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Abstract

The style of simile is a new term in Persian rhetoric, Mohammad Reza
Shafiei Kadkani used this term, which is the result of his linguistic and
formalistic approach to allegory. It separates it from other types of images and
separates what was previously called allegory or allegory from the realm of
defining the style of the equation. Since concrete examples of simile style can
also be seen in Arabic poetry, this research aims to introduce to the researchers
of the Arab world with the comparative method by describing and analyzing
this new expression technique in terms of structure and rhetorical and
syntactic features, as well as the features of the language expressed by the
formalists, so that in literary research, especially in the field of comparative
literature, take advantage of it. In line with these goals, it seems that among
the syntactic and rhetorical features of simile style, the elimination of the
syntactic relationship is considered the most important feature in simile style,
and for this reason, the scope of implicit simile is wider than that of simile
style, because many examples of implicit simile Due to the syntactic
relationship between the sides of the simile, they are out of the scope of the
style of the equation. Therefore, it is better for Arabic language researchers to
use the term simile style in examining this particular expressive technique so
that it is not confused with other examples of implicit analogy. In addition to
that, brevity, which is one of the tricks of formalists to defamiliarize, is
achieved in the equation style by removing similes and moves the simile from
the axis of association to the axis of substitution. Since the writer's speech on
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the axis of succession adds to the literaryness of his work, it can be said that
the use of the equation style, can be one of the indicators of literaryness in the
literary work.

Key words: ’Oslib-e Mo‘adeleh, allegory, Arabic and Persian rhetoric,
formalism, comparative literature.

1. Introduction
Mohammad Reza Shafiei Kadkani was the first to use the term "*oslab-e
mo‘adeleh" (equation style), which stems from his linguistic and formalist
approach to allegory. ‘oslith-e mo ‘adeleh is not exclusive to Persian literature
but can also be found in the literary traditions of other nations, including
Arabic literature. Therefore, in addition to the frequent use of this rhetorical
device in the poetry of some Persian poets, such as Saadi Shirazi, there are
also numerous verses in the works of great Arab writers, including Abu
Tayyib al-Mutanabbi, that can be considered concrete examples of ‘osliib-e

mo ‘adeleh with its distinct structure and form.

Research Questions

This research seeks to answer the following questions:

1. What s ’oslib-e mo ‘adeleh? And what are its structural, rhetorical, and
syntactic features that distinguish it from other types of allegory?

2. How does brevity (ijaz) in ‘osliub-e mo ‘adeleh and this rhetorical
device’s inclination toward the paradigmatic axis aid the poet in
creating a literary work?

3. How has ‘oslith-e mo ‘adeleh become a dominant feature in the literary
style of certain poets or in the stylistic trends of specific periods in
Persian and Arabic literature?

2. Theoretical foundations of research

Shafiei Kadkani, by coining the term ‘osliib-e mo ‘adeleh for a specific
rhetorical device and delimiting its scope from "implicit simile" (tashbih-e
zemni) while distinguishing it from "proverbial analogy" (ersal al-mathal),
paved the way for literary research, particularly in stylistics. This innovative
technique, distinct from other forms of allegory in terms of structure and form,
gains significance through its defamiliarization of conventional allegorical
patterns, as well as its conciseness (7jaz) and shift from the syntagmatic axis to
the paradigmatic axis. Moreover, due to its connection with defamiliarization,
it aligns with discussions related to Formalism.
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3. Methodology
This study employs a comparative approach based on description and

analysis to examine the rhetorical device of ‘osliib-e mo ‘adeleh, aiming to
elucidate its stylistic and syntactic features. Furthermore, it analyzes the form

of

’osliib-e mo‘adeleh in light of the techniques proposed by Formalist critics,

while introducing this concept to the Arab world so that researchers -
particularly in comparative literature studies- can benefit from it.

1.

2.

3.

4. Results
The findings of this research can be summarized as follows:
The term ‘oslith-e mo ‘adeleh (equation style) was proposed as a result of
Shafiei Kadkani's formalist perspective on allegory (tamthil), aiming to
distinguish a type of allegory that became increasingly prevalent in Persian
literature from the 7th century AH onward from other forms of allegory as
well as from ersal al-mathal (proverbial allusion).
The most important characteristics of ‘oslith-e mo ‘adeleh can be
summarized as follows:
Both the tenot (mushabbah) and vehicle (mushabbah bih) are expressed
in one or sometimes multiple sentences that are syntactically independent
of each other. Thus, the first step in this regard is the elimination of
the wajh-e shabah (point of similarity) as well as conjunctions. Due to
this emphasis, many examples of allegory and implicit simile (tashbih-e
zemni) fall outside the scope of ‘oslitb-e mo ‘adeleh.
The mushabbah is often abstract (agqli), followed by a sensory
(hessi) mushabbah bih that seeks to prove its plausibility—though this is
not an absolute rule, as sometimes both sides of the comparison may be
sensory, or an abstract mushabbah  bihmay explain a
sensory mushabbah.
The state of the mushabbah is expressed in full accordance with that of
the mushabbah bih, without any omission or reduction. This creates a
kind of balance between the two sides of ‘osliib-e mo ‘adeleh, which
appears to encourage poets to employ this rhetorical device. Additionally,
poetic meter, rhyme, and refrain (radif) assist the poet in achieving this
balance.
Some modern Arab rhetoricians, like their classical predecessors, apply the
term tashbih-e  zemni (implicit  simile) to similes in  which
the mushabbah and mushabbah bih are expressed non-explicitly, without
restricting it to a specific purpose (gharad) of simile. Meanwhile, other
modern rhetoricians agree on the first condition but limit the purpose of
this type of simile to "expressing the state of the mushabbah."” It would be
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preferable for all rhetoricians to use the term tashbih-e zemniin the
classical sense, so that non-explicit similes in literary works are not
excluded from this category due to restrictive definitions. This would also
prevent disagreements between classical and modern scholars. Instead, it
is suggested that the term ‘osliib-e mo ‘adeleh be applied to allegories
where both sides of the comparison are expressed indirectly and the
purpose is to "demonstrate the plausibility of the mushabbah's state."

4. ’Osliib-e mo ‘adeleh has been frequently employed in the poetry of Persian
poets such as Sana'i, Khaqani, and Sa'di, to the extent that it became a
dominant feature of their personal styles. Its use in Indian-style (Sabk-e
Hendi) poetry was so widespread that it emerged as a dominant
characteristic of that literary period. In contrast, although scattered
examples of ’oslitb-e mo ‘adeleh can be found in the works of Arab poets
across different periods, it only became a dominant feature in the personal
style of a few poets, such as al-Mutanabbi, and never achieved the status
of a defining characteristic of any Arabic literary era.

5. 'Oslib-e mo ‘adeleh employs allegory in a manner distinct from its
conventional structure, representing a kind of defamiliarization in the form
of simile-based allegory. Furthermore, the brevity (;jaz) that formalists
consider a tool of defamiliarization is achieved in ‘osliib-e mo ‘adeleh by
omitting the wajh-e shabah, comparative particles, and any conjunctions
between the mushabbah and mushabbah bih. This omission and brevity
shift the text from the syntagmatic axis to the paradigmatic axis, and since
paradigmatic expression enhances the literary of a literary work, the use
of ’osliib-e mo ‘adeleh -especially when it becomes a dominant feature- can
be considered one of the tools for creating literariness.
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