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Abstract

The rapid development of narratology in the contemporary period has led
to the presentation of various theories that help in the analysis and
understanding of narrative text. Most of these theories are related to the field
of structuralism, which is a field that seeks to discover the relationships and
laws governing the components of a text, and one of the most important
founders of this school is Roland Barthes, but he was not limited to
structuralism and emphasizing the text. In his model of "five codes" in the
layers of hermeneutics, narrative action, semantics, symbolism, and culture,
he believes in the active presence of the reader to understand the text, which
is considered to be a tendency towards post-structuralism. Based on the
descriptive-analytical method and considering the thematic sensitivity in the
novel "Ali Ma'edeh Daesh" by Zahra Abdullah, which deals with the
radicalism of Daesh and Yazidi women, this article examines the application
of Roland Barthes' codes to analyze the creative features and hidden layers of
this narrative text. A novel that was welcomed in a short time due to its
reflection of the oppression of Yazidi women; therefore, the present article,
relying on the descriptive-analytical method, examines this novel according
to the five codes of Roland Barthes' code model. The results of the research
show that the author has used five codes at different levels with fluent and
bold language, and all codes, except for the hermeneutic code, which is less
prominent, are abundant in the novel under study. The hermeneutic code is in
the title and some of the mythological ambiguities and symbols, and the action
code in expressing the tragic and horrific event, and the semantic code in
drawing the discourse of ISIS and women, and the symbolic code in the
confrontation between the two forces of evil and good, black and white, and
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the cultural code indicating the dominance of ISIS ideology in creating the
text, as well as the beliefs of Yazidi women in the formation of the discourse
of struggle.

Keywords: Narrative studies, code model, Roland Barthes, Zahra Abdullah,
novel "Ali Ma'edeh ISIS"
1. Introduction

The effort to explain the grammar of narrative—its styles, mechanisms,
and signs—became a pivotal goal in narratology throughout the 20th century.
Formalist narratologists such as Propp, structuralists like Genette and
Todorov, and post-structuralists such as Michael Toolan and David Herman
sought to develop coherent and technical theories aimed at understanding the
language and grammar of narrative. Among them, structuralist narratologists
made the most significant contributions by proposing systematic and
generalized methods for analyzing the vast range of narrative texts. One of the
most notable figures in this field is Roland Barthes, whose narratological and
critical theories are particularly remarkable. His “Five Codes” theory stands
out as a comprehensive and structured framework for systematically analyzing
narratives.Roland Barthes, a prominent 20th-century French philosopher,
narratologist, and semiotician, focused on organizing ideas around semiotics
in the field of narratology. His most important contribution is the “Five Codes”
theory. Barthes approached narrative texts through structural reading and
analysis, proposing five codes: Hermeneutic, Proairetic, Semantic, Symbolic,
Cultural Codes.

2. Materials and methods

This article, based on a descriptive-analytical method and considering the
thematic sensitivity in Zahra Abdullah’s novel “At the Table of ISIS,” which
addresses the radical confrontation of ISIS militants with Yazidi women,
examines the application of Roland Barthes’ codes to analyze the creative
features and hidden layers of this narrative text.

3. Results and discussion

The hermeneutic code is used minimally in the novel “At the Table of ISIS”
due to its straightforward language and realistic, descriptive style. Its most
significant manifestation appears in the title itself, “At the Table of ISIS,”
which prompts the reader to contemplate its meaning—whether the “table” is

literal or symbolic, and what experiences or perspectives are implied. Until
Y



Y €40 Cawe VA J1 Suall WS2 dhad (81575 dy Al AR A1) Amed! Al

the novel is read, the exact intention behind this title remains ambiguous,
creating the kind of suspense and mystery that Barthes attributes to the
hermeneutic code.
The second code in Barthes’ theory, the proairetic code, is reflected in the
novel through the author’s depiction of a calm, stable beginning, portraying
men and women living side by side around Mount Sinjar with their unique
rituals and strong religious traditions. However, the first cry of “Allahu Akbar”
marks the emergence of the proairetic code, signaling a shift from pre-action
to initial action and disrupting the original order of the story.
The third code in Barthes’ theory, the semantic code, goes beyond events and
actions, focusing on concepts, principles, and associations. In the novel,
darkness symbolizes the ISIS militants’ effort to overpower light—
represented by the virtuous Yazidi women. The dichotomy of “light” and
“darkness” becomes a metaphor for the struggle between awareness and
ignorance, freedom and captivity. Here, darkness signifies oppressive power
and historical inevitability, while light represents transformative human
experience. Ultimately, the semantic code in this context is political,
psychological, and philosophical at the same time.
Like the semantic code, the symbolic code shapes the narrative’s themes, but
while the semantic code is limited to the implicit meaning behind a character’s
actions or words, the symbolic code encompasses the entire text or significant
portions of it. In “At the Table of ISIS,” the symbolic code plays a prominent
role, as the novel is fundamentally built on oppositions such as darkness and
light. In addition to this central contrast, the narrative highlights other binary
oppositions, including ISIS’s interpretation of Islam versus Yazidi faith, as
well as  deeper  dichotomies like  “powerlessness/freedom,”
“ignorance/knowledge,” and “death (existence before awareness)/birth (self-
awareness)”.
The final code in Barthes’ theory is the cultural code, which reveals the
cultural references and underlying ideology of the narrative. In “At the Table
of ISIS,” the cultural code highlights the opposition between Yazidi women
and ISIS militants, each representing contrasting cultural backgrounds—one
rooted in distinct traditional rituals and beliefs, and the other associated with
radical interpretations of Islam.

4. Results
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The findings obtained from the analysis of Roland Barthes’ codes in the
novel “On ISIS’s Table” are as follows:
Although the author does not demonstrate a strong inclination toward the use
of the hermeneutic code, the literary and narrative structure of the work has
prompted technical utilization of this code where necessary. The author
employs this code in the title, as well as the novel’s opening and closing pages.
Aspects of the symbolic and enigmatic nature of the protagonist, Yafa, as well
as the character Sirwan, the male lover, are revealed through coded
representation, with Abdullah portraying them in a symbolic manner. By
introducing certain emblematic moments, Abdullah aims to create suspense
and invite readers to pause and reflect, searching for underlying meaning.
Zahra Abdullah uses the proairetic code in a clear, systematic way. Actions in
the novel follow a logical, content-driven sequence—from initial stability,
through conflict, to resolution—making the narrative easy for the reader to
follow.
The semantic code is visible in various parts of the novel, especially through
the use of poetic language and feminine expressions. The author conveys
significant meanings and the main oppositions of the work by carefully
arranging elements and words, as well as through the use of simile and
metaphor.
The symbolic code, owing to the dual structure of the novel, occupies a
considerable part of the narrative world. The novel is fundamentally structured
around oppositions, primarily the conflict between the forces of evil (ISIS)
and good (the Yazidi women). Within this context, other dichotomies—such
as light and darkness, life and death, women and men, power and
submission—are established, and the novel itself is a product of these various
oppositions.
The cultural code also holds significant importance in the novel. “On ISIS’s
Table” is essentially a cultural work that portrays the cultural clash between
members of ISIS and the Yazidi women, with cultural elements and their
various manifestations contributing to the formation and development of this
confrontation. The author depicts the different aspects of cultural identity that
emerge within these conflicts.
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