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Abstract

Imagination has always been the most fundamental element in
literary creation, particularly in poetry. It functions as a defensive and
confrontational mechanism that represents the poet's profound
experiences and their perspective on existence. These characteristics
elevate the poet from a passive state, directing their attention to
communicative interactions formed within society—ranging from bitter
political struggles to personal romantic experiences. Yahya al-Samawi
(born 1949), a prominent Iragi poet, is among those whose poetry
encompasses both categories, demonstrating a connection between the
faculty of imagination and the poet's inner self. This relationship can be
analyzed and critiqued based on Gilbert Durand's (1921) theory of the
mythocriticism of imagination in his book "The Structures of the
Imaginary,” using a phenomenological approach. The significance of
this research lies in how al-Samawi's poetic world is built upon an
extensive network of images, symbols, and archetypes that align with
Durand's cognitive approach. Data collection was based on electronic
studies, with the statistical population consisting of all verses from the
love ode "Fi Laylin Bahiyyin™ (In a Luminous Night). A qualitative
approach and content analysis method were employed to apply
Durand's typologies of imaginative forms. Consequently, identifying
the poem's primary structure took precedence over random sampling
from multiple odes. The ode was selected to highlight the romantic
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dimension of al-Samawi's work—he is primarily known as a poet of
resistance—and for its complete alignment with the core components
of Durand's theory in creating images (both mythical and, more broadly,
within the diurnal and nocturnal regimes). Results indicate a strong
correlation between the poet's mythical narratives and metaphorical
language. This is most frequent in the dramatic structure of the
nocturnal regime, resulting from reflex reactions and rhythmic drives.
The ode exhibits a cyclical movement between the "nocturnal regime"
and "diurnal regime," though the dominant discourse leans toward the
"nocturnal regime.” In addition to its quantitative prevalence, it frames
enduring love within a dramatic structure. The least frequent nocturnal
structure is the antiphrasic. A blending of dramatic and antiphrasic
structures recurs throughout. Ultimately, the return of the beloved to the
lover within the diurnal and nocturnal imaginative regimes is left to the
reader as an open ending.

Keywords: Yahya al-Samawi, Gilbert Durand, Diurnal Regime,
Nocturnal Regime, Dramatic, Antiphrasic, Imagination.

1. Introduction

Imagination has always been the most fundamental element in
literary creation, particularly in poetry. It is not merely a tool for poetic
imagery but a means for representing the profound experiences that
envelop the poet—from the bitter experiences of political struggle and
exile to personal romantic encounters. In essence, imagination serves
as a defensive and confrontational instrument for the poet. Imagination
has been defined as follows: "Imagination, which is the essential
substance and constant element of poetry, is something derived from
the power of the khayal (creative imagination). This force cannot be
precisely defined; despite all efforts to understand and define it, it
remains ambiguous™ (Kadkani, 1987: 18). Kadkani's statement does not
imply that the term ‘'imagination’ is indefinable but rather points to its
ambiguous boundaries, as numerous literary scholars and thinkers have
attempted to define it without reaching a singular, unified definition.
Among these thinkers is the French philosopher, sociologist, and
literary critic Gilbert Durand, one of the foremost scholars in the study
of imagination and a founder of the "Research Center for the Domain
of Imagination.” Influenced by the ideas of Carl Gustav Jung (1875—
1961) and Gaston Bachelard (1884-1962), Durand developed a
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foundational theory by examining the function of imagination and
imagery within a cognitive category. He engaged in the "anthropology
of the structures of the imagination” and the "classification of
imaginative forms,” adopting a philosophical, structuralist, and
phenomenological approach. He defined imagination as "man's effort
to create lasting hope regarding and against the objective world of
death” (Durand, 1996, p. 499), thereby proposing a typology of "social
imagination.” By highlighting the role of myth as a "model for human
behavior" (Eliade, 2003: 24), he considered it one of the structures of
the imagination. To elaborate, in Durand's perspective, imagination is
not merely an abstract concept but is seen as creativity and the ability
to reconstruct external reality, with something latent lying beyond it.
According to Durand: "Through imagination, man realizes that his life
is bound by time. Wounded by time, he strives to analyze the conditions
of his humanity and find meaning for his existence. If he fails in this
endeavor, then it is the turn of writers and poets” (Abbasi, 2011: 73).
Within this framework, in his book The Anthropological Structures of
the Imaginary, Durand, through the semiotics of symbols, divides
images into two main categories: those that show a fear of time and
those that indicate control over time. More broadly, he places forms of
the imaginary within the "diurnal regime of the imagination” and the
"nocturnal regime of the imagination.” In general, it can be said that in
Durand's theory of the imaginary, imagination is the substratum of
thought and takes precedence over reason. Since the mythological-
critical perspective of the imagination is based on socio-cultural
structures, the art of poetry is a tool for manifesting the force of
imagination and the power to create symbolic images. Accordingly,
contemporary poetry, due to its utilization of a kind of semantic density,
aligns with the imagination arising from reality in Gilbert Durand's
thought. Among contemporary poets, Yahya al-Samawi, the prominent
Iragi poet, reflects in his poems a range from political struggles and life
in exile to personal romantic experiences. In all these categories, based
on an extensive network of images, symbols, and archetypes, the poet
seeks a lost element intertwined with realistic images and everyday
experiences—images manifested in various forms in his poetry. While
there is no doubt that studies have been conducted on al-Samawi—
primarily focusing on the political and resistance aspects of his work—
the romantic dimension of his poetry has been neglected. Given that
Gilbert Durand's theory of the critical imagination, despite its high
YW
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potential for analyzing poetic texts, has not yet been applied to al-
Samawi's romantic poems, all verses of his romantic qasida "F1 Laylin
Bahi" (On a Splendid Night) have been selected for this study. This is
because the discursive space of the poem is rich with imaginative forms
and symbols analyzable based on Durand's diurnal and nocturnal
regimes of the imagination. Consequently, the main research questions
are: What is the primary function of the deployment of imagination in
the qasida "F1 Laylin Bahi"? Which images are prominent within it?
Into which regime (diurnal/nocturnal) does each of these images fall?
And what structure from Durand's tripartite typology do these images
form? Thus, the significance of the present research is amplified by the
role of myth (images narrating reality) in reflecting the poetic world of
this contemporary poet.
Research Questions
Based on the foregoing, this study proceeds to address the following
research questions:
1 .How does the application of Durand’s analytical method to the qasida
"F1 Laylin Baht" reflect the epistemological approach and mental world
of al-Samawi?
2 .Generally, into which regime of the imagination—diurnal or
nocturnal—does al-Samawi's poem fall?
3 .With which regime and structure of imagination does al-Samawi's
romantic narrative begin, and with which does it conclude?
4. Based on a quantitative approach, under which of Gilbert Durand's
three tripartite structures is al-Samawi's gasida subsumed?
2.Theoretical foundations of research

