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Sociology of Creativity: The Interplay of Field, Habitus,
and Work in the Formation of the Poetic Collection
"The Wandering' According to Bourdieu's Theory

Article Type: Research
Ali Khaleghi'*, Hasan Najafi?

Abstract

Proponents of the social criticism of literature believe that literary
works are nothing but the product of life and the social environment.
Therefore, the theory of practice by the French sociologist Pierre
Bourdieu is considered one of the most prominent approaches that has
focused on the three elements for the critique of a literary work -namely
Field, Habitus, and Work- which form the theoretical framework of this
research. In modern Arabic literature, there are many poets whose
poems have been devoted to social issues, particularly the Palestinian
cause. Among them is the Egyptian poet Mahmoud Hassan Ismail, who
committed his poetry to defending Palestine and resistance, making it
worthy of study from the perspective of sociological criticism. This
article investigates the manifestations of resistance in Mahmoud Hassan
Ismail's poetic collection "The Wandering" in light of Pierre Bourdieu's
theory of practice. Relying on a descriptive-analytical method, it seeks
to answer the following two questions: How did the three elements of
practice manifest in Hassan Ismail's collection "The Wandering"? What
are the hidden social dimensions revealed by the tripartite framework
of Bourdieu's theory in Hassan Ismail's "The Wandering?" The findings
of the research indicate that the dialectical relationship between the
agent's character (habitus), the field, and the work was evident in the
poet's poems on Palestinian resistance, which played the role of a
worldview. Furthermore, the collection "The Wandering" reflects
fundamental issues linked to the social and political field of Palestinian
society as symbols of resistance, including Jerusalem, the Palestinian
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child, martyrdom, the Palestinian mother, and the emergence of the
generation of resistance.

Key words: Sociology of Literature, Pierre Bourdieu, Mahmoud Hassan
Ismail, Theory of Practice, The Wandering.

1. Introduction

Since social issues and human behavior influence and are reflected in
literature, these issues are considered fundamental and central concepts in
Bourdieu's sociology, and among the most controversial for critics who affirm
the strong relationship between literature and society. The literary text remains
a mirror reflecting its social reality and a sincere expression of its concerns
and issues. Literature is not an isolated activity, but rather the product of
complex historical and social contexts. Through literary texts, we can read the
hidden layers of society and decipher its cultural mechanisms. In this context,
the theoretical importance of examining the dialectical relationship between
creativity and society becomes evident. This highlights the value of modern
sociological theories, which provide us with methodological tools for
analyzing this relationship scientifically. Among the most prominent of these
theories is that offered by the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu through his
conceptual triad: "Field," "Habitus," and "Work." The field constitutes the
social space where struggles over symbolic capital take place. Habitus
expresses the individual's internal system that guides their behavior. Work
represents the practical embodiment of the relationship between field and
habitus. Thus, this triad offers an integrated method for reading the literary
text as a social product.

Mahmoud Hassan Ismail is a contemporary Egyptian poet with numerous
poetry collections, including "Inevitable" and "The Wandering" (Juma'a,
2009: 143). His collection "The Wandering," spanning about seventy pages,
revolves around the Palestinian cause and the resistance against its Zionist
enemy. The poet Mahmoud Hassan Ismail denounces the Arab stance of
silence in the face of Zionist massacres against the Palestinian people and
seeks to galvanize resolve, raising his voice even though his poetic voice did
not reach many major Arab capitals. Therefore, we see the reflection of the
Palestinian cause in this collection as a driving force that places it within the
realm of committed literature, worthy of study through the lens of modern
literary criticism schools. This article followed the steps of the descriptive-
analytical method to examine the poetic collection "The Wandering," relying
on Pierre Bourdieu's Theory of Practice, due to the abundance of resistance
motifs in the poet's work, especially in the collection "The Wandering," which
aligns with the three criteria of Bourdieu's theory. The aim is to uncover how
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Bourdieu's concepts manifest within the fabric of the poetic text and to explore
the hidden social dimensions in the "The Wandering" poetry collection.
Research Question(s)
Questions that the article answers about:
1. How did the three elements of practice manifest in Mahmoud Hassan
Ismail's poetic collection "The Wandering?"
2.What are the hidden social dimensions revealed by Bourdieu's tripartite
theory in Mahmoud Hassan Ismail's poetic collection "The Wandering"?

