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Abstract

The very short story emerged in its current form as the latest genre
to hit the literary scene, and it's been controversial in every way, but
that hasn't stopped it from spreading like wildfire. Given the small
number of words that make up the very short story, the storyteller must
rely on the reader in the process of interpreting the stories. The genre
can be viewed through the theory of reception, which bases its structure
on the reader's expectations and disappointments. Moroccan storyteller
Abdel Rahim Al-Tadlaoui is one of the storytellers whose collections
exhibit this feature, which in turn motivated the selection of one of them
as an analytical sample to study the connection between the very short
story and the disappointment of the reader's expectations. This research
paper follows the structuralist approach in its analysis of short stories
from the collection “The Hum of Doubt,” concluding that the very short
story cannot be conceived in isolation from the horizon of expectation,
as it is closely linked to the theory of reception and the disappointment
of the reader's expectations in the story's ending. Al-Tadlawi relied on
irony and displacement to distinguish his stories with a sense of surprise
and astonishment that overwhelms the reader, not to mention the
characters and what they symbolize in terms of concepts and
symbolism, and the application of irony and displacement to the
meaning of these characters. and the way modernity unfolds as the most
important thing that disappoints the reader's expectations in the stories
of the collection, which is what makes it so different from the monotony
that the reader may experience when reading other literary texts.
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1. Introduction

The very short story relies on a number of structural elements, some
of which are employed in a way that distinguishes it from others. One
of the most recent developments in the very short story and postmodern
literary criticism, particularly within reception theory, is the concept of
"disappointment.” This theory focuses on the gap between the
beginning and end of a story, creating a sense of surprise for the reader.
To distinguish his work, the writer employs several mechanisms that
reinforce this sense of disappointment, thus enhancing the reader's
engagement with the story. This is precisely the aim of this research,
which examines the stories of Moroccan writer Abdelrahim Tadlaoui in
his collection "The Buzz of Doubt".

Research Question(s)

This research study is structured around a set of questions that it
seeks to address and answer. These questions can be summarized in the
following two:

1. What techniques did Tadlaoui use to subvert the reader's expectations
in his collection "The Buzz of Doubt?"
2. How is this subversion of expectations manifested in the very short
story collection "The Buzz of Doubt?"

2. Literature Review

Disappointment is one of the most important features that
distinguishes the very short story from other related narrative forms. It
relies on the writer's ability to enhance their narrative achievement with
this characteristic, which most critics emphasize, with some even
considering it a fundamental pillar of the genre. This aspect has been
studied in various literary forms, including poetry and prose,
demonstrating the writer's effectiveness in crystallizing their intended
idea through this technique. The wider the aesthetic distance, the more
refined and creative the literary product becomes, and the more clearly
the writer's intended message is conveyed to the reader. Thus, this
aspect is heavily relied upon in the very short story, leading writers to
employ various techniques and mechanisms to achieve this effect. It is
considered a rhetorical device through which writers attempt to utilize
different methods to ensure the story's conclusion diverges from its
initial narrative. The reliance of the very short story on irony and
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tragedy in most of its narratives has made this characteristic
increasingly prominent. lrony often arises from the discrepancy
between the reader's initial expectations and the story's conclusion,
leading to a sense of irony within the narrative itself. On the other hand,
the tragedy that has become prevalent in very short stories is not exempt
from irony, relying on the disappointment of the future. Indeed, this
disappointment itself embodies both irony and tragedy.
3. Methodology

This research paper comes from a study of the stories of the
Moroccan storyteller Abdelrahim Tadlaoui to study the disappointment
of the horizon of expectation and the various mechanisms he adopted
in this regard, by focusing on his short story collection “The Buzz of
Doubt” and selecting short story samples from it that suit the nature of
the study in question.

4. Results

The study of the very short story, considered by many researchers to
be a postmodern genre, based on reception theory—one of the latest
theories in literary criticism—represents a missing link in studies
related to the very short story. This study concludes that the writer, in
creating very short stories, keeps the horizon of expectation and its
potential for disappointment in mind, employing numerous techniques
to distinguish their text with this characteristic. This is precisely what
this short story genre, with its limited word count, demands, making it
reliant on the literary and cultural background stored in the reader's
memory. Abdelrahim Tadlaoui is one of the writers who has mastered
the art of presenting his very short stories in a distinctive way. He has
creatively employed techniques of irony and displacement in his stories,
a method unique to this genre, thus unequivocally placing his works
within the very short story category. By skillfully employing these
techniques, Tadlaoui manages to evoke a sense of wonder in the reader,
shattering their expectations and breaking down the barriers of
preconceived notions built upon their reading background. This
shattering of expectations manifests in two instances within the stories
under study. The first instance involves the use of symbolic figures such
as Antarah ibn Shaddad, renowned for his bravery, and Al-Mutanabbi
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and Al-Mutanabbi Street, a cultural and intellectual center. The second
instance involves the character of Urwah ibn al-Ward, or more broadly,
the term "Urwah" itself and the changes it has undergone throughout
history. The second instance is the way the very short stories unfold,
from their beginnings to their climaxes and finale, which often serves
as the primary vehicle for this shattering of expectations in the stories
of the "Buzz of Doubt" collection. The Moroccan writer's reliance on
subverting expectations in this collection prevents the reader from
experiencing the monotony that might arise from a linear narrative. The
writer employs surprise and defies the reader's expectations, drawing
them into the interpretive process and preventing any sense of tedium.
This, in turn, encourages active engagement, which is precisely what
the very short story demands.

The writer's use of the techniques discussed earlier, dictated by the
structured framework and specific mechanisms of the very short story,
allows for creative expression. For example, the writer achieves this
through the use of symbolic characters, traditionally known for specific
traits. He departs from the familiar, presenting these characters in a
modern narrative that clashes with the reader's background knowledge.
The second technique he uses to subvert expectations lies in his
narrative structure, which comprises a title, beginning, climax, and a
dramatic ending that delivers a surprising twist. These methods, in
addition to their creative character in line with the very short story in
form and content, came with other motives, which are that the very
short story carries a lot of what it has not revealed, but rather leaves that
on the shoulders of the recipient. It does not delve into the reasons that
led to what happened, but rather it depicts the pivotal event in specific
words and in a way that is unique to it, and in this way the storyteller
forcibly draws the recipient into the process of interpretation and
analysis that begins after the reception.
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