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Abstract

Cultural semiotics is a systematic, structured, and methodical approach to
analyzing cultural phenomena, capable of exploring the discursive and
communicative relationships within human societies. This literary discipline,
with a profound focus on structures, centers and peripheries, and binary
oppositions from Yuri Lotman's perspective, delves into the study of culture.
From this viewpoint, culture is a mirror that reflects human thought—an
essential component of society that manifests its identity and distinctive
features, both individually and collectively. Semiotics is not only a meaning-
making activity but also a cognitive and philosophical inquiry into
understanding life and its data. Within this framework, cultural semiotics
focuses on aspects of culture as part of the world of signs, examining dialogic
relationships between binary oppositions. This study, relying on a descriptive-
analytical method, examines Najib Al-Kilani's novel Al-Rabie Al-Aasefin
light of Yuri Lotman's theory. The final result of this research, after a detailed
analysis of the novel, indicates that two groups of characters can be
distinguished and analyzed: nature, which symbolizes barbarism, the Other,
and chaos, stands in contrast to culture, which represents self-awareness and
order. True love, which is not based on lust and sexual instincts, symbolizes
culture, self, and order, while love rooted in desires and sexual instincts
symbolizes nature, the Other, and disorder. These oppositions are artistically
portrayed within the framework of the novel, inviting readers to deeply
contemplate the nature of culture and nature.
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1. Introduction

This research aims to study the novel "Alrabi Alasef" from the
perspective of cultural semiotics, drawing on the views of Yuri Lotman.
By reading the novel, we can observe the manifestations of elements of
culture and nature within it, building on Lotman's contributions in this
field. Semiotics is one of the modern sciences that has greatly helped us
analyze and understand the novel from the perspective of cultural
semiotics. Humans, as semiotic beings, interact with their environment

and constantly bring about changes in it. Lotman offers a dual definition
of culture: First, culture is a body of information that depends on human
consciousness. In other words, culture is the boundary between the
human world and the animal world. As Lotman points out, the
consumption of material resources is a common trait between humans
and animals, but the acquisition and storage of information is the
characteristic that distinguishes humans from animals. Second, culture
Is not hereditary; it is information that is not transmitted through genes
and does not include instinctive behavior, but rather relies on the
functions of the symbolic system, as lvan Buloff points out.

Research Question(s)

This research represents a new attempt to answer the following two
questions:1. What is the relationship between the semiotics of culture
and nature and the city and village in the novel? 2. How are culture and
nature embodied in the characters of the novel "The Stormy Spring™?
Through this study, we seek to uncover how culture and nature are
represented in the novel and how the characters interact with these two
elements, using the theoretical framework presented by Yuri Lotman.
2. Literature Review

The field of cultural semiotics has witnessed a limited number of
research studies, including: "Cultural Semiotics,” translated by Dr.
Farzan Sajoudi; "Culture and Explosion™ by Niloufar Agha Amiri; "The
Fabric of Culture” by Alexei Semenenko, translated by Hussein Sarfraz;
and "Semiotics of Culture” by Amir Ali Nojomiya. Published works on
the novel " Al-Rabie Al-Aasef " do not go beyond the study of the
author's works or comparative literature. A master's thesis from the
University of Kurdistan in 1391 by Farnaz Heydarian, titled "The
Elements of the Story in the Novels The Stormy Spring and The Jakarta
Congquest," examined the diagnosis and comparison of the two novels,
paying particular attention to cause-and-effect relationships. This study
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is not related to our study. An article titled "The Character of Women
in Najib Kaylani's The Stormy Spring” by Imam Hilmi, published in
2016, differs from our study. Another article, "Explanation of the
Elements of Rural Literature in Nafrain,” also addresses this topic.
"Zamin and the Stormy Spring,” published in 1944, examined the
narrative elements of the two novels and differs from our study. An
article, "Semiotic Analysis of Narrative Discourse in Najib Kilani's The
Stormy Spring," by Belkacem Daffa (2005), also addressed the semiotic
analysis of the novel. An article, "Comparison and Study of Regional
and Rural Characteristics in the Novels "The Pilgrim Under the Rain,"
by Ahmed Mahmoud and " Al-Rabie Al-Aasef of Najib Kilani," by
Haideh Azimoglu Iskoei Al-Adab, published in 1941, examined the
regional and rural elements of the two novels. An article, "The Mutual
Concepts of Nature and Culture in the Field of Cultural Semiotics of
the Moscow-Tartu School," by Dr. Ahmed Bakchi, and an article, "An
Analysis of the Cultural Theory of the Symbolism of the Universe," by
Yuri Lotman and its Application to the Analysis of Relations between
Religion and Cinema," by Hassan Sarfraz and colleagues. The article
"Cultural Semiology in the Novel "Season of Migration to the North"
Based on the Model of Nature and Culture” by Mina Arabi and Zahra
Ghorbani; and the article "Research into the Construction of the
Artwork from the Perspective of Lotmanla” by Masoud Jungani. From
the above, it is clear that this study complements some neglected
aspects that were not covered in previous studies. This article
distinguishes itself from previous studies by focusing on the semiotics
of culture and nature in Najib al-Kilani's novel " Al-Rabie Al-Aasef "
in light of Yuri Lotman's theory. Therefore, this study is considered a
new attempt to analyze the novel " Al-Rabie Al-Aasef " from the
perspective of cultural semiotics, based on a theoretical framework that
is considered relatively new in the field of literary studies.
3. Methodology

