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Abstract

Narratology is a modern, structuralist approach to the study of
fiction that examines narrative styles, the systems governing narration,
and the structure of stories. It seeks to discover the “grammar of
storytelling” and the organizing principles underlying various
narrative forms. Many contemporary literary critiques are grounded in
structural analysis, and the evolution of this field led to the emergence
of Structuralism, inspired by Ferdinand de Saussure’s linguistic
theories. Structural analysis of narrative works is among the most
significant achievements of modern criticism, and Vladimir Propp
proposed the most systematic model for classifying tales and stories.
In his Morphology of the Folktale (1928), Propp demonstrated that
despite their apparent diversity, Russian fairy tales share structural
similarities in terms of character types and their functions. This study
applies a descriptive-analytical method to examine Khawla al-
Qazwini’s short story Ana Bintizarak (“I Am Waiting for You”),
aiming to evaluate the applicability of Propp’s morphological model
to its structure. The findings reveal that most of Propp’s narrative
functions can be identified and adapted within this story, and that the
characters reflect distinct aspects of human and social traits. The main
character, Farah, is dynamic and multidimensional, showing personal
transformation through both internal and external conflicts, whereas
most secondary characters are static, representing social constraints
and pressures. However, certain classical Proppian functions with
magical or supernatural dimensions—such as acquiring a magical
object or undergoing extraordinary transformations—are absent in the
realist framework of this story and appear only in metaphorical or
psychological forms.
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1. Introduction

The emergence of the Formalist movement marked a turning point in
modern literary theory, paving the way for new approaches that examined
literature through its intrinsic structures rather than its external contexts.
Formalists viewed “form” and “‘structure” not as mere vessels of meaning
but as the very elements through which meaning is generated. From this
intellectual foundation arose Structuralism, a movement that sought to
uncover the internal systems governing literary texts. Prominent figures
such as Vladimir Propp, Claude Lévi-Strauss, Michel Foucault, Gérard
Genette, Julia Kristeva, Umberto Eco, and Roland Barthes explored the
underlying patterns that shape both literary and cultural discourse. Within
this context, morphology—the study of narrative structure—emerged as
one of the most influential concepts.

Vladimir Propp’s Morphology of the Folktale provided a systematic
framework for analyzing narratives based on recurring functions that
advance the plot. His model demonstrated that while characters may
vary, their narrative functions remain constant. Building upon this
theoretical foundation, the present study applies Propp’s structural model
to Khawla al-Qazwini’s short story Ana Bintizarak (“I Am Waiting for
You”) from her collection Maraya al-Hayah. The study aims to explore
the extent to which Propp’s functions can be identified within a modern
realistic narrative that lacks magical or supernatural elements. In doing
so, it highlights both the structural and psychological dimensions of the
story and underscores its innovative adaptation of a classical
morphological model to contemporary Arabic fiction

2. Literature Review

Vladimir Propp’s morphological model has long served as a
foundational framework for analyzing narrative structures, emphasizing
the identification of recurring functions that drive the plot forward while
recognizing the variability of characters. Although Propp’s approach has
been extensively applied to folktales, its adaptation to modern literary
texts remains limited, particularly within Arabic literature.

Previous studies on Khawla al-Qazwini’s works have predominantly
focused on social, cultural, and feminist perspectives. For instance,
Mohseninejad (2005-2006) explored her social and political
representations of women; Khezali & Ong (2012) analyzed female
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characterization in Al-Bayt al-Dafi’ and Sayyidat wa Anisat;, Zohiri et al.
(2022) examined gender and identity issues through Goldmann’s
theoretical lens; and Ansari & Sahraanvard (2024) compared male and
female perspectives across Qazwini’s and Al-Sanousi’s narratives. While
these studies illuminate her engagement with social and gender themes,
none have addressed her work from a structural or morphological
perspective.

Moreover, no previous research has specifically examined the short
story Ana Bintizarak from the collection Maraya al-Hayah.
Consequently, the present study fills a critical gap by applying Propp’s
analytical model to a contemporary Arabic short story, offering novel
insights into the interplay of narrative functions and character roles
within a realist literary context.

3. Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine
Khawla al-Qazwini’s short story Ana Bintizarak from Maraya al-Hayah,
applying Vladimir Propp’s morphological model to identify narrative
functions and character roles. It analyzes how each character and event
contributes to the overall narrative structure, mapping recurring functions
and their interactions. This approach reveals how Proppian functions
operate within a realist Arabic context, offering both a systematic
description of narrative architecture and a critical understanding of
character—plot dynamics.

4. Results

The study finds that Khawla al-Qazwini’s short story Ana Bintizarak
effectively illustrates Propp’s narrative functions within a realist and
psychological framework. The protagonist, Farah, undergoes significant
development through conflicts and challenges, while secondary
characters reflect societal pressures. The story’s narrative structure
closely follows Propp’s morphology, creating tension and progression
without relying on supernatural elements, which appear instead in
symbolic or psychological forms. Overall, the story demonstrates the
relevance of Propp’s structural model to modern Arabic fiction,
emphasizing character growth and the influence of social and emotional
forces in a unified narrative form.
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