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Abstract

The connection between the poet and society is among the most
significant subjects in literary criticism. There are few poets who
remain unaffected by society or whose presence leaves no impact upon
it. This reciprocal relationship is a common and recurrent theme in
poems classified as social poetry; however, studying it within ghazal
poetry—where the poet’s individual and personal dimension is more
prominently expressed—is a subject worthy of deeper contemplation
and research. The mystical (Sufi) poem and the ghazal have been
among the most important aims and poetic forms in Arabic literature,
from the pre-Islamic era up to the modern age. Although poets have
primarily composed in these forms around lyrical and emotional
themes, social circumstances and the influence of society—with its
shifting conditions—have nonetheless manifested themselves within
these poems in various ways. Safi al-Din al-Hilli, a renowned Iraqi poet
born in the city of Hillah shortly after the devastating Mongol invasion
of Baghdad, matured amid the hardships and turmoil of the Mongol
period. In his diwan (poetic collection), he reflected numerous social
issues and concerns. This study, employing a descriptive-analytical
method, seeks to explore the social features of al-Hilli’s ghazals and
Sufi poems. It endeavors to identify and analyze traces and indicators
of social characteristics and themes within his mystical poetry. The
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findings reveal that the poet’s social concepts and concerns are reflected
in his ghazals through allegories, metaphors, and symbols—and at
times even directly—showing that the poet did not detach himself from
the social world, even in his most personal verses.

Keywords: Sufism, Ghazal, Safi al-Din al-Hilli, Mongol period, social
characteristics.

1. Introduction

The connection between society and literature, or the author’s
relationship with their own society, has always been an undeniable issue
in literary criticism from the past until now. Many critics acknowledge
and believe in the dual relationship between these two elements. Today,
with the advancement of sociological studies and theoretical
frameworks for examining the social aspects of works, as well as
understanding the motivations, capacities, themes, characteristics, and
social patterns of a literary work, this examination has become more
feasible than ever, occupying a large segment of literary criticism. This
critical trend is known as the Sociology of Literature. Fundamentally,
“the sociology of literature, as a social science, examines this part of
the collective consciousness and scientifically studies the social essence
of literary works, the necessities of the social environment that nurtured
the poet, their intellectual worldview, and the topics worthy of attention
in literary works” (Torabi, 1376: 5; Yassin, 1991: 12). This sociological
approach seeks to clarify that in the creation of every literary work, the
poet or author does not act in isolation; in other words, no creation in
the realm of literature and art emerges in abstraction and solitude.
Rather, writers and artists create literary works by relying on society
and what they receive from it. According to Herbert Marcuse, art and
literature are based on a power that is more real than existing reality,
capable of acting as a warning and an awareness-raiser by separating
the individual from the current situation (Nowrouzi, 1389: 19). In this
approach, the literary text is seen as a construct influenced by social
conditions, reflecting and indicating the state and circumstances of
society.

To sociologically examine or critically analyze the social themes and
characteristics of a work, attention to the type of political and social era
and its significance in terms of political developments and events is
crucial. In other words, through modern historicism, literary works
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serve as a useful source for accurately understanding many of the social
developments and conditions of an age. Moreover, such investigations,
while filling historical gaps and knowledge deficits, reveal the degree
of the author’s commitment and concern for society. Among the most
important socio-political periods in the Islamic world is the era of
Mongol dominance in Islamic countries. Understanding the social
conditions of this era through literary works carries a double
significance due to the vast scale of destruction and turmoil. Similarly,
understanding the social themes in literary works and the degree of an
author’s commitment to social circumstances and the echo of society’s
voice holds equal importance.
Research Question
This research attempts to provide appropriate answers to the following
questions:
1. What are the social characteristics in the Sufi ghazals of Saft al-Din
al-Hill1?
2. How are the social characteristics reflected in the Sufi ghazals of Saft
al-Din al-Hilli?
2.Methodology

Paying attention to the political and social period and its importance
in terms of political developments and events is vital for the
sociological examination or critical analysis of the themes and social
characteristics of a work. Furthermore, these investigations reveal the
extent of the author’s commitment and concern for society. The Mongol
era’s dominance in Islamic countries represents one of the most critical
socio-political periods, and understanding the social conditions of that
time through literary works is of paramount importance due to the
massive destruction and upheaval. The identification of social themes
in literary works and the manner of an author’s commitment to social
conditions hold equivalent importance.

3.Results

Based on the foregoing, can be summarized as follows:
Safi al-Din al-Hilli was a religious, eulogistic, or court poet, and
consequently, expecting numerous and diverse social themes in his
poetry—especially in his mystical ghazals—is illogical. However,
despite this, given the poet’s social commitment and fervor, and the
critical conditions following the Mongol invasion in lIrag and the
Islamic countries, he could certainly not distance himself from his
society, and traces of social characteristics have appeared even in his
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ghazals. The poet from Hillah loved his homeland. Despite continuous
trade and travel, his love for Baghdad and Hillah, and for his homeland
in general, is visible in some ghazals and expressions of mystical
ecstasy and fervor. In addition to his original homeland, love for other
lands where the poet resided is also reflected in his poetry.

Safi al-Din al-Hillt’s thought abhors oppression, and he expresses
his opposition and aversion to tyranny in two ways: individual and
social. He pursues the struggle against oppression and oppressors
within his mystical ghazals and Sufi states. The poet has integrated the
fight against injustice with mystical states, and from his perspective,
abstaining from oppression is not contradictory to Sufism or the
mystical world. In this regard, the pursuit of justice has played an
effective role in the poet’s Sufi ghazals through the precise application
of the keyword “justice.” The connection between the Sufi ghazal and
the praise of the ruler, presenting the idea of justice, is beautifully and
artfully demonstrated. Despite numerous individual motives, the poet
advised on justice and its enjoyment by the broad masses of society.
Attention to the establishment of security in al-Hilli’s poetry—given
the chaos brought by the devastating Mongol invasion to Islamic
lands—as well as attention to individual and social freedoms afforded
to the poet by the mystical and Sufi world of the ghazals, has made this
component a feature of the poet’s social characteristics that deserves
consideration. Here, too, the poet has presented his theories by linking
the Sufi ghazal with panegyric and subsequently security, and by
connecting the Sufi world with a spirit of freedom.
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