2. Literature Review

A study dedicated to textual referral in the sermons of the sincere Imam,
peace be upon them But there are some studies that were published and one
of its subjects was to address this Imam He did not search for textual referrals
in the speeches of Imam Al -Sadiq (PBUH), We have mentioned this research
and analyzed it and adopted in this study a descriptive approach based on
analysis and conclusion in the technical methods that Imam al -Sadig (PBUH)
took in his sermons.

3. Methodology

This The world of Mahmoud Hassan Ismail has been addressed by
researchers and scholars, resulting in numerous studies and investigations
examining his literature and perspectives. Regarding studies related to his
poetry, here are some examples:

A study by Mustafa Al-Sa'dani (n.d.) was published in his book titled "Atrtistic
Imagery in the Poetry of Mahmoud Hassan Ismail," in which he examined the
poet's literary standing and the types of imagery in his poetry. The study
discussed features of the rural environment and rural nature in Mahmoud
Hassan Ismail's poetry, addressing rhetorical imagery such as simile,
metaphor, metonymy, and allusion in the poet's work through an aesthetic and
artistic approach.

Murad Abdelrahman Mabrouk (2018), in an article titled "ldentity,
Architectural and Geopolitical Formation of the Poetic Text in Mahmoud
Hassan Ismail," explores international political relations in light of the
circumstances and geographical composition reflected in the poet's verses.
This article focuses on analyzing Mahmoud Hassan Ismail's poetry from a
geopolitical perspective, examining how international political relations are
influenced by the geographical structure of the places mentioned in his poetic
texts.

Based on this, the study titled "Sociology of Creativity: The Interplay of
Field, Habitus, and Work in the Formation of the Poetic Collection The
Wandering' According to Bourdieu's Theory™ has not been previously
explored through an independent study, except for brief mentions within some
research. This gap remains unfilled among the studies and research concerning
this poet.
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4. Results

The following are the key findings obtained in the current research, based
on Bourdieu's theory, after studying the poetic collection "The Wandering":
There is a strong relationship between the agent (persona), the field, and the
work. This relationship is manifested in the dialectic between the poet, the
Palestinian cause, and his poetry, which is a product of the bitter Palestinian
reality. This is because the poet did not create an abstract, imaginary world in
his poems disconnected from the Palestinian field; rather, he sought to re-
imagine the reality of the social experience he lived through. In other words,
the dialectical relationship evident in the agent, field, and work leads to the
observation that Mahmoud Hassan Ismail, in the collection "The Wandering,"
unveils a genuine experience he underwent and lived with his entire being,
coloring it with shades of imagination and literature.
The dominant idea in the cultural and political field, emanating from
Palestinian resistance, played the role of a worldview that provided the poet
with the thematic foundation for his poems. Here, the poetic work is the
product of the interaction and dialectic between the poet's committed persona
and the oppressive field of occupation, making his poetry a means to express
the spirit of resistance and ignite it in others .According to Bourdieu's theory,
the collection "The Wandering" reflects several fundamental Palestinian
issues linked to the social and political field: Jerusalem, the Palestinian child,
martyrdom, the Palestinian mother, and the emergence of the resistance
generation:
Jerusalem is the heart of the triad's dialectic, serving as a symbol of unity that
shapes the poet's identity, habitus, and work. The deception and appropriation
of Jerusalem by Zionist wolves have expanded the field to broad horizons
connected to a universal human vision. The Palestinian child represents a
future surrounded by despair and hopelessness. This means that upcoming
Palestinian generations are captive to the habitus of the Zionist entity, which
is not content with controlling the land but also targets the future.
The Palestinian mother in "The Wandering" collection is not merely a focal
point around which the field and work revolve. In the context of resistance,
the mother embodies the role of work, as she instills the culture of resistance
in the souls of her children and future generations. In other words, the mother
is not just a symbol of motherhood; she is the axis of steadfastness and
resistance upbringing. Her role goes beyond giving birth to include planting
national awareness and a spirit of defiance in her children. Martyrdom, as a
positive reaction within the field to combat the Zionist habitus, is not merely
death in resistance poetry. Rather, it is an expression of Islamic thought
nurtured in the embrace of deep Sufism, serving as a positive reaction akin to
an Islamic habitus in organizing and shaping the field of resistance. Thus, the
poet's poems are imbued with a divine hue.
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