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Abstract

In higher education, curriculum design is a key element requiring
attention to multiple components. In Arabic Language and Literature
programs, a coherent and effective curriculum—especially for the
core courses of sarf (morphology) and nahw (syntax)—is essential.
This qualitative study, based on the Grounded Theory method, used
expert interviews to identify major components of an ideal curriculum.
Data were analyzed through Glaser’s approach across six aspects:
goals, content, teaching—learning methods, evaluation, allocated
credits, and sources. Findings show that an ideal curriculum should
emphasize applying grammatical rules in various texts to strengthen
the four language skills—Ilistening, reading, writing, and speaking. It
should also reduce less relevant topics and focus on current learner
needs. Using text-based and collaborative methods (such as the spiral
model) can enhance learning. Integrating morphology and syntax
courses equally and developing new textbooks based on modern
teaching methods are also suggested.

Keywords: ideal curriculum, morphology and syntax, grounded
theory, Glaser method.

1. PhD Student in Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Languages and
Literature, University of Yazd, Yazd, Iran; orcid.org/ 0009-0003-3225-7900.

2. Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of
Languages and Literature, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran; orcid.org/0000-0003-0625-
1620 Email: behnam.farsi@yazd.ac.ir

3- Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of Psychology
and Educational Sciences, University of Yazd, Yazd, Iran; orcid.org/ 0000-0002-

7580-165X.
a3



Y €00 Lo VA JI 3l S2 dghaad (813Ty iy Al ARl A1 pY) dmed! A

1. Introduction

Morphology and syntax are fundamental components of Arabic
language education in higher academic contexts, as they play a crucial
role in developing the four core language skills: listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Despite allocating 20 credits to these courses in
the official curriculum, the current instructional approach—
characterized by traditional rule-based teaching, isolated grammatical
examples, excessive exceptions, and limited educational resources—
has led to noticeable weaknesses in students’ linguistic performance.
Consequently, a critical revision of the curriculum and the
development of an ideal model are required.
Research Questions

This study seeks to answer the following primary question:
“What are the essential features of an ideal curriculum for teaching
morphology and syntax in the undergraduate programs of Arabic
Language and Literature in Iranian public universities?”

2. Theoretical foundations of research

An ideal curriculum, according to experts, must reflect the real
needs of learners and ensure internal coherence among curriculum
elements—objectives, content, instructional strategies, assessment
procedures, time allocation, and educational resources—based on
principles such as progression, adequacy of content, creativity, and
effectiveness of the learning environment. Grounded Theory offers an
appropriate framework to explore latent instructional components and
actual classroom practices.

3. Methodology

This research employed a descriptive-qualitative approach using
Grounded Theory with Glaserian methodology. Data were collected
through semi-structured interviews with 10 university faculty
members specializing in the teaching of morphology and syntax. The
data were analyzed through open, axial, and selective coding, resulting
in 385 open codes categorized into 74 axial codes. To ensure rigor, the
criteria of credibility, transferability, dependability, and confirmability
were applied.

4. Results

The findings highlight that the ideal curriculum should adhere to

the following principles:

Objectives: mastery of the functional application of grammar in
contemporary texts and real communication
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Content: text-based, need-oriented, updated topics with reduced low-
value content
Teaching methods: collaborative, spiral, functional approaches and
discourse-analysis-based strategies
Assessment: emphasis on continuous, analytical, and performance-
based evaluation while reducing reliance on final examinations
Course design and credits: greater focus on practical/workshop-based
instruction and potential integration of morphology and syntax into a
unified functional course format
Resources: development of new textbooks grounded in functional and
modern language-teaching perspectives instead of outdated traditional
sources

Overall, the study emphasizes the necessity of shifting from a
traditional structure-focused pedagogy toward a functional, text-
driven, and learner-needs-based approach, which can enhance learning
quality, strengthen communicative competence, and improve the
alignment  between university education and professional
requirements.
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