Gilbert Durand places imagination at a level prior to and
foundational for science, just as the imagination of flight propelled
humans toward constructing instruments to experience flying;
similarly, art and literature originate from imagination. "In his book The
Anthropological Structures of the Imaginary, Introduction to General
Archetypology, Gilbert Durand, using a structural-descriptive method,
strives to derive meaning from images, symbols, and myths" (cf. Abbasi
quoting Durand, 2011: 8) in order to reveal this organized structure of
the imagination to all.Gilbert Durand, who views myth as a symbolic
narrative of reality, employs linguistic tools (metaphor) to delineate
reality, or the collective unconscious, thereby extracting it from an
abstract state and transforming it into something concrete and tangible.
In a way, by systematizing the faculty of imagination, he allows it to
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move, enabling it, through inspiration drawn from lived experiences, to
establish an overlap between the motifs and imaginative imagery and
the poet's inner self. To elaborate further, he does not have a merely
descriptive approach towards the creation of images by the imaginative
faculty; rather, he considers them living, conscious elements that play
an active and effective role in representing existence. Accordingly, the
composition of Yahya al-Samawi's poem "Fi Laylin Bahi" proceeds
within the framework of the two regimes of the imagination—diurnal
and nocturnal—and the tripartite structure of Durand's mythological
critique of the imagination (schizomorphic or heroic structures,
synthetic or dramatic structures, and mystical or antithetic structures).
It is worth noting that the sequence of the poem's verses serves as the
criterion for applying the theory.
3. Methodology

The present research adopts a qualitative approach and employs
content analysis to explore the poem "F1 Laylin Bahi" by Yahya al-
Samawi within the framework of Gilbert Durand's theory of the critique
of imagination. The stages of qualitative data analysis involve selecting
concrete samples, analyzing them without preconceived assumptions,
and finally coding the analyzed content based on the selected theory.
Accordingly, to accurately assess the poem's core structure, random
sampling from several poems has been omitted, and all verses of the
aforementioned poem have been analyzed as the selected samples.

4. Results

In this study, which applied Gilbert Durand's theory of the
mythological critique of imagination to the poem "F1 Laylin Baht" by
the lraqi poet Yahya al-Samawi, the poet advances his romantic
narrative with his beloved within the nocturnal and daytime regimes in
a cyclical manner, drawing upon a spectrum of mental-sensory
meanings rooted in his lived experiences. Although the nocturnal
regime was quantitatively predominant—evidenced by textual features,
positive and negative poles, symbols of darkness and night, the frequent
presence of intrusive and rhythmic motor stimuli, the poet's effort to
"soften” the night through symbols of light, morning, and the moon, as
well as to temper the prevailing atmosphere through the interaction of
positively and negatively valued symbols such as darkness and light,
fire and water, burning and softness, love and captivity, closeness and
distance, and melting and freezing—this confirms the point.
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Al-Samawi's poetic imagery is rooted in his spiritual needs and
objective correspondences. He has managed to establish a connection
between symbolic mythological narrative and metaphorical language,
creating an equivalence between subjective and objective spaces.
Among the macro-structures of the nocturnal regime, priority is given
to the synthetic or dramatic structure because the poem begins and ends
within this structure, which is the result of an approaching reaction and
rhythmic motor stimuli, and it also frames enduring love. The lowest
frequency belongs to the mystical-antithetic macro-structure. When
confronting this structure, the poet preferred to blend it with the
dramatic macro-structure so that a nutritive reaction does not become
prominent in his poem, and the approaching reaction remains
highlighted instead. Within the macro-structures, he sometimes relies
on a single micro-structure and at other times advances several micro-
structures simultaneously.Although the number of verses belonging to
the daytime regime is fewer than those of the nocturnal regime, this
very fact illustrates the poet's intellectual stance: to eliminate the fear
of time, he does not merely resort to erotic states. It seems his mind is
constantly rotating between the tranquility and rest of the nocturnal
regime and the antagonistic right-wrong dynamic of the daytime
regime. The poet does not conclusively assign the hopeful ending of the
beloved's return to either regime, leaving it as an open ending for the
reader. Overall, the content analysis of the poem indicates that al-
Samawi, like Gilbert Durand, views imagination as a symbolic
narrative of reality.
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