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Abstract

This study aims to track and analyze manifestations of magical realism in
the novel "Fawaniya al-Jinn," adopting a critical approach that views this
narrative mode not merely as an artistic technique or aesthetic device for
embellishment and astonishment, but as an active and central element in
shaping the dramatic structure of the novel. The study departs from a central
problematic: How do the magical elements in the novel transform from
wondrous fictional components into genuine dramatic engines that propel the
course of events, direct plot development, shape conflict trajectories, and
profoundly influence character construction and their psychological and
existential transformations? It employs an inductive analytical method based
on an in-depth reading of the novel, tracing selected models of magical
incidents and events, analyzing their manifestations within the overall
narrative context, and examining their functions and significations within the
network of relationships linking the narrative's various elements. The study
focuses on four primary axes: the event as a field for exploding dramatic
tension; time as a flexible framework where the real and the mythical
intertwine; place as a space embodying the paradox between the familiar and
the strange; and the novelistic action, where the dynamics of magic intensify
and impact character trajectories. The study concludes that the magical
element in "Fawaniya al-Jinn" does not serve a merely decorative or
ornamental function, nor is it limited to generating wonder or miraculous
amazement. Instead, it evolves into a dynamic narrative mechanism that
deepens dramatic tension, creates narrative paradoxes, disrupts traditional
causality, and propels characters toward fateful transformations imposed by
the conditions of the novel's unique narrative world. Thus, magical realism
in this text transcends its descriptive or decorative role to become an
essential component in forming the novel's artistic vision and constructing its
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distinctive narrative world, where the real merges with the imaginary, and
the everyday with the mythical, in a harmony that serves meaning and
deepens the text's aesthetic experience.

Key words: magical realism, dramatic structure, narrative dynamics,
Fawaniya al-Jinn, Shirin Bonnel.

1. Introduction

In recent decades, the contemporary Arabic novel has witnessed
profound aesthetic and structural transformations, as traditional realist
narrative forms have become insufficient to represent the complexities
of modern human experience, including existential anxiety,
psychological fragmentation, and crises of identity. In this context,
many novelists have turned to non-conventional narrative modes that
transcend strict realist causality and blur the boundaries between
reality and imagination. Among these modes, magical realism has
emerged as one of the most debated narrative trends, not merely
because of its use of the marvelous and the supernatural, but due to the
functional role these elements play within narrative structures.
However, many critical studies have limited their engagement with
magical realism to descriptive approaches that identify its presence as
a stylistic or aesthetic feature, while neglecting its deeper dramatic
and structural functions. This study seeks to move beyond such
descriptive readings by examining magical realism in Shirin Bonnel’s
novel Fawaniya al-Jinn as a dynamic dramatic mechanism that
actively generates events, shapes narrative tension, and directs the
trajectories of characters and conflicts.

Research Question(s)

This research is guided by the following main questions:

1. What are the major manifestations of magical realism employed by
Shirin Bonnel in Fawaniya al-Jinn?

2. How do magical events transform from wondrous fictional elements
into effective dramatic catalysts that drive the plot forward?

3. What types of realistic narrative elements (psychological, temporal,
spatial, and event-based) are re-presented through a magical mode,
and how does this transformation affect the dramatic structure of the
novel?
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2. Literature Review

Magical realism constitutes one of the most prominent narrative
modes in contemporary Arabic fiction, attracting considerable
scholarly attention regarding its conceptual foundations and artistic
functions. Hamid Abu Hamid (2009), in his foundational study
Magical Realism in the Arabic Novel, traces the historical
development of this mode globally before examining its
manifestations in Arabic literature, emphasizing how Arab novelists
integrate reality with the wondrous to present critical visions of
society and politics. Similarly, Reza Nazmian and Yusra Shadman
(2018) analyze Abdul Rahman Munif's Cities of Salt, demonstrating
how magical elements enhance symbolic dimensions and highlight
cultural transformations, while Naim Amouri et al. (2021) examine
Ahmed Tawfiq's In the Mouse Passage, revealing the role of magical
realism in portraying psychological conflicts and collective trauma.
Other studies, such as those by Sadiq Al-Bughbish et al. (2021) on
magical realism in poetry and Najma Yaqoubian (2023) on Fawzi
Abduh's My Wife is from the Jinn, further explore the integration of
magical elements with social and psychological realities. Despite this
diversity of scholarship, no independent study has yet examined Shirin
Bonnel's novel The Peony of the Jinn ("Fawaniya al-Jinn™), nor has
any research analyzed how magical elements transform into dramatic
catalysts that influence the course of events and shape dramatic
structure-a dimension largely neglected in descriptive approaches that
merely confirm the presence of magical realism without interrogating
its functional role in propelling narrative action. The present study
addresses this critical gap by proposing a reading of magical realism
in Bonnel's novel not as stylistic ornamentation but as an active
dramatic mechanism that contributes to event production, plot
development, and the imposition of decisive psychological and
existential transformations on characters, thereby offering an
innovative treatment that enriches literary studies on magical realism
in contemporary Arabic fiction.

3. Methodology

\4Y



s tael i wle Joist o o3 W19y &ilgy 3 dlyd AT Ly et Ladl gl

The research adopts an inductive—analytical methodology based on
close textual reading. Selected magical scenes, events, and narrative
patterns from Fawaniya al-Jinn are closely examined and analyzed
within their broader narrative context. The analysis focuses on
identifying how magical elements function within the network of
narrative relations, particularly their role in shaping events,
destabilizing traditional causality, intensifying dramatic tension, and
influencing character development. The study is organized around
several analytical axes, including: magical realism in relation to event
construction, time, space, character transformation, symbolism, myth,
exaggeration, and the uncanny. This approach allows for a
comprehensive examination of the dramatic functions of magical
realism across multiple narrative levels.

4. Results

The study concludes that magical realism in Fawaniya al-Jinn
functions as a central dramatic mechanism rather than a marginal or
ornamental feature. Magical events are deeply embedded within the
narrative structure and operate as causal forces that drive the plot and
determine the tragic trajectory of the characters. Early magical
experiences—such as sensations of invisible presence or supernatural
touch—initiate psychological transformations that gradually draw the
protagonist into the world of the jinn. The novel constructs an
alternative system of causality in which magical rituals, mythic laws,
and supernatural interventions govern outcomes such as life, death,
love, and sacrifice. Time and space are transformed into ritualized and
symbolic dimensions, while familiar places become thresholds to
other worlds. Ultimately, the tragic ending of the novel is shown to be
the result of the cumulative interaction between reality and magic,
revealing the fragility of human agency in a world dominated by
unseen powers. Thus, magical realism in Fawaniya al-Jinn transcends
its descriptive role and becomes a fundamental component of the
novel’s artistic vision, contributing to its dramatic depth, existential
significance, and distinctive narrative world where the real and the
mythical coexist in a meaningful and coherent harmony.
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