between opposing parties to resolve
disputes and achieve reconciliation. He outlined a democratic path
aimed at avoiding authority and the subjugation of humans to
societies. Surah Ash-Shu'ara’ includes dialogues between Moses and
Pharaoh, which represent the instrumental and communicative reason.
The article examines the dialogues between Moses (peace be upon
him) and Pharaoh using a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on
Habermas's theory of communicative action to conclude that Pharaoh
and Moses, in their dialogues, embody both the instrumental and
communicative reason. Moses (peace be upon him) used
communicative reason and rational, logical dialogue to achieve
harmony in order to prove his ideology, weaken Pharaoh’s position,
and remove his arrogance and haughtiness. He used, with gentleness
and kindness, informative methods to define his Lord as the Lord of
the heavens and the earth, the east and the west, and everything in
between, and the Lord of Pharaoh and his forefathers, to suggest that
Pharaoh did not deserve divinity. He used questioning to call them to
contemplate, abandon disbelief, and accept God’s divinity. He used
the condition of non-certainty, which is compatible with democracy,
and to suggest that Pharaoh and his people were not like those with
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reason, since they did not know their Lord, while His existence was
very clear, leaving no room for doubt or denial. Or that they were not
certain of the Lord of the heavens and the earth and everything in
between, in order to reform them, so that they would accept His
message and believe in Him. Most of his speeches were about
defining his Lord to remove the legitimacy of Pharaoh’s ideology
indirectly, to prepare the ground for logical dialogue for consensus in
accepting his message. However, Pharaoh resorted to instrumental
reason through violence, threats, and mockery to preserve his power
and weaken and deny the ideology of Moses (peace be upon him). He
used interrogative methods with meanings of denial, negation,
astonishment, mockery, contempt, and insinuation in addressing
Moses that he raised Moses for years, and that he did not deserve that
Moses would deny his blessings and be his messenger, to deny his
message and mock him, despise him, and threaten him. He also used
methods of emphasis and prolixity that indicate violence, absoluteness
in speech, dictatorship, and denial of Moses’ message and despise him
with certainty.

Keywords: Surat Ash-Shu'ara; Jirgen Habermas; instrumental
rationality; communicative rationality; argumentation.

1. Introduction

Habermas is the heir to the Frankfurt Library, the owner of the critical theory
whose proponents are influenced by the theories of Kant and Marx, and in this
theory they aim to liberate man and society from the thorn of politicians who
only work to achieve their personal interests. Since our current society is a
capitalist and authoritarian class society, each class opposes the other to raise its
needs and achieve its personal interests. Habermas proposed the communicative
mind versus the instrumental mind to raise the problems of society and classes
with the two opposing parties through dialogue and rational discussion with
kindness to reach agreement and solve problems. These dialogues and
discussions take place, according to his belief, in the public space that brings
together all people from different classes to agree and present opinions to reach
agreement together. They called on the different classes to think about the
collective benefit and the communicative mind to improve society instead of
personal benefit and the instrumental mind to corrupt society. The Holy Quran
includes educational stories for admonitions to humanity, and it contains
dialogues that represent Habermas' communicative action. One of these stories
and dialogues is the story of Musa and Feroan and their dialogues. Each of them
seeks to give legitimacy to himself and remove it from others. From here it
becomes clear to us that their dialogues represent Habermas' communicative
action. The necessity and importance of research in removing the curtain from
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their dialogues through the communicative action in this research becomes clear,
so that it becomes clear to us that each of them relied on any type of
communicative and instrumental reason that is compatible with their collective
and personal purposes.
2. Literature Review
We live in an authoritarian society that faces a legitimacy crisis in our social,
cultural, religious and political discourses in most cases through the instrumental
rationality that we use in order to achieve our own interests.
3. Methodology
this article studies Surat Ash-Shu'ara according to the descriptive analytical
approach, using Habermas' theory of communicative rationality to answer the
following questions:
1. How did Musa(PBUH) employ his critical discourse addressed to Feroan to
give legitimacy to his discourse and remove legitimacy from Pharaoh's
discourse?
2. How did Feroan employ his critical discourse addressed to Musa(PBUH) to
give legitimacy to his discourse and remove legitimacy from Moses' discourse?
3. What are the methods used by Musa(PBUH) and Feroan that are consistent
with their critical discourse?
4. Results

Feroan used instrumental rationality to serve his own interests, as we see that
he used interrogative and affirmative methods abundantly, as they are the most
common methods used by Feroan to indicate mockery, denial, negation and
astonishment through interrogations and to show power and dictatorship through
affirmative methods such as using “nominal sentences, if, lam, heavy emphatic
nun and others” to show certainty in the discourse, because he wants to control
the discourse in the service of his personal interests to give legitimacy to his
ideology and critical discourse against Musa and remove legitimacy from
Moses’ ideology and discourse to deny his message and call with mockery,
insinuation, violence and dictatorship and prove his own divinity and lordship
by denying another god and lord other than himself to prove his own divinity
and lordship. Musa used communicative rationality in the service of collective
interests, as we see that he used conditional and interrogative methods to present
his speech with kindness and gentleness through the insinuation derived from
the conditional method that Feroan is not a lord or a god, but rather he is like his
first fathers, a creature created and raised by God, the Lord of the Worlds, or
that they are not like those with minds, or that they are not certain of the Lord of
the heavens and the earth and what is between them, because he wants to reach a
collective consensus that benefits everyone without violence. Musa sought to
give legitimacy to his ideology and critical discourse against Feroan and to
remove legitimacy from Pharaoh’s ideology and discourse with kindness,
gentleness, and accompanying him in the dialogue by accepting his words to
prepare the ground for consensus and agreement.
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