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Abstract

Semio-semantics is among the modern analytical frameworks in the
field of discourse. From a discursive perspective, signs engage in
interaction, opposition, or conflict with one another, thereby facilitating
the process of meaning transmission. Semantic signs are either
program-based and action-oriented or, depending on their position
within the literary text, shoshy (dynamic), tension-driven, or boshy
(latent). Research indicates that the poetry of Mahmoud Hussein
Mefleh is rich in action-oriented semiotic meanings, making it a
suitable ground for analyzing the functions of semio-semantics in the
context of resistance discourse.Mahmoud Hussein Mefleh, a
contemporary Palestinian poet, has portrayed the elements of resilience
in his poetry through the most innovative imagery and diction. The
present study aims to examine the process of meaning transmission
from the surface linguistic structure (resistance, perseverance, and
linguistic appeasement) to the deep linguistic structure (discourse of
resistance). This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
utilizing modern theories of discourse semio-semantics, and focuses on
three of Mefleh’s poetry collections: Memories of a Palestinian Martyr,
Islamic Inscriptions on Palestinian Stone, and The Tale of the
Palestinian Shawl.The findings reveal that every discursive act
involved in the formation and transmission of meaning consists of three
key characteristics: resistance, perseverance, and discursive
appeasement. The most central components of resistance discourse
include:Calls for steadfastness, jihad, and martyrdomCommitment to
covenants in the struggle against the enemy Rejection of traitors and
collaborators Avoidance of division and unilateralismThese action-
based components possess varying thresholds of resistance and alter the
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course of resistance-oriented discourse by introducing different levels
of energy. Hence, in most of his poems, the rational programmatism of
the mind and the eruption of dynamic (shoshy) signs consistently form
the core and driving force of the poet’s discourse.Mefleh’s action-
driven discourse and his humanistic thought intertwine rebuke and
encouragement in his verses, while hope and rebellion emerge in a
tightly interwoven, undulating presence within his phrases and imagery.
This resistant characteristic of the Arab poet’s discourse paves the way
for the transcendence of discursive actors and navigates through
linguistic structures of resistance, perseverance, and appeasement to
shape the concept of resistance. Such resistance enables the
reconfiguration of actions and prevents their stagnation within the
discursive framework.

Keywords: Semio-semantics, Action-Oriented Signs, Linguistic and
Discursive Resistance, Mahmoud Hussein Mefleh, Contemporary
Arabic Poetry

1. Introduction

Mahmoud Hussein Mefleh is a committed Palestinian poet whose
literary oeuvre is profoundly intertwined with the tragedy of the
occupation and the subsequent struggle for liberation. His poetry
functions as a form of cultural jihad, seamlessly blending national and
religious elements to construct a potent discourse of resistance. While
prior scholarship on Mefleh has primarily engaged with the thematic
dimensions of his work—such as the presence of martyrdom, national
identity, and anti-colonial sentiments—there remains a significant
lacuna in understanding the underlying linguistic and semiotic
mechanisms through which his poetry generates and transmits meaning.
This study addresses this critical gap by employing a semio-semantic
framework, which conceptualizes meaning not as a static, pre-given
outcome but as a dynamic, emergent process arising from the
interaction of signs within a specific discursive system. This theoretical
approach enables a rigorous and systematic analysis of how the abstract
concepts of jihad (struggle) and shahada (martyrdom) are not merely
described or alluded to, but are actively discursively constructed as the
foundational pillars of a cohesive Palestinian resistance identity. The
significance of this research lies in its methodological contribution: it
moves beyond content analysis to uncover the semiotic operations that
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transform language into a tool of resistance and identity formation. By
focusing on three representative collections—Memories of a
Palestinian Martyr, Islamic Inscriptions on Palestinian Stone, and The
Tale of the Palestinian Shawl—this study offers an in-depth exploration
of the poetic strategies that underpin Mefleh's resistance discourse.
Research Questions

The central research problem guiding this investigation is: How does
the concept of resistance transform from a scattered set of linguistic
components—manifested in imagery, vocabulary, and rhetorical
devices—into a cohesive, agential, and identity-forming discourse in
Mefleh's poetry? This overarching question is broken down into two
specific research inquiries:

How do the semes related to the acts of jihad and martyrdom manifest
and function within the poet's discourse, moving beyond thematic
representation to active semiotic construction?

Through which specific semio-semantic mechanisms does the
meaning of resistance transition from the surface linguistic level
(resistance, perseverance, and linguistic appeasement) to the deep
discursive structure (the discourse of resistance), thereby shaping the
reader's perception and response?

Theoretical Foundations of Research

The theoretical framework of this study is grounded in the semio-
semantics of discourse, drawing primarily on the foundational work of
Algirdas Julien Greimas and its subsequent development by scholars
such as Jean-Claude Coquet, Denis Bertrand, and notably Hamidreza
Shairi. Central to this framework is the distinction between different
types of discourse and the signs that constitute them. The analysis
focuses on three primary types of discursive systems and their
corresponding signs:

Action-oriented (Programmatic) Discourse and Signs: This system
is governed by a logic of action and transformation. The discourse is
structured around a program or goal, often operating within a
prescriptive modality (where a superior authority commands action) or
a persuasive modality (where one party attempts to convince another
through argumentation). In Mefleh's poetry, the call to jihad is a prime
example, where the poet, assuming a position of authority, summons
his audience to action through imperative verbs and logical arguments,
framing the struggle as an unconditional obligation.
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Dynamic ("Shoshy") Discourse and Signs: This system breaks away
from logical programmatism, characterized by emotional intensity,
fluidity, and passionate rupture. "Shoshy" signs erupt from the text,
conveying raw emotion, rebellion, and a sense of urgency that
transcends rational calculation. This is evident in the poet's moments of
heightened anger, grief, or euphoric hope, where the language itself
becomes a performative act of emotional expression.

