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From Reflection to Re-Creation: Translator Agency in
the Discursive Reconstruction of Al-Qundus in Its
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Abstract

Literary translation, particularly novel translation, goes beyond
mere lexical transfer and provides a space for the re-creation of meaning
and the reconstruction of discourse within a new linguistic and cultural
context. This study examines the Persian translation of the novel Al-
Qundus by Mohammad Hasan Alwan, translated by Seyyed Hamidreza
Mohajerani, with a focus on translator agency and the translator’s role
in shaping a new narrative. The theoretical framework of the research
is based on Hatim and Mason’s analytical model, which includes
discourse-related components such as explicitation, reduction,
objectification, nominalization, repetition, shifts in agency, and
transformations between active and passive structures, enabling a
detailed discourse analysis. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology, and the data were collected through purposive sampling
using a comprehensive inductive approach and frequency analysis. In
total, 5,749 instances of discursive features were identified. The
findings indicate that through strategies such as descriptive expansion,
the insertion of cultural elements, and structural modifications, the
translator has re-created the target text in terms of tone, narrative
structure, and semantic load. As a result, the translated text, in certain
cases, exhibits noticeable differences from the source text. These
findings highlight the translator’s active role, moving beyond that of a
mere transmitter to a narrative re-creator, and underscore the
significance of translator agency in the process of literary translation.
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1. Introduction

Literary translation, particularly novel translation, is a complex
process that extends beyond the mere transfer of lexical items and
provides an opportunity for meaning reconstruction and discourse
reshaping within a new linguistic and cultural context. From this
perspective, the translator is not a neutral conduit but a social and
ideological agent whose decisions influence the reconfiguration of
voices, narrative stances, and power relations in the target text. This
study examines the Persian translation of Muhammad Hasan ‘Alwan’s
novel Al-Qundus, translated by Seyyed Hamidreza Mohajerani under
the title The Blue Dog, with a focus on how narrative discourse is
restructured and how the translator’s agency contributes to constructing
a novel, reader-oriented narrative identity in the target language.

2. Literature Review

Recent developments in translation studies, particularly discourse-
oriented approaches, have emphasized the necessity of viewing
translation as a form of rewriting, wherein ideology, culture, and power
are not simply mirrored but negotiated and reconstituted. Within this
paradigm, Hatim and Mason’s (1990, 1991/1997) model has been
widely employed to analyze how strategies such as expansion,
reduction, structural modification, and shifts in agency facilitate
ideological mediation between source and target texts. Previous
applications of this framework to journalistic and literary corpora have
demonstrated that translators frequently intervene through
amplification, omission, polarization, and domestication, thereby
generating novel discursive configurations that do not merely replicate
the author’s original stance. This study extends this line of inquiry to
the Arabic—Persian translation of Al-Qundus.

3. Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach grounded in
Hatim and Mason’s discourse-oriented model, which conceptualizes
translation as a socially situated act embedded within a network of
power relations and ideological influences. The corpus comprises
purposively selected excerpts from AIl-Qundus and its Persian
translation The Blue Dog, with a focus on segments where the
translator’s active role in re-narration is most evident. Through
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exhaustive inductive and frequency-based analysis, 5,749 instances of
discursive shifts were identified and categorized into types including
expansion, reduction, objectification, nominalization, repetition,
structural modification, and shifts in agency (such as transformations
between active and passive constructions). These quantitative findings
were complemented with qualitative discourse analysis to elucidate
how each strategy contributes to the reorganization of narrative focus,
evaluative frameworks, and ideological orientation in the target text.
4. Results

The results indicate that expansion and objectification are the most
frequently employed strategies in Mohajerani’s translation, accounting
for the majority of the identified discursive shifts. Through descriptive
elaboration, explanatory supplementation, and the incorporation of
culturally localized elements, the translator renders implicit meanings
more explicit and makes the narrative world more accessible and
emotionally resonant for Persian readers, although sometimes at the
expense of the source text’s stylistic conciseness and artistic ambiguity.
In contrast, strategies such as reduction, structural reconfiguration,
nominalization, repetition, and overt shifts in agency are less frequent,
yet in specific contexts, they significantly affect narrative emphasis,
character representation, and the ideological orientation of the
narrative. Consequently, The Blue Dog appears less as a transparent
reflection of Al-Qundus and more as a discursively reconstructed text
shaped by the translator’s agency.
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