This research relied on the descriptive-analytical approach, and it
differs from previous studies in that it focuses on the elements of place
and characters in light of Lotman’s theory of nature and culture.
4. Results

By analyzing the novel "Al-Rabie Al-Aasef" according to Yuri
Lotman's theory, it becomes clear that the novel reflects a profound
conflict between culture and nature, a duality embodied in the novel's
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characters and events. The study demonstrates how Najeeb Al-Kilani
uses semiotic symbols and connotations to embody this conflict,
making the novel a rich model for semiotic studies. This study
contributes to enriching literary research by offering a modern analysis
of a classic novel using modern theoretical tools.

The following conclusions can be drawn:At the beginning of the

novel, Al-Kilani describes the village as a source of nature. Manal
enters the village and feels sad and tense from her arrival. She
encounters the roughness of the road and the scurrying of geese along
its sides, while the villagers steal glances at her. The village's houses
are characterized by their mud construction, and its people live in
poverty and oppression, working in agriculture and livestock breeding,
and believing in superstitions. When their fields are struck by
epidemics, they attribute the destruction to Manal, believing her to be
the source of evil. However, Al-Kilani also describes the villagers as
generous. The village also contains cultural elements such as a school,
mosque, and hospital, demonstrating that the village is not purely
natural, but rather contains cultural motives that influence Manal's
understanding of the village's nature and characters. Manal sees the city,
especially Cairo, as a place of stability and security, where culture is
manifested in the Sayyida Zeinab neighborhood, the university, the
cinema, and her friends. Nevertheless, Manal chooses to serve the
villagers, despite her longing for Cairo.

The novel examines the characters' actions and attitudes within the
context of their relationships, focusing on love and passion in light of
the theory of culture and nature. There are two types of love: the first is
based on lust and sexual instinct, representing nature, and the second is
based on moral and spiritual pleasure, representing culture. True love,
which departs from instinct and lust, expresses culture, while love based
on sexual instinct expresses nature .The main characters in the novel

are divided into two categories: one symbolizes culture, and the other
symbolizes nature. Category symbolizing culture: Abdel Moati: A
positive and constructive character who supports the villagers and loves
Manal with a pure love devoid of lust. He represents culture through his
inclination toward religious rituals and serving people.
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Manal: A cultured girl from Cairo, symbolizing culture and working
to help the villagers while preserving her values despite attempts to
exploit her.

Umm Al-Ezz: A village woman who is honest and loyal to her
husband, symbolizing culture through her dignified family life.

Category symbolizing nature:
Hamed Al-Meligy: A married drug dealer who seeks to exploit

Manal and symbolizes nature through his selfish and destructive
actions.

Hajj Ali: An arrogant character who steals farmers' money. His love
for Manal is based on animal instinct, making him a symbol of nature.

The doctor: An opportunistic character who seeks to enrich himself
at the expense of patients. His love for Manal is based on lust, making
him a symbol of savage nature. Thus, the novel reflects the conflict
between culture and nature through its characters and events, with
Manal, Abdel-Moati, and Umm Al-Ezz representing the values of
culture and humanity, while characters such as Hamed, Hajj Ali, and
the doctor represent the instinctive and destructive forces of nature.
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