Tensive (Tanshi) Discourse and Signs: This system is based on the
interplay between two axes: intensity (the emotional, sensory, and
qualitative dimension) and extent (the cognitive, quantitative, and
spatial dimension). Meaning is generated through the tension between
these two forces. For instance, the portrayal of a martyr can create
intense emotional pressure (high intensity) while also expanding the
cognitive understanding of their sacrifice as part of a larger historical
and spiritual continuum (high extent). The fluctuation between hope
and despair, rebuke and encouragement in Mefleh's poetry is a classic
example of tensive discourse.

Furthermore, the analysis utilizes the concept of pre-tension (pre-
construct), which involves the act of making the absent present within
the discourse. In the context of martyrdom, this mechanism is crucial,
as the poet directly addresses the fallen, bringing them into the temporal
and spatial "here and now" of the poem, thereby transforming them
from passive memories into active agents whose legacy shapes the
present struggle. Finally, the study employs the triadic model of
resistance, perseverance, and appeasement as key characteristics of
discursive acts that shape the flow of meaning. Resistance refers to the
creation of obstacles against the imposition of meaning by another
force; perseverance is the sustained effort to maintain a discursive
position; and appeasement involves the modulation of tension within
the discourse. The interplay of these three forces determines the
dynamic trajectory of the text.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method,
characterized by a qualitative and text-focused approach. The corpus of
the study consists of three collections of poetry by Mahmoud Hussein
Mefleh: Memoirs of a Palestinian Martyr, Islamic Inscriptions on
Palestinian Stone, and The Tale of the Palestinian Shawl. These
collections were purposively selected for their explicit thematic focus
on the Palestinian cause, the clarity of their jihad and martyrdom motifs,
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and their representative quality in showcasing the poet's distinctive
style.

The analytical process is multi-layered. It begins with a close reading
of the selected texts to identify the key linguistic structures, rhetorical
devices, and recurring imagery that relate to the themes of resistance,
struggle, and sacrifice. Following this, the analysis examines how these
elements are organized and deployed within the different semio-
semantic systems outlined in the theoretical framework. This involves
tracing how the poet shifts between prescriptive commands (calling for
action), dynamic eruptions of emotion, and tensive constructions of
meaning (juxtaposing hope and despair). A crucial part of the
methodology is to trace how specific linguistic choices—such as the
use of imperative verbs to create a prescriptive system, the deployment
of evocative metaphors (e.g., comparing martyrs to rain or palm trees)
to forge dynamic signs, and the use of rhetorical questions to generate
tension—function to transform the linguistic material into a coherent
and potent discourse of resistance. The analysis aims to demonstrate the
process through which meaning is transferred from the surface structure
of the text to its deep, identity-forming discursive level.

Results

The semio-semantic examination of Mefleh's poetic discourse
reveals that the concept of jihad constitutes the central axis of his work,
systematically articulated within a prescriptive discursive system. The
poet, by assuming a position of discursive authority, summons his
audience—Palestinian, Arab, and Muslim—to action and uprising. This
summons is not based on mere emotional appeal but is rooted in a
network of arguments that frame jihad as an unconditional religious and
moral obligation. This obligation is frequently legitimized through the
concept of revenge as an inherent right, thereby stripping the act of any
connotation of aggression and firmly situating it within the paradigm of
legitimate defense. Mefleh’s imagery further elevates jihad from a
historical phenomenon to an ontological principle. For instance,
militants are likened to rain in a parched desert, symbolizing jihad as a
source of vital spiritual and national regeneration. Similarly,
comparisons to ears of wheat and steeds underscore both the fecundity
and the blessing inherent in resistance, embedding it within the
continuum of Arab epic traditions.

The notion of martyrdom is examined through the crucial mechanism
of pre-tension, which renders the absent martyrs powerfully present
yod
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within the discourse. By directly addressing martyrs and affirming their
continuous, active presence, the poet collapses temporal and spatial
boundaries. The martyr is not conceived as deceased but as a luminous
source of guidance and intercession. This rhetorical strategy instills in
the living audience a profound sense of responsibility and moral
accountability. The symbolism surrounding martyrdom is profoundly
semiotic. The recurrent image of the palm tree associates the martyr
with steadfastness and fruitfulness, even under the harshest conditions
of occupation. Likewise, the stone—ordinarily the weapon of the weak
in the context of the intifada—undergoes a semiotic transformation into
an active, explosive sign, endowed with voice and agency. This
personification underscores the universality and sanctity of the struggle.

The findings also highlight the critical role of dynamic (shoshy) and
tensive systems in the poet's work. His discourse is characterized by a
profound interweaving of rebuke and encouragement, hope and
rebellion. This creates an undulating emotional presence within his
phrases, generating a tensive quality where the pain of reality and the
transcendence of the ideal are in constant interplay. It is precisely this
tension that generates the high emotional intensity of his discourse,
compelling the audience to move beyond passive empathy towards
active engagement. In conclusion, Mefleh's poetic discourse operates
through a dynamic interplay of action-oriented, dynamic, and tensive
signs, working in concert to construct resistance not as a fleeting
sentiment but as a fundamental, identity-defining discourse. This
discourse, characterized by its own internal logic of resistance,
perseverance, and appeasement, enables the reconfiguration of actions
and prevents their stagnation, thereby sustaining the very struggle it
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