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A study of the poem "Eid, in what state have you
returned, O Eid" by Al-Mutanabbi in light of

Jakobson’s communication model
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Abstract

Roman Jakobson’s communication theory is considered one of the
pioneering models that explains the dimensions of language useing the
communicative process, emphasizing the multiplicity of linguistic
functions that language employs to achieve different purposes. These
functions include: the expressive function, the referential function, the
conative function, the phatic function, the poetic function, and the
metalinguistic function. Each of these functions, in its own right, plays
a central role in shaping meaning and organizing the interaction
between the sender and the receiver. This theory reflects a holistic view
of language as a dynamic system that grants linguistic texts a functional
and aesthetic depth beyond mere informational communication.
Accordingly, this study explores the poem “Eid, in What State Have
You Returned?” using a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on
Jakobson’s communication theory as a framework for decoding the
multiple linguistic functions utilized by the poet in constructing his
poetic text. The study aims to reveal how these different functions are
employed within the poem and their role in deepening meaning and
enhancing the psychological and artistic impact of the text, in addition
to clarifying the poet’s interaction with the reader or the recipient
through precise linguistic mechanisms. The study’s results showed that
the poet utilized most of the linguistic functions identified by Jakobson,
except for the metalinguistic function, which did not appear in the text.
The poetic function was central, evident in the beauty of the phrasing
and the profound effect it created in the recipient, while the expressive
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function allowed the poet to convey his deep emotions and sincere
convictions to the recipient in a direct and influential manner. These
results reflect the analytical value of Jakobson’s theory in the study of
literary texts and highlight the significance of linguistic functions in
shaping the aesthetic and suggestive structure of poetry, which deepens
our understanding of the relationship between language, literature, and
human communication.

Key words: Communication Theory, Linguistic Functions, Al-
Mutanabbi, the Poem “Eid, In What State Have You Returned, O Eid.

1. Introduction

Language represents a mirror of existence and is a fundamental tool
for communication between nations and societies in all fields. A person
cannot achieve their aspirations or understand the events around them
except through communication in a language that is comprehensible to
others. Thus, language plays a pivotal role in building relationships
between peoples of different languages and dialects. Humanity has long
sought to transmit its heritage in both written and oral forms, ensuring
the transfer of experiences and behaviors to future generations. Over
time, scholars’ interest in language has grown, leading to the emergence
of modern schools and theories aimed at studying language and
understanding its structure and functions. Among the most prominent
contemporary linguists is Roman Jakobson, who gave great importance
to language and considered it the foundation of human understanding.
Jakobson developed a model consisting of three elements in the
communicative process—the sender, the message, and the receiver—
and identified six basic functions of language. He believes that every
linguistic aspect aims to express or clarify the meaning within the
speaker. Based on Jakobson’s theory, the study aims to analyze Al-
Mutanabbi’s poem “Eid, in What State Have You Returned?”
considering it one of the masterpieces of Arabic poetry. The study uses
the descriptive-analytical method to explore the rhetorical, social, and
cultural aspects of the poem from Jakobson’s perspective, in an attempt
to understand the sender’s message and the aesthetic value of the poetic
text.
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Research Question(s)

1. Through the application of Jakobson’s communication theory,
which functions were most prominent and which were least present in
the poem “Eid, In What State Have You Returned, O Eid”?

2. How did the linguistic functions manifest in the poem “Eid, In

What State Have You Returned, O Eid?”
2. Literature Review

Communication is a natural instinct instilled by God in all creatures,
including humans, and it manifests through various means such as
signals, body language, and spoken language. Language is considered
the central axis of human life, as it is the means of expressing thoughts
and feelings, and without it, a person cannot convey their intentions to
others. For this reason, scholars have given great importance to the
study of language, which has led to the emergence of many schools and
theories, most notably the theory of communication or pragmatics. This
theory is regarded as one of the most significant modern linguistic
theories, and its roots go back to the pioneer Roman Jakobson, who
identified six essential functions of language when studying texts.
Although influenced by early thinkers like Ferdinand de Saussure and
Karl Buhler, Jakobson developed the theory, defined its functions
precisely, and emphasized the importance of context in revealing word
meanings. The theory is based on the idea that language is a functional
system that depends on discourse as the core of the communicative
process and the foundation of human behavior. Jakobson believes that
the process of communication requires a sender, a message, a receiver,
a context, a channel, and a shared code. Each of these elements
performs a specific function: expressive, conative, poetic, phatic,
referential, and metalinguistic. Jakobson relied on models used in
media and communication to define these functions, which gave his
theory precision and clarity in understanding the mechanisms of
discourse and human communication.

3. Methodology

Linguistic functions in literary discourse are diverse and encompass
six main types. The first is the expressive function, which reflects the
sender’s emotions and personal thoughts, and is clearly evident in
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lyrical poetry through the use of first-person pronouns. The conative
function, on the other hand, aims to influence the receiver and capture
their attention, usually through the use of second-person pronouns. The
poetic function stands out in the aesthetic and rhetorical aspects of the
text, focusing on the beauty of expression and the power of impact, and
it is not limited to poetry alone. The referential function is concerned
with providing real information or events, often utilizing third-person
pronouns, while the phatic function focuses on maintaining the
continuity of communication and ensuring the clear transmission of the
message. Finally, the metalinguistic function is devoted to explaining
and interpreting the language and clarifying the meanings within the
message. Together, these functions interact to give literary texts power,
influence, and a rich diversity of expressive and communicative styles.
4. Results

The results of the study revealed that the poet employed most of
Jakobson’s linguistic functions in the poem, except for the
metalinguistic function. The poetic function stood out through the
beauty of the expression and the depth of its impact. The expressive
function enabled the poet to convey his deep and sincere emotions. The
conative function appeared in the use of second-person pronouns to
attract the recipient’s attention. The referential function was reflected
through references to specific events related to historical or social
context. Meanwhile, the phatic function maintained the flow of
communication between the poet and the reader.
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