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Abstract

Contemprorary Arabic poetry , like poetry in other language, has
experienced a variety of poetic images. Political, social, and cultural changes,
the advancement, alongside efforts to creat new poetic images, have
contributed to the formation of these images. One such category is what we
refer to as political similes-unique and rare comparisons that emerge from the
intersection of literature and politics, particulary evident in Palestinian
literature and the works of certain Palestinian poets. This study focuses on the
political similes found in four vulomes of Samih al-Qasim s poetry (1935-
2014) and aims to analyze and examine these similes as products of the poet
s lived experience. The research employs a descriptive-analytical method,
utilizing library resources and document analysis for data colletion,, followed
by content analysis for examination. The findings indicate that the poet has
successfully avoided falling into the trap of clichéd and repetitive similes used
by other Arab poets by creating a sense of defamiliarization . This approach
not anly enhances aesthetic value but also vividly portrays the situation in
Palestin through poetic language. In these similes, the subject (the one being
compared) often represents a narrator or familir element for Palestinians, such
as blood, prison, captivity, the United Nations, bombs and similar themes,
while the object of comparison consist
of entirely novel aspects arisingfrom everyday political issues. The | used in
some of these similes is a social self: both these similes and overal poetry
containing them are products of the poet slived experience and fall within the
realm of social realism.

Keywords: simile, contemprorary Arabic poetry, Political poetry, Palestinian
poetry, Samih Al-Qasim
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1. Introduction
Simile is a product of association, hence , numerous factors such as
gender, religion, job, nature, the mental and psychological states of his
user or creator, ideology, the prevailing socio-political conditions of
society, and similar elements play fundamental roles in their formation.
Because simile evokes the similarity of two things based on
commonality in one or more aspects, hence each of the aforementioned
factors can be considerd an important element in the formation of
similes.The black and hopeless similes of Hedayat in Blind owl are
justifiable from the perspective his despairing and hopeless and mental
world, where as the black similes of Akhavan-e-Thaleth orginate from
the political disillusionment following the 1953 coup d 'etat. Romantic
imagery and disillusionment of Khorasani style , along with the role of
nature in its formation, are products of the social condition of that era.
Research Questions
This research seeks to find answers to the following research questions:
1- What are the characteristics of Sameh Al-Qasem'S political similes?
2- Why and how have these sismiles been formed?
2. Theoretical foundations of research
Political similes are the product of the fusion between literature and
politics. These similes are novel and rare, and are seen in poetry of
Palestinain poets, which has resulted in novel similes about Palestine.
Political similes are a product of the poet's lived experience. This type
of product is particulary evident Palestinian literature , especially in the
poetry of Palestian poets, where it has resulted in unique and orginal
similes related to Palestine.
3. Methodology
The method of this research is descriptive analytical and applied. The
statistical society is the four volums of Sameh Qasim 's Divan
(collection of poetry) poetries. All four volums of which have been
studied in complete inductive way. The data was collected using the
library and document analysis method and analyzed using the content
analysis technique.
4. Results

Political events in Palestine led to the formation of specific litrary
movement called Palestinian poetry, which has distict characteristics
that set it apart from other contemporary Arabic poetry movement. One
of these features is types of similes, metaphors, and allusions that had
no precedent in Arabic poetry not even in the works of contemprorary
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Arab poets from other Arab lands. These images product of sitituations
and living conditions and environment of the poets, as well as their lived
experiences in confronting those circumstances. In fact, the similes used
in a poet 's verse essentially express their Discourse on the subject they
are addressing, because simile is the product of the association of ideas,
and numerous factors influence this association of iaeas. Sameh Al-
Qasem used 42 similes in his four-volumes Divan(collection of poems),
which in this research we have referred to as political similes. These
similes address topics such as martyrdom, resistance, captivity,
struggle, displacement,criticism of international organizations and
other similar matters. The results show that the majority of his imagery
relates to martyrdom, with a frequency of 7 similes, the resean for
which is the poet 's Palestinian identity and his depiction of the martyrs
of his land. The least frequent imagery relates to condemnation of
international organization, with a frequency of one simile, the resean
for which is the disdain for global and international decision-making
centers. Sameh Al-Qasim is a political poet. Bu employing such similes,
he has manged to avoid falling into the trap of the clichéd and repetitive
similes used by other Arab poets, even those within the Palestinian
litrary movement, there by creating a kind of defamiliarization in
Arabic poetry. This approach , in addition to has succeed in attracting
the attention of redears and enthusiasts of contemprorar Arabic poetry
in general , and the redears and admirers of Palestinian poetry in
particular. The poet, with this unique characteristic , has been able to
enhance the receptivity of their poetry in minds of readers through these
images, since the tangible nature and associative capacity should not be
overlooked either.
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