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Abstract

War literature has traditionally depicted violence, loss, and human
crises, yet the presence of children’s perspectives introduces a new
dimension of tragic humor and social critique. This article examines
dark humor in children’s narratives within Daftar al-Harb by
Mamdouh Hamadeh, a Syrian writer, researcher, and satirist little
known in Iran. It explores how bitter experiences of war are represented
through a language that is both tragic and humorous. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and grounded in stylistics, employing
several key components of dark humor—contrast, exaggeration,
distortion and inversion, symbolism, and Gothic atmosphere—as the
analytical framework. Data are drawn from two selected stories, Dutch
Cheese and Shrapnel, analyzed with a focus on child narration.
Findings reveal that dark humor not only highlights the tension between
childhood innocence and the brutality of war, but also serves as a
powerful tool for social critique and for exposing the gap between
official narratives and lived experiences. Furthermore, the
transformation of deadly events and objects into humorous situations
encourages readers to reflect on the violence of war and its psycho-
social impacts on children and society, enabling indirect criticism of
violent social and political structures.

Keywords: Child of War, black humor, Mamdouh Hamadeh, Daftar Al-Harb.

L, Corresponding author, Guest Lecturer of Arabic language and literature, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, University of Razi, Kermanshah, Iran; orcid.org/ 0000-
0002-0289-8833; Email: hasani.saral367@yahoo.com
2, Professor of the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, University of Razi, Kermanshah, Iran; orcid.org/0000-
0003-4729-4547.

AR



VE00 auy VA I sual LS dglaad (L615T Ayt Al i) ) dmede) U

1. Introduction
War literature is one of the most important branches of contemporary
literature, consistently striving to reflect human experiences under crisis
conditions. Among these, children - as the most innocent and vulnerable social
group-are the ones most profoundly affected by violence and destruction, and
the representation of their experiences in literature occupies a special
place.One artistic method for reflecting these experiences is dark humor. By
blending tragic and comic situations, dark humor provides a distinctive means
of expressing the bitterness of life and human catastrophes in an alternative
form.Within this framework, examining the works of authors who portray war
through the lens of childhood can reveal new dimensions of dark humor and
its social and psychological functions. One such author is Mamdouh Hamadeh
(b. 1959), a Syrian writer and satirist, who uniquely addresses the experiences
of children in war. Using simple language, he presents narratives of
war-stricken children in which dark humor is prominently featured.
.2. Research Questions
In this research, an attempt has been made to answer the following questions:
1. What are the components of dark humor in the two stories al-Jubnah al-
Holandiyyah (“The Dutch Cheese”) and Shazaya (“Fragments”), and how are
these components represented within the narratives?
2. What role does dark humor play in these two stories in terms of social
critique and the representation of the consequences of war, and how can it
contribute to raising the audience’s awareness of violence and wartime crises?
3. Theoretical foundations of research
A type of humor that is characteristic of modern stories. In this form of
humor, the focus is primarily on the pathological, terrifying, and dreadful
aspects of human life. Influenced by existentialist philosophy, the presence of
elements such as suffering, fear, anxiety, and death is evident. In dark humor,
human beings laugh precisely because they lack the ability to change their
distressing condition.
André Breton coined the term dark humor in 1935 to designate one of the
forms of comedy and satire. In contrast to the “objective humor” that Hegel
used in his works to describe the concept of objectified subjectivity, Breton
replaced the adjective “objective” with “dark.” The laughter of dark humor
arises from pessimism and doubt, drawing upon dark themes such as death.
In dark humor, unknown and incomprehensible forces influence human
destiny and will. In such circumstances, the individual exists in a distressing
and absurd state, becoming disillusioned and pessimistic.
This type of humor is not intended to create joy, but rather to provoke thought,
anxiety, and awareness of social contradictions. Numerous scholars have
analyzed the constituent elements of dark humor; among them, the principal
components can be identified as follows:
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Contradiction and paradox: the clash between simple subjects and tragic
situations.
Exaggeration and understatement: magnifying minor details and
minimizing catastrophes to produce a comic effect.
Distortion and transformation: the exaggerated and symbolic
metamorphosis of characters or objects.
Surreal creatures and symbols: the introduction of symbolic and unreal
elements to create distance and semantic contrast.
Gothic atmosphere: constructing a dark, frightening, and anxiety-laden
setting to intensify the contrast between everyday life and crisis.

4. Methodology
The methodology of this research is descriptive—analytical and based on
stylistics. By developing a theoretical framework of the components of dark
humor, the two stories al-Jubnah al-Holandiyyah (“The Dutch Cheese”) and
Shazaya (“Fragments”) were selected as case studies, and their quotations and
key scenes were analyzed textually.

5. Results

Based on the research questions, the following conclusion can be drawn:
According to the first research question, Mamdouh Hamadeh, in his short
stories al-Jubnah al-Holandiyyah (“The Dutch Cheese”) and Shazaya
(“Fragments”), employs the components of dark humor — including
contradiction, exaggeration, distortion and inversion, surreal elements and
symbols, as well as Gothic atmosphere — to represent the experiences of
war-stricken children. These devices enable him to depict violence and the
crisis of war in a narrative form that is simultaneously humorous and bitter,
highlighting the tension between childhood innocence and the brutality of the
surrounding environment.
According to the second research question, dark humor in these two stories
plays a significant role in social critique and in representing the consequences
of war. By transforming deadly objects and events into comic situations,
Hamadeh invites the reader to reflect on the cruelty of war and the
psychological and social damage inflicted upon children and society. This
approach is both entertaining and thought-provoking, allowing for an indirect
critique of violent social and political structures.
the argument in the verse is like this; The one who created the heavens and
the earth is also capable of re-creating people after death.
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